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Acknowledgments Introduction
When I was working on the Forestburg staff in 1978, I got to see Keith Bradbury's collection of
Forestburg patches. He in$pired me to start my own Forestburg collection, which eventually
broadened to include all memorabilia of Monmouth Council 347. As I built my collection, I
wanted to know more about the people and events behind the patches. This led me to research
the history of the council and to write this book.

Many people contributed to this effort to document the council's history, inclucjing Mike
Badal, J. Fred Billett, Ray Bossineer, Steve Buckley, Bill Burket, David Crow, George Cuhaj,
Dave Dellett, Don Dellett, Nick DeMarco, Kevin Dorey, Walter Downing, Jay Dunbar, the
Engeldrum family, Tom "Bear" and Kate "Momma Bear" Fraley, Rich Goldman, Bud Hassler,
Randy Holden, John Horvath, Jim Kay, Rev. Dr. Lewis Kisenwether Jr., Mike Korda, Robert
Lawrence Jr., Tony Liberto, Carl Mason, Wayne Mason, Rick Obermeyer, Wes Olson, Alice and
Bill Quakenbush, Mitch Reis, Jodi Stark, Sandy Tallman, Matt Thornton, Ed Weickel, Marg and
Frank Wolverton, Mike Wyman, David Malatzky and Bernie Sussman of the Ten Mile River
Scout Museum, Scott Peters of Allaire Village Inc., the staff of Monmouth Council, the staffof
the Red Bank Public Library, and the photograph contributors named in the captions.

The work of two photographers appears throughout this book. A.E Werner of Little Silver
shot many Scouting scenes around the county in the 1950s, includine the council's camp
promotion pictures of Forestburg c. 1957-1958 and the Exploring proµam. George Engeldrum
of Lincroft followed in Werner's footsteps; from the late 1950s to the 1980s, he photographed
everything from Order of the Arrow powwows to formal Forestburg staff pictures and troop
events. He was also a model neighborhood commissioner. The Twin Liehts District annually
presents the George Engehjrum Award in his honor to the outstanding commissioner
of the year.

If there is one person who deserves special recognition in a history of Monmouth Council, it
is J. Fred Billett. Under his stewardship as Scout executive, the council grew dramatically in
both size and status. He marshaled the resources to build the Oakhurst service center and
purchase and develop both Quail Hill and Forestburg. Even when his professional responsibilities
took him away from us, Fred kept his eye on the council; after retiring, he returned to serve the
council as a volunteer. Without his contributions, the Monmouth Council seen through the
images on these pages would have been far different.
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.:"..'" Monrnouth Council is one of the few remaining "county councils" in the country—most have
"' merged with their neighbors to form megacouncils. This has helpecj the Scouting program here

'.,·'"' retain a small-town quality. Yet, with as many as 10,000 youths involved in a given year, its

-'. ' act on the lives of young people in Monmouth County has been siµiificant. It is my hope
: ' this book will help the current generation of Scouts and Scouters understand the grancj

' ition of Scouting of which they are a part.
i , onmouth County Council 347 of the Boy Scouts of America has operated continuously

: '· e it was founded in 1917. Originally, the council served the entire county of Monmouth.
1 , council also served the Jamesburg State Home for Boys in Middlesex County beginning in

1 . 2. In 1927, the council's reach was extended to include Ocean County. By 1939, Scouting
i " e Ocean County area had matured enough that it could stand on its own, and Ocean
i " nty Council 341 was chartered. Allentown was transferred to George Washington Council

.; -}
w Central Jersey Council), and It is now the only town in the county not served

i 3 onmouth Council.
$ 'g' rom the beginning, a cornerstone of the Scout proµam has been camping and the outdoors.t councils own or operate one or more camp properties. kfonmouth Council has operated

[ ariety of different camps since its founcjing. These ranged from traditional summer camps
plorer bases.

W

Camp Monmouth (Camp Minnewaska), Shark River Hills, New Jersey,

C. 1918-1921
Camp Cowaw at Kanohwahke Scout Camps, Tuxedo, New York, c. 1918-1921

i Camp Burton, Adamston, New Jersey, 1924-1928
?' Camp Burton-at-Allaire, Farmingdale, New Jersey, 1929-1940
2 New Jersey Sea Scout base, Fort Hancock, Sancjy Hook, New Jersey, 1933-1936

Camp Mermen Harbor (Sea Scout base), Fair Haven, New Jersey, 1940s
Camp Brisbane (Camp Housman), Farmingjale, New Jersey, 1946-1967
Spermaceti Cove Sea Explorer Training Base, Sancjy Hook, New Jersey, 1950s
Hidden Hollow (primitive troop camping), Holmdel, New Jersey, early 1960s

., Poricy Pond (clay use), Middletown, New Jersey, late 1960s
Skelbo Locjge Explorer Base, Bracebridge, Ontario, Canada, early 1960s
Forestbur¥ Scout Reservation, Forestburgh, New York, 1956-present
Quail Hill Scout Reservation, Manalapan, New Jersey, 1967-present

' The original Boy Scout program was designed for boys ages 12 through 17. Once it was clear
: t the concept would succeed, additional variations were created. The Senior Scouting

m, for those up to 21 years of a¥e, first appear&1 in the council in the form of Sea Scout
ip 1, chartered in 1929 in Red Bank (Explorer posts, Air Scout squacjrons, and Venture crews
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followed later). The Cub Scout proE'raln for younger boys was unofficially in use in the late
1920s, and the first official pack was chartered in 1931 in Long Branch. Order of the Arrow
Lodge 71 operatecj during the 1930s but then became inactive until 1950, when Na Tsi Hi
Locjge 71 was founded. In the 1980s, the Learning for Life program was introduced. Each of
these programs added a new dimension to the Scout world, as well as a new opportunity
to serve youths.

One

The Pioneer Years

8

Scouts have been in Monmouth County since the beginning of the Scoutine movement in
America. Early troops were chartered in Atlantic Highlands (1911) and Allentown (1912), as
well as Long Branch, Red Bank, and other communities. By the earliest available census, which
was in 1913, the national office had registerecj 300 Scouts in Monmouth County. The number
had grown to 892 Scouts registerecj in 43 troops by 1917.

As the Scouting movement prospered, local councils were organized across the country to
provide trained local leaders and to handle administration. Siµnuncj Eisner brought Chief
Scout Executive James E. West to Monmouth County to help organize the Monmouth County
Council. It was chartered in Auµst 1917 and was a "First Class" council, meaning that it had
a paid professional. Merritt L. Oxenham was the first Scout executive. Oxenham had begun his
association with Scouting as a Scoutmaster in Puerto Rico in 1910 and, alnon¥ other
accomplishments, had been a special field Scout commissioner in Br(x)klyn and Queens.

A campsite, called Camp Monmouth in one newspaper article, was located in the Shark
River Hills area. It was being used for weekend trips in 1918. By 1921, under the name Camp
Minnewaska, it was being used for summer camp proµams under the direction of Scout
Executive John Danton. It had dining facilities with a professional cook, and swimming
and lx)ating facilities.

