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SPIRIT OF SCOUTING "76
The fascinating history of

one of America’s great Boy
Scout Councils, 1911-1975

By William J. Brittain

Here’s a book that anyone whom St. Louis
Area Boy Scouting has ever really touched
will find hard to put down.

Accurately tracing events over three score
and five years is never easy, or continuously
interesting. This book is an exception. Filled
with facts and figures, humor, pathos and
drama, it unfolds the trials and tribulations,
and accomplishments, of uncounted Scouters,
Sometimes uncertain of their methods, but
never unsure of their goals, they labored to
bring America’s ideals and dreams to thou-
sands of St. Louis Area boys in their most
formative years. The successful outcome has
been indisputable.

The reader is picked up in 1911 and swepl
through the roaring of the Twenties, the dark-
ness of the Depression, the trauma of four
wars, and the nation’s crises of confidence
in the late "60s and early "70s.

The names of some famous people are in
these pages, men whose influence on Scouting
in St. Louis, as well as nationally, has ]]l.‘t_!;
great. Robert Baden-Powel] . . Ernest
Thompson Seton . . . Daniel Beard . . .
William Howard Taft . . . Charles E. Lindbergh
- .- Douglas MacArthur—they are all here,
But the greatest impact stemmed from
innumerable St. Louisans, many also named,
whose untiring efforts at the grass roots made

Jcouling here work as in few other places.

Spirit Qf.‘?mu!f'ng 70 is indeed a book worthy
of one’s personal library, to be referred to
when despair fills the air and disappointment
seems unbearable.

\F' ¢ [Jlj'l'ffjllt.'j_ that in the years ahead Spirit of
'I'_*'-"'"*-‘:lr;,,g 76 will be widely quoted to those of
dint heart and Jittle faith—and deservedly so!

£5.00
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HIS BOOK IS DEDICATED to
the many thousands of Scouters
who, seeking neither gain nor
glory, have devoted years of their
lives to the boys of the St. Louis Area. For each
name written herein, thousands more are
cherished in the hearts of those whom they
helped lead into manhood. Their reward has
been in the warm friendships and close associa-
tions forged in the ranks of Scouting, and in
the satisfaction of a job well done.

—Russell J. Hart, Scout Executive
St. Louis Area Council,
Boy Scouts of America
January, 1976
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Foreword

ost people are aware of the Boy

Scouts of America. But few, par-

ticularly those not directly

t'lh'i-(lL‘iillL:d with the movement,
are familiar with its depth of involvement with
so many, young and old: and its il'LﬂI_.lCI'll"t‘ on
their lives, briefly lor some, over a lifetime for
others.

[ for one, until writing this ﬁlumk. uhs.en-‘rd
Scouting from the sidelines. .‘\}'l‘upatlw!uu at
times envious, ol my friends \\'lm_!mmd time to
sive so much lo Scouting, | often wondered
what moved them. Now I know. In our young-
sters, especially today, we see things Illull may
have eluded us—values undefined, experiences
unrealized, goals unmet, hopes abandoned.

Being an adult Scouter, it is now clr:ar- to me,
demands much more than the mere giving of
one’s time, effort and money. It compels a con-
cern for others, a call to conscience, a commit-
ment of the heart as well as the will. Call these
people what you wish, inchu}mg dn-;:,czod(?rs.
without them no values-building nrgamlzuhu.n
survives, much less succeeds; a‘nd nowhere is
this more evident than in Scouting.

To have met with so many of these l""npl.u- N
the past several years; to h‘m'c sjhurcd, if ,n]l?,l'v
vicariously, their lives in S(-nutm_ﬂ: to realize
that beneath the familiar Euhlw relutmn‘s
image of a hugely successful, 65-year old m{"j“m'
zation there is tremendous substance, leaves me
with the warm feeling that my writing this
book has been time well spent.

My thanks to all whose time, patience and efforts
have contributed so much to what I believe l‘ﬁ
be a worthy recounting of the history of St. Louis

Area Seouting.

— William J. Brittain



“AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME

Livitenant-General Sir Roberi Bl

7

n-Powell, founder of Sconting

Chapter 1

COUTING 1S MEMORIES. Of
dew-sparkled campgrounds and
the clear notes of a bugle. Ol
sun-dappled trails and the [ra-
grance ol [rying bacon. Of conlidences .-Lll;lrcdlin
night-darkened tents, and the Immlrhhphni a
special friend. OF new skills p:'lillh(:lknl_'_ll}
learned, and the pride in a parent's eye as your
achievements are recognized.

This is a book of lacts, ol dates, ol the names ol
men and boys, of problems encounlered .lll'ltl
solutions worked out, But even more, it is a
book of memories—the memories of men and
women who were there when it happened, w.]m
remember how it was, and who take quiet pride
in how it is today. They are men and women
who have paid their dues to their society, their
God, and their country . . . those who, with so
many now gone, plan{t'tl thu seed of Scouting
in St. Louis and nurtured its growth with faith

and dedicated effort.

They worked hard for a living, these velerans
ol Ill: ‘umllln-' movemenl, and then spent
long hours with their troops or in committee
or |Nuu:i meelings or outl raising funds, They
had little time to keep formal records. So the
Ih"—!”““l‘l!.'."‘ arc |'||tf'n|l|r'\ now lll re '~|1;IF|II
and ¢ Imrl. here blurred by time . . ||1L‘ memories
of men like Henry C. ]hnmpann and his brother.
Um-n. Albert W. Lantz: {|1.I[il'*- ‘Bucky™ f\!rl:-.u
Carl 1. Laemmli; Col. Carl S. Bauman; Leon
Dickson: LeRoy Lane; Merle ‘“inmn y, and m‘m\.
The chall enges of those ear |\ years are
to those of them who are still with
 the shared excitement and close

others,
very  real
us, and so ai

friendships forged in the dawn of a great adven-
ture. Today we know just how great that adven-
ture was to be, and how rewarding to those
who took part.

Nostalgia has long gilded the opening years of
the Twentieth Ct‘l‘lhll’\ To the modern St.
Louisan, it has become a Golden Era—the era
of the World’s Fair and Meet Me in St. Louie.
Louie, of civic optimism and soaring growth, of
plush mansions and ecatfish and crystal.

But to those who lived through them, the early
1900°s were not all that glorious, save for a
privileged few. Men (and, too often. women
and children) labored long, hard hours for little
pay. Too many spent stunted lives in gloomy
factories and g grim tenements. For the children
of the growing muldl:* class, there was a sense of
loss: tlw frontiers had vanished, and with them
a sense ol adventure. Instead of the open
wilderness where generations of Americans had
found their manhood, youth faced cluttered
streets and cramped classrooms. They sought
escape in dime novels that ree reated, with a
woeful lack of accuracy, the exploits of Daniel
Boone and Kit Carson, and made Buffalo Bill
an American idol,

American youth was—even as today—at a
crossroads. Tts heritage of the open frontier, its
tradition of the self-reliant woodsman and
pioneer, were lm!lnu. The .lllt'llldll\l'—lht‘ re-
creation in the New World of the faceless. root-
less masses of the Old W orld—appalled many
concerned Americans.



For there were men who cared deeply about the
future of youth. They felt the need for action,
for a plan, a movement to channel youth’s
restless energy and to shape young minds and
bodies in wholesome preparation for manhood
and citizenship.

As every Scout knows, they found the plan in
England. It was called “Scouting for Boys.” And
when it took hold and grew in America, it be-
came one of history’s most dynamic forces,
molding millions of American boys to the high-
est ideals of manhood. It was an idea whose

time had come.

Scouting for Boys was the brainchild of an
authentic hero, British Lt.-Gen. Sir Robert
Baden-Powell, whose romantic exploits as a
scout, spy, and hero of the Boer War had made
him the paladin of England’s youth. A_ll Scﬂnuts
know the story of the chance meeting in a
London fog of U. S. Publisher William D.
Boyce and the “Unknown Scout,” whose good

turn inspired Boyce to bring Scouting across
the Atlantic in 1910,

But even before Boyee, Baden-Powell’s move-
ment had attracted the attention of some of
those concerned Americans. The appearance in
1908 of his handbook, Scouting for Boys, an
adaptation of a training manual he had written
for Britain’s army, sparked U.S. emulation.
Famed Naturalist Ernest Thompson Seton had
formed his "Woaoderaft Indians.” Woodsman and
Illustrator Dan Beard had organized his “Society
of the Sons of Daniel Boone.”

And in obscure Fredonia, Kansas, a young St.
Louisan named Henry C. Thompson was work-
ing with a boys’ club. He obtained a copy of
Baden-Powell's book and promptly turned his
club into a Boy Scout troop. He did not know it
then, but he had just taken the first step toward
the establishment of Scouting in St. Louis, and
the formation of the St. Louis Area Council,
Boy Scouts of America.