Farther north in the Palisades Interstate Park (now Harriman State Park) in New York, a
federation of several New York and New Jersey councils, including Monmouth County Council,
operated a system of camps called the Kanohwahke Scout Camps. Each camp was desiened to
serve 100 boys and had its own dinin¥ hall and staff. At its zenith, there were about 30 of these
camps at Kanohwahke Lakes. The camp chief was pioneer Harvey A. Gordon. Among his
many accomplishments, he was "grand scribe" for the Grand 1Axjge of the Order of the Arrow
in the 1920s, supervised construction of the Ten Mile River camps, and was the engineer for
the 1937 National Jamboree. Monmouth County Council troops used this camp from

1918 to 1921.
The Housman family of Elberon donated Camp Burton, which was in Ocean County on the
etedeconk River between Bay Head and Laurelton. It operated from 1924 to 1928, until the

cil acquiruj a lease on the Allaire Village and opened Camp Burton-at-Allaire. The Camp
n property was later sold to real-estate developers.

In the spring of 1927, the Ocean County area was added to the council and the word
unty" was dropped from the Monmouth County Council name. In 1937, the council's name
chanµd to Monmouth-Ocean Council. Ocean County Council 341 was formed in 1939,
the council's name was chan¥ed yet aE!ain, back to Monmouth Council.
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Sigmund Eisner, the founder of the
uniform company bearing his name, was
born in Horazdovice, Bohemia, in 1859.
He was penniless when he arrived in the
United States in 1881. Eisner started his
sewing business in 1888. He was
extremely generous to his employet> ,1llj
supported many local charities. Tbc

pallbearers at his funeral in 1925
included Dan Beard, James West, anj
Colin Livingstone. (Photograph
courtesy of Dorri's Photography
Unlimited Historical Collection.)
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"This gannenl is purcha4ed with the undentanding :
that it isfor the sole use of 0 '

a duly enrolled member :
O/.......p Patrol of Troop No..···.···of 7

of the Boy Swuts of America. Any \
other u·e of it will iioide the rules 0/ the Boy Scouts of :;

A merica and //if" .g "itracl 0/ the merchant u dcr which it "
tis p'j$$ible to sell the: gcn'meri at its imesent /' u) pnice. No ,

one u'ho be/iepc$ in faij p/ay u'ill atkmj"t-.-'o uiolate thu '
¢agreement. .

" Aw other by them a Bo.u Scout who attempb to :
purchase or wear this uniform will be Tegarded by other ·
boys and the oLj'icen 0/ the Boy Scouts as an impasier." "

r

BO Y SCOUTS OF AMERICA P
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' SIGMUND EJSM:R Neto York City y , :
Q6kid Vational OutjMer

Red Bank, N. ]. ,/) /""
P

The label sewn inside each Eisner
uniform gave a stem warning that the
purchaser must be a registerej member of
the Boy Scouts of America. At the same
time the Boy Scouts of America was
getting started, other boys' groups with
similar names—such as the American
Boy Scouts (William Randolph He:irsU
or¥anization), the Rhode Island Bny
Scouts, and the Lifesaving Scours (the
Salvation Army's organization )—were
also recruitinp members.
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GOP TA'OH"6D ¶MQ I

WE also manufacture var- i
ious styles and classes

of uniforms for men and boys
U. S. Army, National Guard _
and Private Military Institut-

,' ions. Would be pleased to
: submit samples and prices on

: 'equest.
' SIGMUND EISNER CO.
)

r"

tI

I

BOY SCOUT
UNIFORM

INSTR. UCTION t
i

FOR WASHING }

, ^ ^^^^ A
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SIGMUND EISNER CO.
06Eciill 1\htional OutNtter !

i Boy Scout of America. t
I! RED BANK, N. J. i

I

Facmdm:
Red MU, N. j!
South Ambm, M. j. N. Y. Salesroom

1 F rrebold, N..). m Fifth Ave.

L-. _ " " .. . ___ . , b

The washing instructions for the Scout uniform reach "The cloth should be washed in luke
warm water, with a soap similar to Ivory or any other which does not contain much alkaline
matter. Lay the garment on a board, scrub thoroughly with a coarse brush. Do not under any
circumstances rub the soap directly on the khaki, as this is injurious. Rinse, first, in warm water,
and then in cold water, to which at least two (2) cups of coffee grouncjs have been added, which
will help to maintain the original appearance of the khaki cloth."
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This 1930 map shows the extent of the council after Ocean ( :olll)ty \\'2)g added 11) 1927. There
were just 16 troops in Ocean County. Records indicate thev camped :it ( ::lll)l' Bum ri-at-Allaire,
as well as at other campsites. In 1939, the Ocean (:()l|l)t\' arc:i xplit from the council to form
Ocean County Council 341.
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S\\·ilnlning and h,),ltll),, 11) thc Mctejec,mk River \\t'l"C t()!'-r;ltc(| \llllll))L'l" Cclll1|' dC1l\'ltk·r ,it

Camp Burton. The cmincil l"Ct,lll)(.11 titlc 1() tht' ( :.|l))|' Illlrt('|) |'r('l'('rt\" l|l)[l| ]'))5, \\]),'l, It \\,n

sold to a real-estate Je\'c|('['er. (]'l)('l('L'I"q|!'l) Colll1C"\" ()t' the Bl,iir f,l|))l|\'.)

rhe 1\Liir f;ll])l|\'.)

X

.
,
I

...

" These cabins were constructed ar ( :,lll)!' B1111oi)

" for the camp officials and staff. (|'l)('t('grc|l'|)

I i" courtesy of the Blair falnily.)
t

..,
a ¥
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Z? The Scouts in the Monmouth-Ocean Council
'"["' contingent gather with an unidentified visitor at
-S.f the campsite's gateway at the 1937 National
fs, jamboree. This was the very first jamboree on
'e US. soil, and appropriately, it was held in

W,l»hlngton, D.C. It had been planned for 1935,
but a j'oiiO outbreak caused it to be r("tr('ned.

.

A Scout gets a cool drink d" water
,,, ,j,,b I'B7 National Jamhor' '.
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The Allaire Camps

L__

,'\ [1,1L|l[|(jl) ,1[ the' |,llll|M)rt'('% 1\ I()r c:tch council r() erect :i ,gatc\\',j\" r() tht'ir ca 3. ' ·

rl)('rogral'l)er »napj'cj thir ·j)()t ()t [l)t Mc)l)llh)llrl) O(c,11) ( '()l l](.l| u)l]tlnge,, ,,, inj 'itc.. The

front ot"thc (Jre;u'n L',itc\\,j\ ('l) ti\c i \\,1\ t,, t thev j'auscj in
rhc Slnitl)»,)niilll 1))1N,·llll), Al)l),|!M)]lr, \l,,,,,,,"{!,,',':,:',:,""· \\'hile ,1t thc |,ll))|·,)rc,', Scout, \·i3itc,l

:ind arena xl)()\\',. . the ( :,l!'ir"l, !'r('k"^|(m;ll baseball games,
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Camp Burton-at-Allaire
In the fall of 1928, Arthur Brisbane leased 800 acres, including the "deserted" Allaire Village,
to Monmouth Council for $1 a year. Service clubs, churches, prominent businessmen, and
Scouters refurbished the ironworkinE! villaEze's buildinµ and constructed troop campsites
adjacent to the village. The Belmar Kiwanis Club set up an athletic field in a meadow near the
campsites. The foreman's cottage was renovated by St. James' Church, Red Bank, and served as
the camp hospital, or infirmary. This small buildin¥ was also used as a cabin by troops campin£'
at Burton-at-Allaire in the off-season. The villa¥e's large µnera1 store was restored by the
Asbury Park Kiwanis club and was afterward known as Kiwanis Lodge. A shower house was
donated by Leonard Newman of Spring Lake.

Camp Burton-at-Allaire opened in 1929. Gov. Morgan Larson attended the dedication of the
camp on July 28, 1929. The summer camp program ran for the ei¥ht weeks of July and August.
It drew Scouts from at least five different New Jersey councils. Scouts µnerally stayed at camp
f(T a two-week period, for which they paid $6 (later, up to $8) a week. The camp was open
year-rouncj for weekend calnpin¥, training, camporees, rallies, and so on. The camp was also
used by other groups, including the Girl Scouts, 4-H Club, Masons, and state farm agents. In
1930, the council's office relocated from Red Bank to one of the buildings in the village.

The camp operated successfully for over a decade. Following Arthur Brisbane's death, the
council lost the use of the property, and the 1940 season was its last. Shortly thereafter, America
was plunged into World War II, and any plans for a replacement camp
U'ere temporarily shelved.

Additional scenes of Camp Burton-at-Allaire may be found in Images of America: Allaire.

Camp Housman
FOllowin¥ World War Il, philanthropist Geraldine Thompson persuaded Phoebe Brisbane to

,- donate 285 acres of the Allaire property alon£z Hurley Pond Road to Monmouth Council. In
' ". tWemory of her husband, the camp was named the Arthur Brisbane Memorial Boy Scout

' 5 Tmining Camp, which was usually shortened to Camp Brisbane. By the spring of 1947,
. llj Adirondack-style log lean-tos had been built. Soon after, the council received a substantial

" - ahount of money from the estate of Frederick Housman for camp improvements. As a result,
; the camp also acquired the name Camp Housman Training Center.

. '" .Camp Housman was used only for weekend camping and short-term traininµ The permanent, Hilities included the ranger's house and garage, an all-faiths chapel donated by the Kiwanis,

" : Piine Hollow cabin, 1 1 lean-tos, and several latrines. The stream was dammed to create a small
" '" swimming hole. There were many forest tent-campin¥ sites as well as cleared fields for pines

and group activities.
? '"When Quail Hill openecj in 1967, Camp Housman was closed and the land became part of

q" Allaire State Park. Nearly all remnants of Camp Housman are now gone.
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This is the only known
example of the Camp
Burton-at-Allaire felt-on-felt
emblem. The background is
green, the tepee is brown,
and the letteriryz is white.
Two other patches are
known. One design,
t"i"cmi c. 1939, i.x t) »iinple
blue-telr lerter 13. The ()rl)er
&'sign, from c. 1931, 13
a (: el)cl,)sil)g a B. All
lhlrr(m-ar-A]|aire patchc>
are cxcep[l('l]illl\' rare.
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S, " " At the closing retreat on the last da} \'t
"' ' " the 1930 season, the bugler fainted jll"'

}' ', as he finished playing taps. Upon beinz
' "tevived, he commented, "Gee, but it \\ ,1r:!hot!" This picture was taken the

Q ,.. "Kfollowing year. (Photoµaph courtesj
.'.:., of the Blair family.)
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c~Lm^L_
, .' ':' Camp Burton-at-Allaire welcomed Scouts and troops from a number of New Jersey councils.E As shown by this certificate, Union Council used Burton-at-Allaire, as did Raritan Council,

· i- Orange and Maplewood Council, Bllr]ington Council, and possibly others. Union Council usedthe camp in at least 1932 and 1933.
7
.,.

"BE PREPARED"

I ,

· ; AMERICANIZATION ,, ·F
V J

. q,;

" i National Council _

' ' I S"°""" °"Am"r1% ICNARTC M D pt cow0Hcn

. '

©(jN

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED
ON BEHALF OF THE

" F NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

4!k UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF

- MONMOUTH COUNCIL
g 4."' AND IS T,0 CERTIFY JHAT

'- ':.' Charles jl&/rey
-, ?:

' HAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED
2 'i' " THE SPECIALIZATION' COURSE IN ""'°

t ' 4 %d,M 1m
4

: ' i": ,,. ,,.,,.y,eARm¶FYE¶EQ??nE%llqdM°N;""" "'
· '. IS HEREBY AFFIXED TjllS €0 DdV OF C9orc"( /, 3:Y

" · y

, In addition to its use as a summer

'i

°.-·'-·"""""'>rujymRT rxnim: m

,' ' camp, Burton-at-Allaire was also i T ca:xzz,. k0^'q¢.^ _ "
' used for weekend training courses (+) u..~.. .mr.U/T' "·n-'"' """""" """'
e and year-round troop camping. ^ csg,«"?""=- y'·-· ' '—' "

t- , Hoyw4 pavmmnrr cllwr sa'7 rxt.'7rn "' During 1930, troops from nine New S , ,tuu4" a?,Qw~ I
" :. Jersey and two Pennsylvania 0 ' "':""7 ,;E'"" °" .

? "" councils camped there, and patrol 'r- «&"=,t';'""" d,.=kjg! '
leader and Scout skill training was " m - r h ee-

mer uuurm,. given for 2,000 Scouts. This "' """"'""" k4$ C'""" ' 0
-, certificate was for adult first-aid — quilding training )

· "":' traininE held in April 1934. "ik) a good turn DAILYn
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The Historic American Buildinqs Survey (HABS) was a Depression-era government l'r('.ic(r
that put draftsmen to work creatin¥ architectural renderings of historically significant l'uiklin;:"
across the United States. This drawiny of the row house is from the HABS survey clone in the
early 1930s. The draftsman noted that this buildine was in use by the Boy Scouts ()t" A11)c1'k'c1
as the headquarters. (Drawinp courtesy of Allaire Village Inc.)
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CAM P HOUS MARJ
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N : (8) PINE

K " (C) BEECHPOMT
Do) old hickory 0j

W E (F) TWIN (JAKES

_~ , (P) TALL P1NE3
S \ (G-H-I-J.) UNIDENTIFIED

AREA3

LEAN7DS AREAS

, , (7'DML 3)
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PICNQC *1 '
(L) LATRINE O¢"