Daniel C. Beard, Samed woodsman, tustrator, and author,
merged his “Society of the Sons of Danicel Boone' with

the Boy Scouts of Awmerica in 1990, and was for

many years National Scont Commissioner




“IN THE BEGINNING . ..”
... THE COUNCIL ORGANIZES

===vear-nle Henry € Fhompsan, first Scout Exeentive { then

called “Commissioner™) of the Sk Louts Counetl, at
his elesk in Room MOG of the

afier his appoimment n July, 101} Thompson was to
retain active in Scouting wnifl his death m 1974

Chemical Building a month
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N 1909 HENRY THOMPSON
returned to school in St. Louis
and. with his brother Owen,
helped form a Scout traop at
Webster Groves' Episcopal Church of the Re-
deemer—an early example ol the close ties
between Scouting and existing community in-
stitutions, He soon found that others shared
his enthusiosm, and had discovered Baden-
Powell's Handbook. Later that year, a handful
of U.S. Seoul (roops were chartered by the
newly-organized Boy Scouts ol Canada.

St. Louis proved lertile sround for l.l,w new idea.
Its location as Gateway to the West had 51.1-
tracted a vigorous population of diverse ethnic
strains who had learned to live and work to-
gether, They were a hard-working people \\:‘Im
cared about their children, and knew that “as
the twig is bent . . ) |
their s{inh was the shaping of the future. “‘”lcll
ared on the scene, St. Louisans

Scouting appe .
leals, and many were

recognized its worth and ic
to devote much of their lives to it.

as one of them. His memories
and love of Scouting remained \'i\'ir! ‘1||.1l|l I\l::-
recent death. Others included Capt. .“ ||‘1|.lml :
1 iT I " the St. Louis Clearing-
Hoxton, chairman ol the < ~ White. or-
house Association, and Arnold C. iile,

Henry Thompson w

“—that in the shaping of

ganizers of Troop 1: Attorney Edward M. Puller,
with Troop 5 (later Troop 51) at St. Peters
Episcopal Church; Charles Ellis of Troop 3 at

Realtor Festus J. Wade, one Judge Duniel G. Taylor, first
of Scouting’s early backers. St Leuis Council President

Shaw Avenue Methodist Church; Fred W.
Cheever, whose Troop 34 at Lafavette Park
M. E. Church welcomed a new recruit named
Carl H. Laemmli on October 7, 1911: Gustave
Schmidt, Jr., at Second Baptist Church: C. A.
McLaughlin at Central YMCA, and many others.
When the Boy Scouts of America, soon to be-
come the National Council, BSA, was incorpo-
rated February 8, 1910, these were among the
first troops chartered.

The idea Boyce had brought from England was
growing. Boyce and a friend, Colin H. Living-
stone of Washington, D. C., incorporated the




The “outing"” in Scouting— the motenent’s
strongost n‘lrp'm'-‘h’I stnee the I’ﬂ'j,’itlﬂ.l'lr,:."

O

movement. It attracted support such as Edgar
M. Robinson of the National YMCA, who saw
it as the beginning of a single nationwide or-
ganization I;l‘illgh‘lg together the many then-
competing youth movements. 111_]“1‘“'. Il"”ll,
leaders of 37 of these groups met with business-
men, educators, and journalists to create
permanent Boy Scoul organization. A ?\'uh:m'.lll
Couneil was formed, with Li\"m‘-:,:aln‘ml' "."'.I res.
ident, Ernest Thompson Seton as L-!“l‘tg b‘f'l‘l“-
and Dan Beard as one of the first three National

Sceout Commissioners.

In St. Louis, meanwhile, the pascent lnn\'u:llui.::.
Maoer boys were apply

was enlisting support. Fager boys were appl) [ﬁ
1 v TR

for membership. It was evident |lhl.ll H;n:ml
andards be sel &

must be coordinated, that standards be sel n

A number of prominen

irograms established. 2 e
ProR [ Seoul deton to meet

citizens invited Chie
with them.

i $ ¥
On the evening of April 11, I.*Jl_:. Exh:;l:: '-::]ﬂ::
dining room of the old f\lu.'_rrunhBu . ch;n&ltﬁ 1
explained the purposes ol Illw u).t_ RouIE
America to an intent audience of 9 ’.n o
civic leaders, and urged the Iurnlhn'.uulh s
Couneil to guide the movement um-.". He
t instant fruits the gue:
yot to finance the Coun-
From that moment

recommendation bore
pledged $3.000 on the St
¢il’s first year of operation.
the Council moved ahead.

oad by Capt.
A month later, at a meeting IIhd1rl-:.!|*:']-L‘lt~ﬂ.'1]t't|
Hoxton, three outstanding citizens o

= ora: Chair-
- ey Wt re.
as the first Council ofl They

. jcers. . jurist and
man, Judge Daniel G.

Tavlor, fame

founder of the Racquet Club: Treasurer. Charles
H. Rice of Rice-Stix, one the city’s leading
merchants: and Temporary Chiefl Scouter, C. A.

McLaughlin of the YMCA.

The Executive Committee consisted of W, Q.
Andrews, E. . H. Bennett, 0. P. Blake. W.
Christy Bryan, H. Chouteau Dyer, Hugh M.
Fullerton, George S. Johns, Paul Jones, G. W.
King, William J. Kinsella, C. A. McLaughlin.
L. E. Schleiter, George H. Shields, Jr., Charles
H. Stix, R. N. Stubbs, Judge George H. Williams,
George B. Cummings, Charles H. Rice, and Capt.
Hoxton—a galaxy of St. Louis civie, business,
and youth leaders.

The first task was to find a full-time executive
(then called the “Scout Commissioner™). It
was evident that Scouting was too important
to be guided solely by volunteers, no matter
how well-intentioned. The choice was a wise
one: Henry C. Thompson, then a young electri-
cal engineer who had already demonstrated his
ability and dedication. On July 24, 1911, he was
officially elected Commissioner of the St. Louis
Council: his brother, Owen, became Commis-
sioner of the then-separate Webster Groves
Council.

Within a week Thompson undertook his duties
at a borrowed desk at the Charles H. Stix
Leather Co. Three weeks later Judge Taylor
helped obtain a room in the Chemical Building
at 721 Olive—"headquarters™ to generations
of Scouts and Scouters. The great adventure
had begun.
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SCOUTING TAKES ROOT:
THE FORMATIVE YEARS—1911-1917

HE COUNCIL was scarcely or-
ganized belore the St. Lnlfih
leadership met and mastered its
first serious challenge—and in
doing so, made a significant contribution to the
nationwide spread of the Scouting idea.

The newly-fledged Scout movement I'mn.ul iillll.g
favor in Roman Catholic eyes, ‘"'“*m"".lll"- 2
St. Louis with its strong Irish and German
minorities. The local hierarchy, priests, and laity
all opposed it, One key reason was the Een
anti-English bias of the St. Louis [rn:h. !J‘u;l
though the National Committee on Stanc ani
ization had “Americanized” the Scout Oath e
Scout Law. the movement's [.ﬁrltih]l‘umrl;lll1
aroused Catholic suspicion and opposition.

als and outlets oflered

Yet nowhere were the ide -
o needed than in some

by St'uulin;: more sorely ; There “less-
of the poor Catholic parishes, -“- to partici-
chance” bhoys had little “|‘|mr;lmll.} ..”| I{i'lthw
pate in the American ‘Ir“ml' : m.mlmlh-l Jn;r hy
lics who had embraced the Scouting philosopi

recognized this.

- WL ol
Judge Taylor, himsell @ L“.lh“h-tj] H’:Jli-l'-l::ll:‘u:llltul
Lwo |(-nd||.t'_’. co-religionists. I.-t.hmh -' 1:‘:\' t”m'
William J. Kinsella, and with Ill](-!lx.ﬁ] .-‘;rl'll-
missioner, Henry Thompson, callec

bishop John J. Glennon.

Trailblazers of a great adventire
{he f',rﬂ] .“‘."rrfn' Hyrfﬁ'_ fr}f,l'

4

Wade described the achievements of his son,
who proudly wore the insignia of Thompson's
original troop. Kinsella declared that he fer-
vently supported the principles of Scouting.

His Excellency was skeptical. “What,” he de-
manded, “about the poor boy, the ‘less-chance’
boy ?”

[t was the opening that the canny Judge sought.
He explained that Scouting offered even more
to underprivileged youngsters than to the sons
of the more affluent. The Archbishop hurled a
challenge. There was a poor parish in the slums
of South St. Louis. If Scouting proved it could
work there . . .