I<0 ' I
ENGLISH PRDPERjY

(L) P'CNbC*2 /

I

Cc) be Hpou'j 8Rowiv ,'
(d old H|cjajRY SECTT:0 h Ndferty

Birches Cl OFFICE "

'H mM%s,G€(w) U"6ER{

*l ·L) (M mu mnes

chaf!el picnic*3 cAgm i
,,pOPj"¢ " C"A~EE i

,,gF + "'" · "A'L"DA" =

X<P - ALLAIRE Sr4TE MJUG
0

OWNED AND OPERA7ED by
MONMOUTH COUNCIL BCY SCOU73 OF AMERICA
HQ at OAKHURST,° N.J. KEI-IG3G

Although it is not apparent on this c. 1962 map of Camp Housman, parts of the Housman land
were swampy and unsuitable for camping. In addition to the Boy Scouts of America properry,
Scouts could hike the trails of the adjoining Allaire State Park. Once Quail Hill Scout
Reservation open«j, the Camp Housman land was added to the state park.
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Three

Forestburg

3n

! Scout Reservation¥

' ' After Camp Burton-at-Allaire closed in 1940, the council made arrangements each year for
·' troop summer camping at other Scout camps, includin¥ Pine Hill, Pahaquarra, and Cowaw. The
" council also looked for a suitable parcel of land to purchase for a mountain camp. In the early

" " 1950s, as the search committee was returning from a trip into New York, the group stopped for' dinner at Homer's restaurant in Port Jervis. While discussiry; the merits of the property they had

, just seen, a diner at the next booth suggested they look at the nearby estate of Dr. Thomas
. : Darlington. The committee was impressed with the property, and soon thereafter, a deal was'- C struck to purchase it. On May 18, 1956, the council purchased the 525",acre estate from his
' ! widow, Florence Darlington, for $78,000. Attached to the deed, Billett lound a check from

: Florence Darlington in the amount of $20,000 to help fund the development of the camp.
"' ' On June 24, 1956, the camp openecj for the "pioneer" season with J. Fred Billett as camp
' ' director. His son James was the camp bugler. Few improvements had been made; the nearest

i ' telephone was two miles away at a neighbor's house, and there was no electricity except for a

, i" generator that powered the well pump. That year, the campers ate their meals in the existii'f'
Y cjining facilities of the estate-camp. In 1957, the present cjining hall was built with the support of.. many of the county's service clubs, and troops began camping at the Dan Beard camps. In 1960,

' ' the Central Camp fee was $22 a week or $19.50 for a week as a "self-sufficient"

- m Dan Beard camper.
i ·- In the 1960s, purchases of additional parcels, including 450 acres on Metoque Mountain in
" ? 1964 from the Metoque Hunt Club, put the total acreage over 1,200 acres.

. Originally, the permanent facilities were only at the Central end of the lake, so Dan Beard, campers paddled their canoes to Central to pick up their food each day. This is the origin of the
:,- "canoeist" as the Dan Beard logo. In 1966, Todd Locjge and Rogosin Lodge were built, and
! thereafter, the campers made th"eir food pick-ups at Royosin Locjge. Through the 1970s, the

" " Dan Beard campsites still had their own small docks with a rowboat and canoe. During the
Sunday evening opening campfires on each end of the lake, a friendly rivalry cjeveloped over

. which campfire was louder. The two rival camp staffs frequently competed in basketball,

, '. volleyball, and pranks.' cf There have been four rangers at Forestburg: Tom Morley, Norwood "Red" Gray, Ronald
. Frick, and John Horvath. The ranger's family lived in the small house by the parking lot that is

, I now called the Bear's Den. In 1983, a new ranger's house of log construction was built.
·2

g

T

"r§ 39
,

i



W

S. ;'

U-
. .-

E

7

' k A natural feature of the camp, the l);lrlil]gr(m
' -' Falls are named in memory of Th(m)a> illlj

" j! Florence Darlington. A hike to the t"alk t'or :1
:, "shower" is a highlight of the week ,1t

- :[: Forestburg. This postcarcj may prc'j,irc ]956
· ':' because it calls the property "Cainj'

: Forestburg," a name that was not ,gel)cr;llly
"i. used by Monmouth Council.
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The Housman Memorial Lodge, informally known as "the dining hall," was dedicated to
Frederick Housman. The buildine was a ¥ift of Frederick and Stella Housman. An oil painting
of Housman hangs here. Housman was an early council president and a lifelon¥ supporter of
Scout camping. The trusses used to construct the Housman Memorial Lod¥e were recycled from
a chapel at Fort Monmouth. The kitchen is named Dave's Philmont gitchen, in honor of
Scouter Dave Nugent, who gave up going to Philmont in order to be the camp cook. The totem
poles, which have graced the front facade since the early 1960s, were carved by Tom Morley.
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kept at the Scoutmaster's tent. In theory, the boys were supposed to have his permission to use
the troop's boats.
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:' Thi, ,Ncnil]g rerrcm cerel])('l]\"

; lookx ;lll)l()x[ the MllllC ;jx t(K|a\',

'. , incllk|il]g the \\d|-lln]h)rn)e(|

' :, staff, the |'llg|cr, and the u)h)r
' ', guard. N()rc th,it there jx ,)l)|\·

" one f]a,ur('k'. The >CC('l)j iinj

, " thirj f"lil,glM)k> \\ cre inmllc,1 Ill' t 1959. The tl;lg!M)k'· cIllj cannon
? werc (h)])atcj 1'\' thc ( :])11)L'im)r;l
' Dibtri,t c,,l,,,,,lxbi,)l]crb.
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This artist's rendering shows
the Jewish Chapel. The
chapel was built by the Jewish
War Veterans of Monmouth
and Ocean Counties and was
dedicated on July 28, 1968, in
honor of Harry Feldt of Fair
Haven, a distinguished
Scouter who l)clrcd get the
chapel l'uilr. It \\':is dedicated
a 3ec()l)(| rime ()l) July 10,

2002, Ill ])(m()r ()f lst Lt.

llmviird Jon Schnabolk, an
E,|glc Scmt from Troop 58.
Ab ill) arinv il\'iar(T, he gave

1)15 lite tor l)l3 country in

the Vietnam coMjict.

the earlv I l) /L)m
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Thix Scout 11,ij ;j |'lg fish story to
icll when 1)c got 1)01))c in 1957,
,1llj 1)c \\'11> t"()l"tlll);ltC h) have

]'|""(',gl":|!'])ic cvijcncc that his
|'ickcrcl \\';1x "thi> l'i;.'."
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Although summer camp i'rinj.'s to
mind physical activities, it can also
devek)p the brain. Thro(lg]) the
efforts of David Fiedler, the new
AFCEA High Tecl]l]()h)gy Center
was opened in 1997 in the 1"001))
adjacent to the ( k'ntral ( :al))r (n""'

Billett Camp) tr:l(|il]g l'('>t. Merit

badges such as Radio, Space
Exploration, Eke rricity, :inj
Electronics are ()ft"ere(| there.
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' In the winter, the water flowing over
! ."- Darlington Falls freezes and createx
' : an impressive natural ice sculpture.
.

a:F

/

b

56 J /



58

, Four! .

Quail Hill

Scout Reservation
i In May 1964, the council purchased the farm belonging to sisters Elizabeth and Grace LeValley

i ' on Locust Hill in icjyllic Manalapan. The council had been using Camp Housman for weekend
! . camping and training since the 1940s, but it was inadequate for the kind of outdoor programs
i that the council wanted to offer. Chet Fromm, a member of the council's professional staff, was
i' ' assignaj the task of developing the farm into a multiple-use camp to be called Quail Hill Scout
..

, Reservation. Ten "pioneer" troops were given the opportunity to camp there for the weekend!. ' of October 16-17, 1965, in conjunction with the ¥roundbreakinE! ceremony.
' , Over the next few years, a siµiificant transformation took place. The Ern Construction
i "' Company of Hazlet µaded the roads and parking lots. Grass seed was sown in the fields. A
i ' drinking-water system was installed. Kiely Pond was dug by the Kiely Construction Company.
¶ ';" : The Freehold Township Lions Club donated the materials for the campfire ring, which was
0 ;

: i constructed by the Order of the Arrow. An all-faiths chapel was donated by the Red Bank' : Rotary Club. Scout Lodge, Webelos Lodge, and several latrines were built. Quail Hill was

' ? f,)rmally dedicated on October 7, 1967, during a bi¥ Scout fair held on the property. The
' s" turnout for the fair was so big that some visitors had to park their cars on Route 33.
: t, Chet Fromm was a former army man who had been director of trainin¥ and a district
: i executive for the council. He supervisecj the creation of the camp and served as the first ranger.

,! He retired in 1983. The subsequent rangers were George Leidy, John Herlihy, Randy Blades,
' and Jim Mechkowski. John Malcolm has served the camp for many years as a dc facto

· volunteer assistant ran¥er." Other additions to the property included the ranger's house and garages, the pool and pool

. house, the program shelters at Webelos and Scout Locjges, and the BB range shelter. In themid-l980s, Lawrence Lodge was built. Many volunteers contributed time or money to the

' ' project, and apprentice plumbers from the local union hall on Route 33 assisted with the

, . plumbing. The building was originally envisioned to be a training center, and with the recent
, construction of the Lass Locjge, it appears that that plan is coming to fruition. Lawrence Locjge' ' is also the focal point of the growing Cub and Webelos summer camp program. One of

i . Monmouth Council's notable achievements was the first Cub Scout day camp (at Quail Hill)
" " in the Northeast.
' ' As the western part of the county becomes more populous, the properties bordering Quail

b "" Hill are being transformed from farms to housin¥ developments. The council purchased the
" Truempelman property bordering the pond in the 1990s to maintain the "woodland" vista in

'. that area. The most recent construction projects have been a flush bathroom facility near the
, Webelos camping area (donated by the Order of the Arrow) and the Ernest W. Lass Program
.' Center, built on the site of the original LeValley farmhouse. Both of these projects were

! substantially finished in 2002.
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THIS IS MONMOUTH COUNCIL'S NEW CAMP
IN HISTORIC MANALAPAN TOWNSHIP,

A MONMOUTH COUNTY

r ":i': "gjj' :;c ji
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jf:'Z 1'"l" S"R""'m " /' Zi;},

! «='" N'24:!':f '-· "' i' ,"I H ft ':S""" ¶' " Eh, C y" "^ " """i 1 i pqb4i
. ,

" C b /

¢^!'·%" iL " """' E ': · . · , - " M

|[S$' y:i'?:;'ii"£?-:· ,?": }', ,
a .." U"&W t . '·.':"j ,9^\j " A"~""" '%" 4 ' ° " j ,1 L

,,,~*:Au':", "' " , :°i?: ;\:A":iu'"' , '"" " t

,"= 3 · e ,,.,,.,--·nukn·¶ " :" :^ ·, ' ' " " "' "" ' ' " " " " ,' ,. i c!lu" """ .M..mQ 0, e 3. E " :4.1' " J/ ';j ^

Lj

ig:?'"^:" ?' :±:.jg:j' :, fi ""

~jf"s """"""~-.'_ '""' !(\j

" "~ " ~ ." ,""/ ,
This is the original engineer's concept plan for Quail Hill that was used duriny the effort
c. 1963-1965 to raise $265,000 to purchase and develop the camp. Many details chanped as the
camp was being built. The most obvious is the addition of the poncj. The archery range was also
repositioned sc) that a campsite was not in the line of fire.

60



)')')")j'))))))))])")":j)))'!))))!:),)"))))')j)")i)'"))'),),'),'))))

..'. .i: E/.., =. . _ = [ " ! " ' ' ' .,!g,i,!. ::" Z-;_A , ' " ' " =L ':':. 'i,:
g"tl'.,:"":',';:li,!'""z':j|d7#"=% "T-_ ' ·-'- -'- ' ' ll m,. \" ~", """"' , '
I "" b j'p- ,.:.;.., ,='v""' ""' '

.jmrt14t!yfh //,j 1

nb µ-··· v···· · '°" '"""'""q ,j|T /7' µ'1,',,, l!t¶v^t!t|l!.,.. J jl
I , j,. .t r ... 0 8f' I! i'fv....· 4v.
i ,yd .j;:' Q.1|41'0|'i|','||,\;.. I!j)!'.)l'/*'"qi'::'.t,,l,,""l'l|lr!.

' ylr'1'lill¶lri|t||qµ '· "} 1|'I\'\\l ,""""jl0¢ (' !',, ,....t:,i|'||'l4|, ih.^t.

i v:':,:':i|'!4: '""'i')!:|:',,! l.|,!'|]:'|"i'f'||,f',:!,i,i,|!1q"x,;::. ! 1 ' '"""' "' ' M W..vqa·dn

A visitor arriving at Quail Hill would first see the rear winy of the LeValley House. The
right-hand door was the entrance to the camp office and quartermaster room. The upstairs
rooms were used for storage. Margaret Wolverton created this ink cjrawing in the early 1990s.
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Events
' Evcq/ year, the Scouts and leaders of Monmouth Council participate in a wide variety of events,

. such as camping trips, camporees, Klondike Derbies, training courses, Scout shows, courts of
- honor, Philmont treks, and jamboree trips. Certainly, they could fill a book all by themselves.