Within days Commissioner Thompson sought
out the parish priest, Father James Nugent of
St. Vincent dePaul Parish on South Ninth
Street, who with the Archbishop’s consent glad-
ly joined the enterprise. And on August 8, 1911,
the nation’s first Catholie-sponsored lroop was
chartered.

As Scouters nationwide watched the experi-
ment, Thompson devoted much time to the new
troop. They joined his own Troop 8 to take their
lirst hike to Meramec Highlands, Kinsella of-
fered to outfit them; informed they were ex-
pected to buy their own uniforms, he arranged
to have them serve as paid playground super-
VISOrs.




The troop thrived. Under Scoutmaster Edward
Murphy, who had been trained personally by
Henry Thompson, the St. Vincent troop became
one of the city's finest, and sparked the forma-
tion of other Catholic-sponsored units. The St.
Louis success literally opened Scouting to mil-
lions of U. S. Catholic boys, even though many
Catholics continued to regard the movement
with some suspicion into the late 1920's.

Challenge met, challenge mastered—and Scout-
ing came to the inner city decades before other
organizations even recognized the need.

Council work gathered steam. By the fall of
1911, the St. Louis area counted 44 registered
troops and more than 750 Scouts. Thompson
set a goal of a thousand as soon as possible.
Strong local newspaper support spread the word
and spurred recruiting. The community was
beginning to back up the new idea.

A key event was the visit of President William
Howard Taft to St. Louis in October, 1911. With
an admirable feel for public relations, the Coun-

cil arranged to have 600 uniformed Scouts meet
the portly President at Union Station and escort
him to the Planters Hotel. National news cover-
age added fresh luster to the Scout image—and
to the St. Louis Council.

The public interest engendered by the smartly-
cadenced march of the Taft Honor Guard sug-
gested another community-wide event with
cven more portent lor the future—one of the
nation’s first Camporalls. The site was Art Hill
in Forest Park; planned was an overnight camp-
out and a program the next morning, to which
the public was invited,

Dwight Davis, of Davis Cup fame, was then the
city’s Park Commissioner. Interested in Scout-
ing, and a member of the organizing commitlee
set up at the Mercantile Club meeting, he none-
theless viewed with trepidation what 300 ener-
getic boys might do to his beloved park. Thomp-
son convinced him that his Scouts, who had
already made many “overnights™ to Meramee
Highlands, the Cahokia Mounds, Stout’s Creek
in the Ozarks, and Chautauqua, were trained
to leave tidy campsites,

Seout Honor Guard awaits the arrival of President William Howard Tafi,
October, 1911, one of the first civie events in which Scouts participated

|
Iowas a tide smoky on Art Hill during the fist (.'ufrr‘rmmh'. November 17-18,
1911, but these sturdy dads engoved cvery minute of

i s . - ( s 4
[he Camporall of November 17-18, I]'l_L. mll?~ Il
tremendous success, Filteen troops pat tic I'!‘“l L
and thousands of St. Louisans l-‘“J”}'Lf” MIELT
first look at demonstrations ol ht-‘t‘nilrlrfk; s (in-
cluding the new-fangled “wireless, which many
onlookers fatly refused to believe).
s issioner Thompson
As the year turned, Commissi s
represented St. Louis at the 5'““.“}]\; ‘“;?( rk
: ) 2]l w 1ork.
meeting of the National Council in New Tork
: S : vitation to General Sir
He bore with him an invite 1S with Chief
Baden-Powell, then touring ”‘,‘;‘ U, w t\i-ail St
- o 3 ] i adle
Scout Executive James E. West, I e
) s triumphal visit on
Louis. Lord Baden-Powell’s triumj e e
February 25, 1912 was a };i;g]lllghl of l_n. I!-n
J arly 2.000 Scouts massed 10
early years here; nearly 2 SR
A " 004 World's Fair Jai Lai
cheer “B. P." at the 1904 W« ) and 18 of
Building (later the Winter f;m-(_lm-".lfrmn his
them received their Iirst (-*l‘“'"“’l plmakin" i
hands. He honored Th!"”l’“”“_ ]‘; IB"M' q:nulﬁ.
an honorary member of ”u_'. Brltlhll qvc;"'-'"‘ WETe
That night hundreds ol ll‘lll‘t{:lrln}l{\;r:_;[ ‘:sl;.tl“’- It
the puests of Bulfalo Bill's Wild Ve

had been quite a day.

In light of their success, it was no surprise when
all officers and committeemen of the St. Louis
Council were reelected in April, 1912—a month
that also saw St. Louis’ first Court of Honor,
the recognition ceremony held when Scout ad-
vancement awards are presented. Other 1912
highlights included the participation of 60 troops
in Arbor Day ceremonies, each troop planting
its own tree (some of which still stand) at the
northern edge of Forest Park along Lindell
Boulevard; and a Memorial Day parade and
demonstration by 2,000 Scouts at Jefferson Bar-
racks, where they passed in review before the
Commandant.

The year’s major triumph, however, was hardly
noticed by press or public, and it sprang directly
from the Jefferson Barracks event. For the
parade’s military overtones ignited sharp criti-
cism. Such criticism was neither new nor,
perhaps, entirely unjustified. To many Ameri-
cans of that era, nurtured on distaste for mili-
tarism and distrust of standing armies, Scouting
was suspect. Some called Scouters “boy soldiers.”
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West End troop lines up for inspection before a hike, September, 1012

And Scout activities had definite military as-
pects. Baden-Powell had consciously modeled
the British movement on Army lines. The
American Scout uniform, designed to put all
boys on the same level, was an adaptation of
Army gear of the Spanish-American War . . .
choke collars, wide-brimmed campaign hats,
canvas leggings, web belts (all as uncomfort-
able as they looked ). Scouts were organized into
troops and patrols, led by Scoutmasters in whip-
cord cavalry breeches and leather puttees, They

practiced close-order drill and the manual of

arms with dangerous-looking, six-foot quarter-
staves. Above all, both active and retired officers
were among Slfnuling'n lustiest supporters;
military titles stud early Scouter rosters.

Organized labor and its militant leader, Samue]
Gompers, were suspicious of Scouting. In a time
when state and federal troops often intervened
in labor disputes, labor opposition to “mili-

tarism™ was understandable. In the summer of
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1912, at a widely-reported St. Louis labor meet-
ing. Gompers violently attacked the Scouting
movement.

Judge Taylor, as always at the forefront in a
crisis, promptly requested a meeting with Gom-
pers and other labor chieftains. A hostile Gom-
pers fired the first salvo.

“You fellows,” he thundered, “are trying to
make soldiers out of boys who someday will be
called upon to shoot laboring men! We in the
labor movement want the poor boy to hate the
rich boy! Now, Judge, what have you got to

say ?"

Judge Taylor calmly allowed Gompers to end
his tirade, then quietly related the story ol
Baden-Powell, of the Unknown Scout. He em-
phasized the peaceful aims of Scouting . . . to
make well-rounded citizens of the nation's
youth: to foster justice for all, poor as well as

The military ook, Seont Uil
St. Peter's Episcopal €hure h i full .a"iH reglin
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rich: to teach skills and morality. Scouting’s
work, he said. would further labor’s ideals, but
without the class hatred and bloodshed Gompers
feared. With his resonant voice and command-
ing presence. it was an unforgettable
performance.

There was thoughtful silence as Judge Tavlor
finished. Then Gompers snorted, half-reluctant-
Iv. “Taylor. if you know these to be the objects
of your organization, | cannot see that there is
anything inimical to the labor movement. I'll
send word to our labor people that there is
nothing seriously wrong with your Boy Scouts.”™

It was hardly a ringing endorsement, but within
days the hostile labor press ceased its attacks. A
significant victory had been won. For the second
time in its first year, St. Louis had made a his-
toric contribution to Scouting. The tact and
diplomacy of St. Louis Council leaders had
allayed the suspicions and won at least tacit
support from twe powerful forces in U. S. society
—the Roman Catholic Church and organized
labor.

These crises behind them, the Council turned
its attention to promoting growth and to the
activity which most interested boys—camping.

of exeofficers
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Hup-two-three-four! Scouts pass in review at Jefferson Barracks in 1015, With
f p )

war raging in Eurape, Scouting was enlisting increasing public support.

The first Council two-week camp was scheduled
for July, 1912, at Fox Creek near Allenton, Mo.

Today such matters are routine, but in 1912 the
logisties were formidable. The few experienced
Council members laid out the campsite a mile
from the train station. A. Harry Beddoe of Troop
48, a grocery buyer, was made commissary
clerk. Troop 8’s Arnold C. White was enrolling
and finance officer. A physician and nurse
volunteered their services, and the Army at
Jefferson Barracks loaned Sibley tents and an
Army mess sergeant. On July 8, two extra cars

attached to the Missouri Pacific local left Union
Station with 165 Scouts and 30 Scouters from
20 troops for “Camp Dan Taylor." By noon the
tents, each housing eight Scouts, were up de-
spite a sudden downpour, a hearty lunch had
been served, and the boys were settling in.