This chapter is a smorgasbord of these activities.

i The earliest intertroop gatherings in the 1920s were usually one-day district rallies and field
, cjays. The Scouts would compete in fire starting, wall climbing, first aid, and so on. By the
' 1930s, these had evolved into a staged Scout show, in which the units would demonstrate their
- particular skills to an audience. Many of these shows were held in the Asbury Park Convention
' Hall. The show was presented on the stage or on the floor of the auditorium, while other units

demonstrated more skills elsewhere in the hall. The last show at the Asbury Park Convention
' Hall was c. 1979.

' By the late 1930s, the council was startine to hold weekend outdoor camporees, which were

! sometimes called Scout fairs. Eventually, the show and the camporee merged into a single
: , event. Typically, troops and posts would camp for the weekend and demonstrate their skills on! Saturday, while the packs would attend just for the day. In the 1950s, the districts also began
: .' hosting their own district camporees. Both Central District and Chingarora District started the
i .' tradition of Klondike Derbies beginning in 1960.
, The National Jamboree is probably the most significant gathering of Boy Scouts in the

: , United States. It generally occurs every four years. Monmouth Council has been represent«j at,
- every jamboree ever held since the first jamboree in Washington, D.C., in 1937.A trek to the Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico is a highlight of any Scout's career.

: 4' Openecj in 1939, it was originally called Philturn Rocky Mountain Scout Camp. We do not
' know when the first Monmouth Council crew attended, but we know that Russell Tetley of Red

Bank led a contin¥ent in 1947. In a letter to his wife, he wrote: "In the last two days [out from

. base camp] we have really been over the mountains. Twelve miles yestercjay and fourteentoday—the borros are supposed to carry the beddin¥ and the scouts the packs but the Camp

C - Director told me that I was not to carry my pack so 'Blackie' is doing the job for me."
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Richard Werner (left) and
Larry Broµjon of Troop 15,
Little Silver, participated
in a countrywide "good
turn" project in January
1954 of removing snow
from fire hyclrants. The
Cub Scouts had their own
project, which was
providing feed for birds.
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Winter cal)lrcl"> at F()l"cb[l'llrx' ll)ll>t l'e \\'cii j'rcparej. In thc ,Li\> l'eh)re ,h)\\'n-tl]k'j l)\-h)l)

l,lckc[%, \\cm] \\';n thc ch)[hl])g m:itcrml ofchoice f"()l' nw't cainj'cr·. The 11Lll) ()l) rhc rid)t oj'tcd

t,,,- ,, m-Nh, ,in,l |),)l·cfll|],· ,,',11-1)), ii,, c,,,,t. One h,,v 1),n Nth ,1 xhc,ith knit,' ,in,l ,1 h,it,hct

()l] 1)n l'elr.
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Winter camping always requires
appropriate equipment. In the
days before foam pacjs, a common
material used to insulate and
cushion a µound bed was alfalfa
hay. Its insulating feature was
most critical when camping
during the winter. Putting the hay
inro a cloth hag, called a "rick,"
rhat served as ii mattress are, tivin
left 1() rigl]t, Vince Masij'n (field
Scout executive), Cecil Lear
(Su)lltlnasrer, Troop 40), Lyle
Anronidies, and iini&ntified
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u
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I'lCtlll"Cj lx anothcr wintt'r \. .ll))]'

\ccl)c,ilr F()rcxrhllr,g'x TC(ll[))b,'|)

Rock c.nnpf"irc nng. The ml, ()t
1))Ql)\' ii 1)olx\", tun-tillej (,l[))l'flr(

Jiiring the miinmcr ll)(mt|)%, It jb

\'erv qiiict 11) rhc winter. |11,|L'll)!'

1'li'l)l thc r|(lcell)t'l)[ ()t' rl1('

l'cnchcm tl)('\c f"jj"xf C:lll)l't][('"

\\'t'l"c rerh)r]))cj "in the 1"( 'llllj."
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This life-size replica of the
Forestbur¥ stockade was built by
Troop 19, Fort Hancock. They
used 150 cardboard rug tubes to
simulate the logs. The Scouts are,
from left to right, Carl Bergquist,
Jerry Turner, and Earl Howarth.
The stockade model was featured
,1[ rhe 1%2 Scour 4)0\\· ,1t the
AJ'ury Park (:,)l)\·enri,)n Hall.

.
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I

A c()k)rgllard rreraresh)r th,·
()l'el)ll]g()t rhc Su)ll[»ll) .\ctl,)l)

:J1o\\' in W46, while Tr('(']' 5'),
Mal),lx,lll;ll], chcckx the I,|%|)]l),% ,)l,

rheir rmver. The location 1\ tht'
Axlwi-v I',irk (:,)l]\·en[l,)l] ll,]]].
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Chingarora District's ¥ateway is
pictured at a camporee in the
1970s. The district was named
for the Chingarora Creek. The
district was mer¥ed with Great
Northern District in the 1980s
to create the current Twin
Lights District. (Photograph
courtesy of Bill Burket.)

At the 1957 cainj'oree at
Allaire, the Scouts could
purchase for 1O¢ a tiicsimile
of the $2 script issued l'y the
Allaire Works. The bill could
be spent in the store or could
be saved as a souvenir.
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The guys were h()rsing aroiind Juring KI' al the 1950 National Jainl'ort'c u'hen thir !'|]()r('grarl]
u':ix taken. Apparently, c(mkil]g pots were B()(k| makeshift helinet>.
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(JIll the triiil :it l'hilinont in ]')70, 1])l'
M,,,,j,I,-j-jxx,lc 1My Sco11n ()t" Ai))c]1,,1 ,,11)\ ,|x

h,ickjmck> \\'c]"c quitc Cc'll)l))ol). J(|(|Lrll)£ |1\

thc cl-ltl,jllc> of" l']]lll)),)nr hikers to,i,i\·, ti\,'

b,|ckl',lck3 have ill)rr()\'ed 1l)Ol·C th,in l|),¥ t,),),|.

(|'l](m)gr:ll']] courtexy of" Barry (:rlllk%|),ll)k.)
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The u)llncil's first female Philmont Venture crew
hiked the ranch in June 2002. In this
l'h()u)gral'l1, they are celebrating the ascent of
Mmnr Phillips. From left to right are the
h)lh)\\'ing: (sitting) Jodi Stark, Alex Scholtz, Kim
Ward, and Peggy Crow; (standing) Sarah Bonn,
Beckv Scholl, Stephanie Crow, and Carrie
Jilc(d'x()l). (Photograph courtesy of Jodi Stark.)
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' ' Na Tsi Hi Lodge
The "Wimachtendienk W.W." was created in 1915, but the first evidence of the Order of the

. Arrow in the Monmouth County area is the charter issued on October 5, 1933. The lodge name
' was Ohowa, and its totem was an "owL" Most of the activities of Ohowa Lodge 71 probably
, involved Camp Burton-at-Allaire. The lodge sent a contin¥ent to the 1936 National Meeting

at Treasure Island Scout Camp on the Delaware River, where five members sealed their bonds
in Brotherhood. The lodge received a trophy for its participation in the 50th-anniversaiy
parade in Manasquan. In its seven years of existence, Ohowa Locige 71 inducted 113 members.
It became inactive by c. 1940.

Through the 1940s, both Monmouth Council and Ocean County Councik unsuccessfully
attempted to reactivate Locjge 71. Monmouth Council's troops attended other councils' summer
camps because it did not have its own summer camp. At those camps, the Scouts saw other

" Order of the Arrow lodges in action, and eventually a spark of interest was ignited.
' A small group of youth Arrowmen and adults gathered in December 1949 in the cabin at

Camp Housman on the old Allaire property just one mile from where the original Lodge 71 was
founded. They formed a new lodge called Na Tasi Hi (meaning "in the pines") because Camp
Housman was located on the northern fringe of the Pine Barrens. Tfiey chose "three pine trees"
as the totem to represent the three parts of the Scout Oath and the three principles of the Order

. of the Arrow. Robert Schwab was chosen to be the first chief. Amone the adults present at the
., founcjing was J. Townley Carr of Long Branch, who served as the lodge adviser until 1957. The
. new lodge was authorized to use the old number 71 and was chartered on January 1, 1950.
" The ceremonial team of Cowaw Locjµ 9 performed the first Ordeal ceremony. Seventeen
' Ordeal members were inducted into Na Tasi Hi in the autumn of 1950. This small group made
! their own costumes and thereafter held their own ceremonies, inducting more Arrowmen into the

. lodge each year. General membership meetings were held monthly, except during the summer.]" The spelling of the lodge's name was corrected to Na Tsi Hi in 1951. By 1955, the membership
" exceeded 100 and was growinp rapidly. With the acquisition of Forestbury in 1956, the kxjge

' became very active and hosted" the 1958 Area 2C Conference at Forestburg.
Through the more than 50 years of the lodge's existence, it has unfailingly served the council

" through large donations to the camps, providin¥ service corps at camporees, maintaining the
camps, promoting Scout camping, operating the Battle of Monmouth Trail, and training
generations of young men to be the leaders of tomorrow.

89



%

7 .

'F
F4"

·A
%·

g

·S:
>

>

i

U

'\

..

90 91



These are the original emblems of the 1odµ. The lodge's name was initially spelled Na Tasi Hi
(top left), which was corrected to Na Tsi Hi (top riE!ht) in 1951. The oval patches were worn
on the right shirt pocket. The first flap patch (bottom left) appeared in 1956, as this shape and
location became the national standard for lodge insignia. The pine tree and backµound colors
were reversed in the late 1950s, when members complained about the "sickly"
yellow pine trees.

, .
t

"" The National Committee recommended

. that each lodge promote camping bypublishing the Where to Go CamPing
: booklet hi¥hliehtin¥ the campsites

and trails in or near their council.

' Na Tsi Hi published its first booklet
in 1961. The editor was Bill Morgan,
with advisers Sandy Tallman and

' Malcolm Freedman. In this edition, the
council camps featured were Camp

" Housman, Hidden Hollow at Hohndel,
' Forestburg, and Skelbo Locjge Explorer Base.

b

MONMOUTH COUNCIL

Boy Seouts of America

N.Y.

WFI TO O

Gumj%.,
PA.

{N. J. "

\

LODGE 71 W WW NA-TSI-HI

mmi~ '"3~o+
Z:: Z £ Z?. ,LJ·MONMOU G. ':jOUHC\Y'

The Native American character in this
ceremony c. 1970 is wearing face paint,
which is now prohlhlre(j by the national
reglllati(ms. In the foregrollni| can he seen

the Br()therho(Kl ]og. It was carved by Tom

Morley in 1957 and contains a list of the
earliest Br()therh(m(l members of" the 1(K|ge.
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Robert Mayberry ("Tindeuchin") of
Lon¥ Branch and Dennis "Ea£zle"
Wood of Ocean Grove march in the
parade in Ocean Grove in their
Native American clothinµ Mayberry
and Wood were cornerstones of the
|(Rlge's fine dance team for many
years. Thc team has won several
section c(m)l'critions, and individual
Jal]cer,b have competed at the

National Order of the Arrow
( :(mterel)ce. (I'hoto¥raph courtesy
of" Mrs. Janicc Mayberry.)
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Calvin DeWitt ,,f' Tiimp 49, Fort
M(ml))()url), ]'crh)rll)c(| ill the annual
Fainilv l3anqiict tit Buck Smith's in
1980. DcWitr \\'ilt dance ream
chairinan and ill) excellent dancer.

2

3

Seuen

Cubbing

and Exploring
Once the Boy Scout program was well established for 12·year-old (and, later, ll-year-old) boys,

' rhe Boy Scouts of America began to consider a program for younger boys. In 1930, an
"experimental" Cub program was launched, which was soon adopted as an official element of the

' ' Boy Scouts of America. At first controversial, since some felt that it would siphon adult leaders

, train the Boy Scout program, Cubbing quickly proved its merit and has become an integral part
¢ d" Scouting. The first official Cub pack was organizecj in Lon¥ Branch in Felmary 1931.

While the Cub Scout program has remained a stable mainstay of Scouting for 70 years, the
'bljer boy," or "Senior Scout," programs have been overhauled several times. The Boy Scouts
of" America has tried several formulas with varyiry; success. The following is a summary of the
ina,jor Senior Scout programs (except Order of the Arrow, which was covered in chapter 6).

Sea Scouts, 1912-1948
Sea Explorers, 1949-1998
Sea Scouting, 1998-present
Rover Scouts, 1935-1952
Senior Scouts, 1935-1949
Explorer Scouts, 1935-1946
Explorer Scouts-Ranger Award Program, 1944-1951
Explorer Scouts-Silver Award Proµam, 1950-1965
Air Scouts, 1942-1948
Air Explorers, 1949-1965
Special Interest Explorers, 1958-present (transitioned to Learning for Life

division in 1998)
Varsity Scouts, 1984-present
Venture Scouts (as a patrol in a troop), 1989-present
Venturing, 1998-present

The first Senior Scout unit in Monmouth Council was Sea Scout Ship 1, chartered in Red
Bank in April 1929. The council has had as many as 11 active Sea Scout or Sea Explorer ships
sill)ultaneously, although in the last decade, interest has waned. The Explorer Scout program
\\'ilS quite active between the 1940s and 1960s, but membership in it has sagged since the 1970s.
The new Venturin¥ program (includine Sea Scoutin¥) has recently rekindled interest in the
older boy (and girl) program.
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Members of the Joshua Huckh' Fitc illlj D111111 ( :( )11'x, lbxt 90, Colts Neck, lead a flag procession at
:he Scout show in 1982. W:ihcr \1 )()r])cc\ \\',n rhc !M)xr .ijviser. In 1988, the post traveled to France
or the Rochambeau '88 celc|'r,l[h)l) ()f" Fr,|])c(.'k |'.lrt|cil',l[i()n in the American Revolution.
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eg" the united states navy 1"
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T

FY?ESENTS THIS

, CERTIFICATE\ ""'q""- TO %
"\ " "7!--. --

u. ' .,., ^. ,· :.
IN REcoGNm AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF HIS PART/C/PAT/ON

'Y
ON 22 AND 23 MARCH, /952, IN THE t ,

SECOND ANNUAL
' ""—~_ . ik

'EncampUent
'

' U.S. NAV , .J.