That first Council camp set a pattern familiar
to generations of Scouts and Scouters. The
summer days were filled with hiking, swimming,
learning Scout skills and handicrafts, with tests
for advancement. Each evening, after Wherry
Winter, a diminutive Scout from Troop 38,

blew “Retreat,” men and boys gathered around
the campfire to sing and tell tall tales. And when
the weary boys were bedded down, the leaders
mel to plan the next day's activities.

The planning was impromptu and improvised.
There was no SOP. These men were trail-
blazers, with few precedents. What program they
had was adapted to American conditions from
Baden-Powell's work, and they proceeded by
trial, error, and on faith. Learning just a step
ahead of their Scouts, they laid the foundations
for today’s magnilicent camping program.

In February, 1913, Henry C. Thompson, who
had done so much for St. Louis Scouting, had
to resign for personal reasons. He ;11\\11}'_.& 111.-1_i‘n-
tained, however, until his death June 15, 1974,
his close association with Scouting. He assisted
his brother, Owen E. Thompson, at Troop 50
of Union M. I, Church, and when Owen became

St. Louls Scoul Commissioner under then-
1919, continued to serve

His notes and memories
hook’s recon-

Iixecutive Simmons in
as a volunteer Scouter.
were the source of much of this

struction of Scouting’s early days.
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He was succeeded in 1913 by Maj. H. H. Sim-
mons, a British Boer War veteran who had been
field secretary of the Chicago Area Council. He
took over a thriving Council. It had grown from
13 troops to 72 in less than two years, from a
handful of Scouts to thousands. Simmons was
to serve as Commissioner, and later as Execu-
tive, for the next eight vears.

Coordinating the expanding work of the Council,
Maj. Simmons’ primary assignment was to stan-
dardize and stabilize troop operations, which in
those early days often varied from National
directives. Some troops were direct successors
to units originally chartered by such movements
as the Boys’ Brigade. the American Boy Scouts
of Publisher William Randolph Hearst, and
other pre-BSA groups. Their operations and
methods had to be integrated in what was
becoming standard Scout procedure.

Other troops were literally the personal crea-
tions of their Scoutmasters, not all of whom
appreciated Council direction, and some of
whom were not fully qualified. Maj. Simmons, a
crack organizer and administrator, brought or-
der from disorder, so that every Scout followed
the same path from Tenderfoot, Second Class,
and First Class to Life, Star, and Eagle. They
took the same tests, won the same merit badges,
wore the same uniform, and received the same
supervision. Ma). Simmons began what was
later to become the Leadership Training Pro-
gram, one of the nation's earliest, most out-
standing, and most successful.

The task was a big one. Simmons supplemented
a meager salary by working in a department
store book department. Council staff was equally
meager, and only the most pressing matters
could be handled. At first the new Commis-
sioner could rely on the counsel of Judge Taylor,
who remained as Council President, despite
failing health, until 1915. The judge was suc-
ceeded by Charles Nagel, a prominent St.
Louisan and former member of President Taft’s
Cabinet. He held office until 1917, when he was
succeeded by Capt. Allen C. Orrick, one of the
original Council members. Capt. Orrick took
command as war clouds gathered.



Chapter 11

THE SCOUTS AND WORLD WAR 1

N AUGUST 3, 1914, Eurape went
to war—and pl'ulmhlw the first
§1. Louisan to know ol it was

Wl

E‘:I"Hn of Troop 55 at Cote Brilliante Presbyterian
Church. “Bucky™ and his boys were camping
near Trondale and tinkering with their jerry-
h‘uill “wireless” machine when news ol the
German invasion of France and Belgium came
(|iln|}’ neross the air waves. Nobody believed
him until the newspapers hit the streets with
sereaming black headlines.
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Seoutmaster Charles “Bucky™

The full story of their activities may never |
told. Records are sparse and memories dtir Cr“?&
%;nm\ that Scouter ranks were 1]|inn.ll-d -1:]‘ :
joined the colors. We know that Im.ud;‘.-luwn'
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Here and there research surfaces scraps of i
formation. Three boys of Capt. ”tl.\:lmf‘; T :n.
8—Ben M. Bull, Page Robertson, and (;p::lr
Bakewell—enlisted in the 128th Field "\rli”l‘llnl
Missouri National Guard. Fourteen tm_”'"‘r ”t_n !
bers of Scoutmaster Ernest N. Birge's Tre lli.m-;
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Scouts did their bit, and more, selling Liberty and Victory Bones,

Many St. Louts Seouts won state and national awards for bonid sales

Cheever, went into uniform, and two, Arthur
Newman and Harry Potter, died in France.
Hundreds of former Scouts—and Scouters—
served in the 138th Infantry, one of the best
Guard regiments. And when the Guard came
home after the bloody ordeal of the Argonne,
many young faces were missing. But many who
survived owed much to the moral and physical
discipline they learned in Scouting.

The greatest contribution, of course, was on the
home front, especially during the four Liberty
Loan and postwar Victory Loan drives. But not
until the Fourth Liberty Loan Drive, after the
Scouts had more than proved themselves in
canvassing homes, stores, and offices, were they
allowed to solicit until after the field had been
covered by presumably more able adults. Ap-
parently the adults missed a few kernels; the

18

Scouts made the most of the restriction, and
with the battlecry of “Gleaners After the
Reapers!” they produced bond sales beyond
expectations. In the Second bond drive, lor
instance, one of every 18 sales was made by a
Scout.

Few records remain of actual results, save those
of Scoutmaster L. M. Hall’s Troop 46 of Imanuel
Baptist Church. In May, 1917, his troop sold
$2.850 of bonds. In October, 1917, after the
city’s biggest Scout parade to date, the troop
“gleaned” a whopping $87,550; 10 members
were awarded the bronze medal struck by the
U.S. to honor those selling 10 or more indi-
vidual subscriptions. And twice St. Louis troops
—Troop 22, an unaffiliated troop led by H. G.
Shelby, and Troop 17 of St. John's Episcopal
Church under Scoutmaster Allan Bacon—won

the state flag presented by President Wilson to
Scout units with the best Liberty Loan records
in each state.

Less dramatic but still impressive was the Scouts’
record in the sale of Thrift and War Savings
Stamps, which won them many new friends.

There were other activities to keep wartime
Scouts busy. Under the slogan, “Every Scout
Feed a Soldier,” almost every St. Louis troop
planted a backyard garden, which produced tons
of food for the war effort. In May, 1918, the War
I‘:“:I““'lllll.'llt asked the 142,000 U.S. Scouts ‘lﬂ
locate stands of black walnut, sorely needed for
rifle stocks. Nationwide, nearly 21 milltt‘m board
[eel were pinpointed; in St. Louis, _'|l'l‘”l‘ 1o
alone discovered 10,000 board [eet alter a two-
day search in Jellerson County, and thousands
l'|I'|Jlllll'|| feet were located by other troops. It

was a wonderful excuse for an overnight hike.

: { food i
Enthustastie: i not alheays experts Seouts raised tons of Ji

“Liborty Gerdons " in hachyards, vacait lots. ¢

wied suburban woodlots.

Then there were the peach pits. With gas war-
fare intensifying, the Army asked the Boy Scouts
to collect nutshells and peach pits, from which
charcoal for gas mask filters was processed.
Troops were assigned quotas, and Scouts of that
era recall eating a great many peaches.

In the summer of 1918 the virulent epidemic of
influenza broke out. It was to take 30 million
lives worldwide. 300,000 in the U.S. alone. By
October. St. Louis was reporting 560 new cases
a day. All but the most vital war industries and
public services came to a halt. Public satherings
were banned, and thousands of homes quaran-
tined. Scouts with handkerchiefs bound around
their mouths assumed many duties, and found
many opportunities to do a “good turn” for bed-
ridden neighbors and short-handed merchants.

With war’s end the Scouts continued to serve.,
Hu‘_\' assisted in Red Cross drives to collect
lood and funds for Europe’s starving masses.




Flying twas as fascinating to Seouts as
the new “wireless” diring World War |
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St. Louis Scouting, barely g how il

: . trying days
war came, learned in those trylm

could serve its country and its community.
Shaken by the departure of so many Scouters
for war service in and out of uniform. saddened
by the deaths of friends and relatives in battle
and camp. the Scouts united behind their Coun-
cil leaders and made a contribution to the war
ellort which won them the city’s recognition and
aratitude—and established them firmly as a
force in the community. Another challenge had
been met, another triumph registered

Not the least of the reasons for strong warlime
leadership was the election in 1918 of Clarence
H. Howard as President of the St. Louis Area
Council. A dynamie business leader. president
of Commonwealth Steel Co. (later General Steel
Industries), Howard was a man who cared
deeply about boys, and who had the wealth.
energy, and ability to make his care count. He
was the first of a trio of charismatic leaders—the
others were Scout Executive Earle W. Beckman
and Commissioner H. D. McBride —who were to
leave a lasting imprint on the Council and Scout-
ing in the postwar years,

e e



SCOUTING COMES OF AGE —THE TWENTIES
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Chapter]

URMOUNTING the challenges
of war, Scouting now flaced the
new challenges of a changing
America, Old standards were
changing, old ideals—the ideals embedded in
the Laws of Scouting—were being questioned.
A nation which had lost ils innoeence was re-
|llm'i|1g ﬁilllllh' faith with a new cynicism.

H Il](!l\' .-Irnn;.: men Lo hlmu] up lor Lhose |t|t-;l]:-'

and 1o instill them in a new generalion which
was Lo need all the moral fiber it could muster
1o survive the coming Depression andl :ll!{‘l|!l‘l:.
more terrible war. The St. Louis Arca Council
was hlessed with such leadership, men W ho set
thousands of young feet on the ri_ullil path.
Clarence H. Howard led the way, -'1-:'1-.1!1;,- men
of the highest caliber to serve un._lilv [.m.nu?l..
Then in 1921 Scout Executive ‘:\“m:"::;ﬁ].'\"-‘l-%
replaced by Earle W. Beckman ‘ﬂ“‘l.-'f: ,l )1 v ] ““‘t
Class Councils were directed by Executives,
with a *Commissioner” heading the volunteer
Scouters).

Earl Beckman was an outstanding organizer :‘II‘:I.]
administrator, and as veteran Scouters admiring-
ly recall, an ingeniousand imalginulw: pr[m-",‘-l]l;l:.
In 1911 a volunteer Scuulmnstt.!r n ..hcl.h_\_ vi l:,
Ind.. he became Shr.'_-“)}'\'iili._' 5 Lml‘t!nlsmlf.mli_l:
three years later, He .-nr'¢¢t| as ]"M.m-m.\li.{.;- -I| u'
Grand Valley Council '-{;mml..B“lm]?‘_.; T}l...
and of the Tall Pine Council (Flint, Mich.) be
fore coming to St. Louis.

Owen Thompson be-
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Commissioner by dynamic Col. H. D. McBride,
then secretary of Southwestern Bell Telephone,
completing the triumvirate who were to shape
the Council and St. Louis Scouting during the
coming vears. (The Webster Groves Council
merged with St. Louis in 1923.)

The trio of strong leaders took over a going
concern. Five districts had been organized,

Earle . Beckman, Scout Col . D. MeBride, Seout
Evecntive. 1921-1035, Commissioner. 192219407

covering the City of St. Louis, Clayton, Brent-
wood, Ferguson, Richmond Heights and Home
Heights (all, according to a 1921 report, “within
50 minutes ride by streetcar™ from the Chemical
Building Headquarters). The Headquarters staff
numbered four, with total annual salaries of
$7,140. Rent for the Council’s 400 feet of office
space was $1.73 per foot. Total Council revenue
was $14,008, raised from 518 contributors,

At the close of 1920, the Council had 117 troops
registered, with 3,143 Scouts . . . but with an
estimated “eligible boy population™ of 31,000,
clearly there was much to do to spread the word.



The scope of the challenge is clear when you
learn how Albert W. Lantz of Lantz Bros. Baking
Co. (later Scout Commissioner and Chief Scout )
formed his first troop at Winnebago Presby-
terian Church in South St. Louis in 1921. He
talked to Dean Sidney Sweet at Christ Church
Cathedral. who had formed a Scout troop from
his choir boys: picked up a stack of applications
at the Chemical Building; bought the Handbook
for Boys. Scoutmaster’s Fieldbook, and Ernest
Thompson Seton’s Nature Book . . . and. in his
words, “we were in business.” Eighty boys
showed up at the organizational meeting.

Organization was loose and communication be-
tween troops, districts and Headquarters was
sparse. “We worked.” Al Lantz recalls, “by guess
and by golly.” Scoutmasters taught themselves,
and then taught their boys. Leadership Training

existed. but was sporadic. Few boys could afford
complete uniforms, and many could not afford
the nickel-a-week dues.

But the idea was spreading, and boys were flock-
ing to newly-organized troops. Howard, Beck-
man, and McBride tightened and perfected troop,
district, and Council organization. Skilled young
professionals like Carl H. Laemmli, Merle D.
Shippey. Hanson Haun, John D. Wright, and
others moved into the Council office to eoor-
dinate programs and other activities which here-
tofore had been haphazard. Scouting as we know
it really began to come of age in the 1920’

Perhaps the decade’s noblest achievement was
the development of the Camp Program, one of
the earliest and still today one of the finest in
the nation.

Stew belililes in thi Jrn anred wet clothes dry u.‘r{’u the tent as Sconils ciingy
aut near Valley Parl: eacly in the 1920

Camping, of course, had always been at the heart
of the Scout movement, but had been essentially
a troop activity. Early troops either just hiked
out into the wilds, or rented convenient camp-
sites. Capt. Hoxton’s Troop 8, for instance,
rented a log cabin at Fern Glen near Valley Park,
where they learned Scoutcraft at “Camp Kim™
and “*Camp Mowgli.” Troop 38 records hikes to
Chiff Cave near Jefferson Barracks, a memory
shared by thousands whose troops made the
same hike.

A [avorite site was Stout's Creek. near Ironton,
where the YMCA maintained a camp for several
years. As early as 1911, G AL ,"llt‘l..;lu:_'.]||ll':.‘-'
Troop 14 and 'l'flmp 15 under A. Seldon Barrows
camped there, Often as many as 100 boys were
camped around massive bonfires along the creek
banks.

Trmrp 2 lrom Pilgrim Congregational l:hu*rl'il-
first under Ernest N. Birge and later Capt. E. B.
“Cap” Langenberg, hiked to the Cahokia Mounds
and the Piasa Bird at Alton, learning nature lore
l!llr}ug the long summer days and ?lllll_\‘in.!': the
stars by night. Troop 46 was led by ht'l'll[llliiﬁ[t'r*
Carl Deane and L. M. Hall to camps al E,llillfla.l.l'
qua, the banks of the Meramec near “\l Clair,
and Lake Killarney in the Ozarks. The ares
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on Clarence Howards farm in Washington
L=
County near Irondale.

Council President Howard felt something better.
less makeshift. was needed. The "Eo}llflilillﬂ
better” proved to be Irondale—magic name for
generations of St. Louis Scouts. In October.
1920. Howard conveved to Council ownership
a 53-acre tract he had purchased from the Bie
River Lead Company. It was his first, but no:—
his last. gift of land to the Council. He helped
secure additional tracts through the years. and
after his death his widow. Mrs. Minnie Morey
Howard, deeded the couple’s own 20-acre farm
at Irondale plus two other tracts, bringing Camp
Irondale to 12512 acres in 1934, ‘

Camp Irondale, originally known as Greenia
Springs, then Camp Roosevelt, and finally Iron-
dale Scout Camp Reservation, was one of the
lirst permanent Scout Camps in the U. S.. and
for many years an envied model. The way jts
construction was financed was surely a model

First Avel demonstration al the Scont Exhibit at the { oltean e
1021 —lwtore the annnal Cireus and Morit Badee Shore wor urganizof
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. . . of ingenuity. Earle Beckman persuaded the
operators of a small planing mill in Irondale to
donate the lumber, then mustered local farmers
(who had free time in the winter) to erect the
buildings. These included a headquarters, a
library. photography shack, 16 eight-boy cabins.
and many others. The structures, veterans
recall, cost no more than $100 to $200 each,
what with donated materials and low-cost labor.
Beckman then “sold” each building to a St.
Louis business firm, service organization, or
individual for $400 or $500. The money was
donated to the Council, and a plaque on the
structure honored the donor. The extra money
financed more buildings and the operation of
the camp itself.

Irondale’s dedication in 1924 by “Uncle Dan”
Beard, during the National Council meeting in
St. Louis, is still remembered with amusement
by veteran Scouters. Indignantly eyeing the
log cabins with their bunk beds and electric
lights, Uncle Dan rumbled, “You fellows are
coddling your boys! Many of them do not have
electric lights at home. Get those cabins out and
make tent camping your motto, and let the boys
learn real outdoor life!” Everyone said, “Yes,
sir!”—but the cabins remained, nonetheless.