"°"'"%' m"" '

" ""@8b"

,,,,,,',:,:kS!?,,, ~'h±E±
This certificate was presented to Frank X. Flynn of Union Beach for his participation in the
1952 Sea and Air Explorer Encampment at Naval Air Station Lakehurst. The encampments
were frequently hosted at military bases. The military's "top brass" viewed supporting the Boy
Scouts of America's Explorer pro?ram as good public relations as well as a
potential recruiting opportunity.

"a" i;d
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,,, .· ·q,· -'.,sN' 'a : !'? "f '."Uy,.. . . &'
. ' ' · . ' " ·' " . . "· . . g -' ; -4. '
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3a " "' "' "·"%. "' ' "",g"' -'.. - · ·"? " "

Sea Explorers form-up for evening retreat at the third annual encampment at Naval Air Station
Lakehurst in 1953. Lakehurst is known around the world as the site of the Hindenburg tra¥edy,
but its more important role is in naval training. (U.S. Navy photograph.)
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The Explorers and Boy Scouts did
a "good turn" at the Pet Show and
Carnival held in 1955 at the
Grape Farm, Lincroft, to raise
funds for the Monmouth County
Organization for Social Service
(MCOSS, now called the Visiting
Nurse Association of Central
Jersey) by cjirecting traffic and
helpin¥ the ladies of the carnival
committee. Sea Explorer Ronald
Bowles (left) of Atlantic
Highlands gets pointers on
directin¥ traffic from Trooper
Edward Wilke (center) of
the Shrewsbury Barracks
while Edward G. Walder of
Atlantic Highlands looks on.
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Eig/it

Adult Leaders

b

\1 the kcal council level, the Boy Scouts of America relies on both a paid staff and an
, \.| ensive network of volunteers to accomplish the purposes of Scouting. Each has a particular
., 'e in the Scoll[ing program. Many Scouters have appeared in the previous chapters, but to
.i 'ce a \vell-roullded history ('f Monmouth Council, it is important to acknowledge the
, k ntributions of the adult Scmrers to the success of the Boy Scout movement.

At the front of the council is the Scout executive—the chief executive officer of the council.
The Scout executive works with the (volunteer) executive board to set the overall direction for
thc council. He ensures that all Boy Scouts of America policies that are set at the national level
,irc followed at the local level. The men who filled this position were Merritt L. Oxenham
( M7-1923), John A. Danton (1924-1925), Edwin J. Bath (1926-1927), Frank C. Cobb
( M7-1937), Ernest M. Blanchard (1937-1942), John Northup (1942-1951), J. Fred Billett
( N51-1968), Orland L. Johnson (1968-1977), Charles D. Ball (1977-1983), Walter T.
Weaver Ill (1983-1987), James W. Kay (1988-2001), and Matthew Thornton (2001-present).
M,itthew Thornton adds that the Scout executive also has the privilege of signing every
E,i,gle Scout certificate.

The council has an executive board composecl of dedicated men and women from across the
cnuncil who are leaders in their respective towns and professions. Headine the board is the
council president. The first president was W. Strother Jones of Red Bank.

The Boy Scouts of America offers a variety of awards to adult Scouters to recognize their
m"vice. The highest award that a council may bestow on a Scouter is the Silver Beaver. The
first Silver Beaver presented by Monmouth Council was to Arthur Brisbane in 1932. He made
available to the council the land and buildines at Allaire Village for Camp Burton-at-Allaire.
There have been a total of 281 recipients of the Silver Beaver in Monmouth Council through
2002. There have also been seven Silver Fawns, an honor given to female Scouters in lieu of
the Silver Beaver from 1971 to 1974.

To maintain a high-quality program, there are many trainin¥ courses available for adults. The
advanced adult training course is Wood Badge. This course traces its roots back to Gilwell Park
in England in 1919. In the United States, it was initially offered only at the Schiff Scout
Reservation in Mendham, the national training center for the Boy Scouts of America. To make
it more widely available, councils and regions were eventually authorized to host Wood Badge
courses. Monmouth Council has hosted nine cowscs: 347-1 (Forestburg, 1967), 347-2
(Forestburg, 1969), NE-IV-B (Schiff, 1975), NE-IV-25 (Quail Hill, 1979), NE-IV-31 (Quail
Hill, 1983), NE-III-105 (Quail Hill, 1989), NE-III-119 (Quail Hill, 1993), NE-II-79 (Quail
Hill, 1996), and NE-I1-108 (Quail Hill, 2001).
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Tom "Chief Grey Fox" Morley of
Oceanport was a ranger at Camp
Housman and enjoyecj Native
American lore and creating
dramatic campfires. He carved the
totem poles on the front of the
Forestburg dinine hall and often
carved neckerchief slides for his
young Scout friends. In 1968, he
was named the first life member
of Na Tsi Hi Lodge and was a
Silver Beaver recipient. Troops
140 and 240 in Middletown were
known as the "Morley Ran¥ers"
and "Morley Scouts," respectively,
in his honor.
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Frederick Housman was council
president from 1926 to 1929. He
received the Silver Beaver award in
1939. The Housmans donated the
property in Ocean County for the first
Camp Burton. The camp on Hurley
Pond Road at Allaire was named
Camp Housman in Mr. Housman's
honor; he left a large amount of money
in his will to the council for camp
improvements. The Forestburg dinin£'
hall is named Housman Memorial
Lodge in his memory.
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Benedict "Gentle Ben" Mazzucco (shown here)
and Gus Bogart (see chapter 4) were known as
"Frick and Frack" around Dan Beard Camp. Both
men served as Dan Beard directors. Mazzucco was ,1
Massachusetts Institute of Technology graduate,
and his wife, Mary, is a retired professor from New
York University. The Mazzuccos are Hanoverian
horse breeders, and they board horses on their
lOO-acre farm in Millstone. Whenever a Scout Wilx
homesick at Forestburg, Mazzucco would tell him
stories about his favorite horse, Luke.
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Thnina> IJcvlin, Ill whose meinc'i"\'
Devlin Lojl'c ill Quail llill ix
1LllllCj, \\'11> an active Scouter

illlj Order ()f" the Arrow ineinbcr.
Devlin \\";1> thc adviser of

P

rhc Orjcr of the Arrow s
calnr"rr(m)()ri()l] coininitree and

asqi3te(l Lojge AJvi>ci" ( :tlr|

Mt|l(.|]Cttl uhen rhe |(K|ge'>

k':l(|erx|]i!' \\';i> re('rg:ll]izcj

in the 1%0,.
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