In the 45 years that Irondale served St. Louis,
scores of thousands of Scouts passed through
the camp on their journey to manhood, taking
with them a wealth of knowledge and memories.
When the last Council Fire burned to embers
at Irondale in 1965, many a St. Louisan who had
won prominence in city and nation harkened
back to his boyhood with fond nostalgia.

By today’s standards, of course, with the devel-
opment of Beaumont Scout Reservation and S-F
Ranch, Irondale seems almost quaint. We
chuckle at accounts of the early days , . .

“It's Hi Hi Hee

Camp Irondale for me . . .
Where ere we go

Scouts will always know
That Camp [rondale’s
The best camp of all!”
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National Scawt Commissianer Dan Beard dedicated
Camp Irondale in 1924

And it was, too. The boys came, some 1,200 of

them each summer, in six and 10-day sections.
Seventy-two miles south of St. Louis seemed

hulf'wuy to China for most of the Scouts. and if

there was homesickness at first. they soon gol
over it. There were too many things to do to
worry about it.

The camp was served, after 1924, by special
Missouri Pacific trains, with a round-trip fare
of $3.55. It was years hefore a road passable for
automobiles was constructed, and the train ride
was fun.

Things to do? There was the Ranger Camp,
where each of some 40 boys had his own horse,
rented or purchased from local sources, and lived
with a buddy in an open-front log lean-to.

Ihere was the swimming pool, the original one,
built by damming freshwater springs at the foot
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TUESDAY:
“Backwards Day.

WEDNESDAY:

“King Squidge Day.”

THURSDAY:

‘Daylight Saving™

FIRIDAY

Campers” Day |

SATURDAY:

“Homecoming

The camp rose 10 “Taps™ and bedded
down 1o *Reveille ™ Supper was served

at T aam, All games and activities were
done backward,

A “King Squidge™ was crowned “King
of Happyland™ and roled his subyjects
all day. entertaining them with a roval
tournament and hunt, amonz other
ACLivIlies.

Campers were awokened at 2 aom. and
infurmed that night had turned into
dav, There was a “star talk™ after an
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envied Ranger group of 60 hoys com-
pleting a 100-mile horseback vide.




The Adirondacik shacks at Irondale may not have been the
height of luxary, but to city boys they brought the
thrill of “eamping out” with a modicum of comfort.

Generattons of memorable appotites iwere satisfied in
Kiwanis fall. Trondale’s contral dining facility
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Meals, of course, were a high point, and with
good reason. Many of the Irondale chefs were
recruited from the excellent diner cars of Mis-
souri Pacific, through the generous coopera-
tion of L. W. Baldwin, MoPac president. chair-
man of Region 8, and member of the National
Board, whose son, Richard, is a current Board
member. And then there was the boys own
cookery . . . and who can ever forget the gour-
met delights of burned bacon and potatoes?

George Hall of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch re-
called a highlight of his own days at Irondale—
the big “Bootlegger Hunt™ of 1925, when the
entire camp was turned out one night to beat
the bushes for some “local moonshiners™ who
had eluded the constabulary. Not suprisingly,
some Scout mothers took a dim view of this
extra-curricular activity.

Another memorable experience was a winter
encampment during the Christmas holidays.
John D. “Jack™ Wright, later to succeed Earle
Beckman as Executive, was Camp Director,
assisted by “Commodore” John C. Flint. Within
hours after the boys arrived, the temperature
plunged to 8 degrees above zero. Huddled in
Adirondack cabins, sandwiched between layers
of rubber ponchos and blankets, the boys with-
stood four days of bitter cold, emerging in high
spirits but with shoes a trifle singed from stand-
ing too close to the fire.

The establishment and development of Irondale
was a catalyst for the whole Scout movement in
the St. Louis area. It not only served thousands
of boys as a focus of Scout activities, it was also
the incubator for many future Scouting proles-
sionals whose experience as l“t.?rllbl:,'l‘!_'i‘ of l'hu
camp stafl whetted their appetite for Scouting
as a career. The dedication of camp staffers has
played an important role in the success of HI
Louis Scouting. And it helped arouse adult in-
terest, too. Men who had given little thought to
the benefits and ideals of Scouting had their
eyes opened when they volunteered to serve as
leaders or visited their own sons at Irondale.

And adult interest was vital il Scouting was to
progress. Howard, Beckman, and McBride were

indefatigable recruiters and adroit persuaders.
They enlisted business and professional men,
civic leaders, clerks, and blue collar workers
alike to serve as Scoutmasters, Troop Committee-
men, and in other volunteer capacilies. Schools,
churches, synagogues, service and fraternal or-
ganizations were solicited to sponsor troops and
participate in Scout activities.

An expanded Council staff spearheaded the re-
cruiting drive. Beckman brought in Hanson W.
Haun from Indiana to serve as Associate Execu-
tive. and with four Field Executives—Jack
Wright, Merle Shippey, J. C. Flint, and
J. William Bauer—launched a campaign which
was to add scores of new troops and thousands
of new Scouts in a few years, Field men usually
made the initial contacts, and volunteers fol-
lowed up (although the volunteers themselves,
in missionary zeal, often started the ball rolling).

The door-opener was a request to do a *hoy-
fact” survey at a church or school, It was fol-
lowed by a talk to the school P'T.A. or chureh
or organization leaders, and establishment of a
Troop Committee. Volunteers and prolessionals
worked as a team, and the close frit'nllﬁilip.t.
formed in those days still survive. “We were,”
says Al Lantz, “a band of brothers . . .”

[f sometimes their work was in vain, and ofien
it was, it was crowned with triumph, too. The
Council's Camping Committee, first under Chair-
man W. J. See and later Louis O. Honig, saw their
long efforts to secure permanent overnight camp-
ing facilities bear fruit in May, 1926. The South
Side Lions Club purchased, and donated out-
right to the Council, 250 acres of wooded land
near Imperial, Mo., worth some $8.000. Lions’
Den Reservation opened July 1 with Merle
Shippey as Director; 2,000 boys camped there
the first summer.

Operating Lions’ Den was no bed of roses. There

was little equipment. The Council was short of

funds. What little money was available was
needed at Irondale, where improvements in-
cluded a large porch at Kiwanis Hall (a 1922
gift from the St. Louis Kiwanis Club); handi-
craft lodges at both the main and Ranger camps:
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rent River. On August 6 the group boarded the
new Council bus and headed for Washington,
D. C., Gettysburg, Annapolis, and Philadelphia.
In 1928 the Roving Camp took 82 boys on two
Eastern and one Western tour, at a cost of 8125

per boy.

The Roving Camps, another concept pioneered
by the St. Louis Area Council, attracted both
local and national attention, but the 8125 cost
was more than most boys could afford. In 1920,
to keep the project alive, eight Council members
contributed $500 apiece.

If the development of the Camp Program was
the main thrust of the Council’s efforts in the
1920, it was by no means the only one. In the
Spring of 1923 the first Scout Circus was held
at the old Coliseum at Washington and Jeffer-
son. It was another St. Louis “first,” the brain-
child of Euarle Beckman, and it attracted thou-







Merit Badge Shaws encouraged Scoults to demensirate
the skills they had learned.

BOOTH 8%

AVIATION

TREIR 1)

The first Merit Badge Show was feld at the Ofd
Armory in 1925, sponsored by the Downiawn Rotary Clil)
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sands of people to watch 101 different troops
display their Scout expertise. Two years later
more thousands thronged the old Armory at
Grand and Market for the first Merit Badge
Show. sponsored by St. Louis Rotary Club No.
11 and organized by Commissioner McBride and
Executive Beckman.

The two events were so successful that there-
after they were held annually until 1932, after
which they were presented in alternate years.

The Council devoted productive time and effort
to upgrading leadership training. Although ini-
tiated by Maj. Simmons, it remained sporadic
until Beckman began to develop a coordinated
program in 1923. In 1926 Beckman brought
William J. Puffer to St. Louis as Educational
Director. He organized standards of training and
advancement, which led to the first aceredited
Scout Leadership training program in the coun-
try, with more than 200 Secouters attending a
series of six training sessions at the Old Armory
followed by a weekend at Irondale, The program
aroused great enthusiasm  and spurred re-
cruiting: hundreds of new Scouters were brought
into the program.

Active in organizing the training program. and
in the first big Fund Campaign in 1924, was the
American Legions elite “Forty-and-Eight™ or-
ganization, one of whose national leaders was
Commissioner Col. H. D. McBride, former G-I
officer of the 87th Division. The “40-&-8."
spurred by such men as Capt. Louis K. Renfro,
later Scoutmaster of Troop 60 at Union Avenue
Christian Church, and Capt. Harry H. Vaughn.
Scoutmaster of Tyler Place Presbyterian Fitllfﬁ‘lh
proved one of the best friends St. Louis Scouting
ever had—not only financially, but as a source
of outstanding volunteers. Capt. Vaughn, inci-
dentally, was to become nationally k“““'_" 85
Bl'i;.’,.-'[;-(‘n. Vaughn, military aide to President
Harry S Truman.

By 1924 the Council was drawing the bulk of its
' om the Community Fund.
* kicked
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time demonstrated the Scout dedication to
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Copenhagen that year. took over Mayor Kiel's
desk as unofficial “mayor™ of the city. James
Beeley of Troop 93 was “Chief of Police,” and
Ralph Schmitt. Troop 86, was “Fire Chief.”
“Mayor™ Jones was solemnly sworn in and pre-
sided over a meeting of the “Board of Aldermen.”
all of them Eagle Scouts. Other Scouts assumed
similar duties in suburban communities and
served as “presidents™ of the area’s major busi-
nesses and “editors” of the newspapers. The
widely-publicized event helped the Community
Fund go over the top.

Another constructive contribution to citizen-
ship was made by Troop 123 at Garfield School.
whose members served as traffic guards at near-
by crossings, They were the forerunners of the
Safety Patrol later sponsored by the Automobile
Club of Missouri.

Early in the Twenties the Council began organi-
zational efforts among hundimppcd boys. By
1925 “Commodore™ Flint could report that five
Scouts of Troop 109 at Missouri School for the
Blind had done as well or better than sighted
Scouts in a swimming test at Soulard School.
and that all of the boys of Troop 224 (later
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Troop 132) at Central Institute for the Deaf
had passed their Tenderfoot tests. The Troop
Committee of No. 224 included Festus J. Wade:
his son, Festus, Jr., who had been one of the
area’s earliest Scouts; and Dr. Max A. Goldstein,
founder and director of the Institute.

Another troop was organized in 1929 by James
MacKay, principal of the Elias Michael School
for the Physically Handicapped, and Charles S.
Pollock, Scoutmaster of Troop 155. who
established Troop 138 at Shriner’s Hospital.
The troop is led today by Seoutmaster Howard 1.
Stone, a former Scout in Pollock’s troop.

Progress was being made, too, in bringing
Scouting where it was perhaps most needed—in
the central city. With several “colored™ troops
already in existence, Rev. A. M. Colley of
Pilgrim M. E. Mission at 4200 Enright, and
William D. Hoffman, principal of West Belle
Colored School, announced plans in 1925 to
organize five more troops. Troop 45 was already
meeting at the Mission and Troop 231 at the
school.

Progress was slow and money lacking, but both
the number and quality of black troops grew as
black community leaders were persuaded of the
value of Scouting. One of the most outstanding
and beloved recruits to the Scouting movement
was Leon M. Dickson, a postal employee who
on December 29, 1927, chartered Troop 124 at
Lane Tabernacle C.M.E. Church at 4371 Enright.

Today a holder of the Silver Beaver Award, with
48 productive years of Scouting behind him,
Leon Dickson has been an inspiration to genera-
tions of boys. His “alumni” include a state
senator, a former president of the St. Louis
Board of Education, two U.S. Department of
Justice attorneys, ministers, physicians, engi-
neers, military carecer men, and city officials,
One of the outstanding leaders of St. Louis
youth, he represents the highest ideals
of Scouting.

The need for interracial Scouting was recog-
nized in the new Area Council Constitution in
1929, and a new committee headed by Thomas J.
Collins took over supervision of 19 black troops
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with 443 Scouts and 28 Scouters. Turnover was
high: a Division Committee of black community
leaders was organized to promote Scouting and
lroop organization in inner-city institutions.
Headed by S. E. Garner, the committee raised
2364 for the Council, with President Howard
adding another $400 from his own pocket. When
the Community Fund proved unable to supply
the funds needed to continue the program, the
Council renewed its own efforts to raise money.
The committee’s work continued into the
Thirties on a shoestring budget. Tt was an uphill
fight, despite the recognized need.

Beckman strongly promoted inter-troop compe-
tition, both to spur the interest of the boys and
to cement relations among the Scouters, Until
the early 1920%, there had been little personal
contact among the adult leaders, Fach, us one
veteran remembers, “was pretty much on his
own.” Beginning in 1928, a series of Camporees
and Camporalls brought Scouts and Scouters
together at the old aviation field on the southern
edge of Forest Park. In a 30-by-30-foot space,
each patrol (selected 1o represent its troop )
erccted pup tents and cooking flys, and made
arrangements for fire prevention and sanita-
tion. Results were judged by District Scouters.

The competitions and improved leadership
training brought the Scouters together and
made a significant contribution toward welding
the Council, districts, and troops into a single
organization with common purpose, common
goals, and common methods.

The training sessions at the Armory were con-
tinued, and Scoutmasters and District stalf met
regularly at the West End home of David R.
Francis, former governor of Missouri and presi-
dent of the 1904 World's Fair. There they com-
pared notes and helped each other with their
mutual problems. Both local and National Head-
quarters, heretofore relatively remote from day-
to-day troop activities. gradually improved both
direction and coordination at all levels. The
structure of Scouting as we know it today
was evolving. '

'wo events of the Twenties still stand out in the
memories of Scouts and Seouters of those days —
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disappeared into the Colonel’s pocket. “That,”
he said, “is one thing I'll always use.”

It was an excited throng of boys who took
cherished memories to bed that 'night ...and
for many, it was the first step toward careers
in aviation.

The decade’s most dramatic instance of Scout
service to the community occurred later in that
same year, in the wake of a disastrous tornado

Guorge M. Burbach, first
Council Publiciey Chairman,

Leon M. Dickson—jor 18
Voars an aspiration fo boys
that ripped through the heart of the city at
| p.m., Sept. 29. Eighty-six persons died: much
of the area was prostrate for 10 days.

Within minutes after the tornado had passed,
Scouts were in action. At least 4,000 of them
worked a total of 284,000 “boy hours” in that
hectic fortnight. They served as messengers,




for telephone lines were down everywhere. They
distributed food and clothing to the homeless.
helped clear debris and guarded downed power
lines, and more than once helped rescue persons
trapped in smashed buildings. Scout first-aiders
treated 600 minor injuries, runners delivered
17,000 telegrams, and patrols directed traffic at
major intersections. Almost two out of three of
the area’s 6,700 Scouts pitched in. Few St.
Louisans who lived through the tornado of
1927 will forget the courage and cheerfulness
of those thousands of boys, white and black,
who helped put the city on its feet again.

In the same banner year, the St. Louis Council
was instrumental in spurring a nationwide effort
to reach boys living in rural areas. Starting in
1924, because of the interest of Board Member
and MoPac President L. W. Baldwin, the Council
had worked with MoPac and the M.K.&T. Rail-
road to make Scouting available to boys living
along their Midwestern and Southwestern rights-
Uf—way. 0.1 “Cap” Williams of the Missouri
Pacific (he was called the *MoPac Field Execu-
tive”) helped organize and serve 151 troops
along his routes. while W. A. Zischang of the
“Katy™ organized 32 troops. With this experi-
ence as a beacon, six other major railroads
adopted the program in 1927. In later years, as
various local Councils expanded, these troops
were absorbed by them.

The Council also organized one of the first
“Lone Scout” programs, devoted to boys in
areas where there were too few youths to form
a troop.

Scout activities were assiduously promoted by
an active Publicity Committee headed by
George M. Burbach of the Post-Dispatch, one of
the first of a series of newspapermen who
helped keep the Scouts on view in the p.uhliu
press right up to the present. The Globe-
Demoerat, with a weekly section devoted entirely
to Scouting, was also an important factor in
mobilizing public support.

As the decade neared its end, St. Louis was
selected as one of a handful of cities to test the
new concept of Cubbing. As usual, Clarence
Howard played a key role, contributing $10,000
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to underwrite the Council’s experimental
program.

It had been a challenge when a little brother
plaintively asked, “Why can’t I be a ‘half-scout’
‘til 'm 1277 Baden-Powell had met the problem
in England with his “Wolf Packs.” but their
Kiplingesque motif and mythology of the
jungles of faraway India appealed little to U.S.
boyhood. Some “sub-Scout” organizations did
exist, and a few Wolf Packs were established,
but it was apparent that the solution lay within
the Scout movement ftselfl. In 1925 the National
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Seouting, and that it helped stimulate the boys’
advancement into Scout troops.

Howard, first as president of the St. Louis Area
Council and later as a member of the Executive
Committee of the National Council, took a per-
sonal interest in the developing concept. Instru-
mental in the choice of St. Louis as a test
community, his donation helped the Council
establish and develop the program, The city’s
first Cubs to advance from Cubbing into
Seouting were a pair of South Side twins,
Kensinger and Walter “Buck™ Jones, who were

resistered as Cubs January 20, 1930 and on




The beginning of Cubbing. First St. Louts Cubs were lins Walter “Buck™ and
Kensinger Janes, shown here with their father, IF alter C. Jones, as they were
red at Seout Headquarters by Council President Clarence H. Howard and
Seout Executive Earle Beckman. In background. the first Cub Executive.
Samuel C. Reaves. Howard Den, Pack 21, met in the Jones home on Custleman

regisii

Ken, left, and Buck Jones at frondale. They won
their Fiest Class pius in 1933

];tmuary 12,1933, were awarded their First Class
pins by Mrs. Clarence Howard.

For three years the experimental Packs were
studied to obtain the experience needed for
;l;rl[ifsr, rlt;\ueliopmcnl Inf tl'm program. Perhaps

youth activity has been so thoroughly
researched, and so firmly based on facts ra?hér
!han theory. In 1933 the Cub program was
officially adopted; again, St. Louis had been one
of the pioneers. Carl H. Holekamp served as
l:lfuirl.x.wn of the local effort, and Spf;mzcr C-
“Sam” Reaves became the first Director of
Cub Scouting, -

As the Tv.\'[:lllie.a ended, St. Louis Scouting had
come of age. Applying for its 1930 charter,
Ex""'““v_"" Beckman could report 274 1|,-n.“.
troops (including those of the newly-merged

sl and Scauld

maory for erery e Qe
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A Ranger ride like this one was @ 1€t

= 905 Scouls; well

St. Charles Council)y, and 0% iy 1,600
over double the 1920 ligure: ?'n_ull‘;.“nw ol
Scouters were guided by nine 1u -li[urcﬁ 2
sional siaffers, and annual expern
fisen to $153.000.

S ctpers had been
Seventy percent of the Srmlllﬂtlh!L}?rh propor-
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[Llll}' Crparidy el l}cr)hpilqa methods
1 . Councild TrEre
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tion in those days—ant _
of selecting, i‘||t|L‘u'l[‘i.Il:ll!|'-z‘-:'
Scouters had not only l"‘-“”"r":‘] i ach ©
lion but served as @ basis for muc

Ili iu
Ili"||l1|||“|] lI‘:liI]i!l;{ I'H'f"ll-'.r“"l' Tur

nov er i.'l.THIJ 15 -
“OUlis Area Scoutmaslers WilS

less than q thir

+ who camped there

the national average, The result was a leader-
ship cadre of the highest caliber—a key factor
in the survival and continued growth of
Scouting in the difficult years ahead.

For in October, 1029, the “Roaring Twenties”
came crashing down. T:he stock market collapse
heralded a new time of testing for Scouting, and
indecd the entire community, about to be gl:ippcd
by the Great Depression. The Twenties, with all
their pmb]cms. were soon to be remembered
with nostalgia. But few Americans would care to
repeat the experiences of the upeoming 1930's,
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Chapter 11

0 ONE WHO LIVED through
the Nineteen Thirties as man or
bov. Scout or Seouter, is likely to
+{ them. They were the trau-
| applesellers.
| social

lorae

matic years, years ol breadlines an

of WPA, CCC. NRA. of social unrest ant

;T-E:‘:,”'”w“h ol fear and courage. For St. Louis
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Courage and ljl‘(lil'llli[lvll for a whole
youth—a generation that on Decem
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|. new methods
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Part of Scouting. The foundations
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loom even
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the Thirties :
Hn.nu*iu[ difficulti
it the deci
rant in 1156 fi
p their own

1[ he achievements of
arger in view of the
Plagued the Council throughot
eeping the Council afloat W a
lenibers who ﬁtrllg.’_'l.l"l all day to kee

businesses above water worked nights and w

ends to share lll‘Cnunci[acti\'ilic? At “Et.ak'
F."“-I" Beckman had to hurm;\" ‘unmlw“pm‘m
imsurance o pay the office l'lclp. The:mh _llf(‘
troopa in which not a single boy could e
If““k“] for dues, and there were'n ﬂb}rmr_c .
Scoutmasters—hard-working, Ft“"lJt"l'tE([I d,lew
who were glad of a WPA check to f e
families. eed their

!li fact. the Council was already in precari

I1n;131ri;1] condition when the Dci;mm;;::.urmu_s
Deficit financing had become ﬂl;l[l]lzl-i in I:l‘lrud\-
and late Twenties. “You went out and co 1C.mid
!Ew Council to spending so much,” r:"m:nllijted
Carl Laemmli, “and then you ua.tne b?L':] .
tried to raise the money.” i acsiai

(..rr! Francis M. Curlee. Conncil
Finance Commilter chairman

The Council had counted on a lew wealtl
patrons such as Clarence Howard to ruq':ﬂf %
Col. Francis M. Curlee, E'lruaiqiunllul"(f‘m llt‘
{_:Inlhin;: Co., and chairman of the Ir‘,ur ce
Committee from 1923 to 1933, went to :]nt:lmte
lengths to regularize Council ﬁn_”w“"“m“'
usually found himself a step or ]11!:[’1.’ [11::|;1],11l|l

(.
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Husky Scouts butld the new entrance to Camp Irondale. 1935,

A key factor in the recurring financial erunch
was dependence on the St. Louis Community
Fund. which often in its formative years proved
a somewhat weak reed. The Scouts joined the
Fund in 1923 with the understanding that the
Fund would liquidate the Council’s then-
outstanding debt of $24.000. and would provide
an adequate operating budget. But by 1930 only
half the debt had been paid off, and the Council
was operating at a deficit.

The deficit, as Col. Curlee explained to Fund
officials, stemmed from the cost of operating

[rondale. The Council faced the alternatives of

increasing the camping fees or cutting Irondale
standards, neither of which it felt justified in
doing. For camping was the core of Scouting:
moreover, Irondale needed more money for
improvements and maintenance, not less. The
recent acquisition ol another 20 acres and the
introduction of Troop Unit Camps—which
would keep whole troops together under their
own ff%urlership—rrrqu ired additional funds. Fund

leaders were sympathetic, but there was
no money.

ﬁ.nguif] President Howard came 1o the rescue.
I'cafrm,f_' that the Council's worsening credit
rating would reflect on Scouting itself, he put
:']?)-)L.I[]UU“MEMI to secure a new bank loan of
222,000 to be applied to unpaid bills. The im-
provements at Irondale were slarted in 1930.
Four Troop Unit campsites were established; a
new well was dug; kitchen furnishinss and
equipment replaced; Kiwanis Hall \:u*- re-
modeled. That summer 973 more Scouls
attended camp than in 1929 A, |

Indeed, it seemed thay the corner had been
turned. The Scout Cireus of 1930 broke all
attendance records, The Camporall in May
attracted 102 troops. The Merit Badge Show o
November featured 14 fTUIIlIncrciu]tun,hmzil 5

90 Seout bo ;
: oths. And at yvear's end, the Com-

!r.mnir}’ Fund was able {q provide $77,000
instead of the projected $70,000.,

But 1931 saw the beginning of the worst vears
of the Depression. Later to hit St. Louis than
other cities with a narrower economic base.
Depression was soon a grim reality. Businesses
closed, banks went under, mortzages were fore-
closed. Men who had worked all their lives were
suddenly cast off, their skills unwanted and their
self-respect eroded. The wages of those who still
had jobs were cut, and cut again.

It was a grim year, made worse when in Novem-
ber the Community Fund failed to reach its
goal. And it wasa sad vear for Scouters, because
on December 6, 1931, President Clarence H‘_
Howard passed away. It was a sober group ol
Scouters who sathered at the Chase Hotel in
January, i‘~)32,‘mul elected as their new prl‘Sl"_
dent Ei!gunu D. Nims, president and founder ol
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.

On a less somber note, the Council made its

lirst Silver Beaver Awards at that same anfmaI
nts were Ernest N. Birge,

| Co.; Nelson Cunhifl
nissioner H. D.
Products
Shoe Co.:

“Bucky”
we Co.:
and Dr.

ath-

meeling, The recipie
president of Gaines Shove
ol Cunliff Construction Co.: Conut
MeBride: Ernest H. Schultz of Canvas
Co.: John H. Bell of Hamilton-Brown
Attorney Lester M. Hall: Charles
Kelso, safety engineer for Actna Insurar
lacob P. Simons, a North Side grocers i
Eugene Stephens, Washington |_1,,-,1».-::1':-11}]*_l11'mw
emaltjes professor. They were the llrat‘; s
dreds of St. Louisans to win the coveled awe

Vi |
Jris Silver Reqrer al the

At left 15 Henn)
1er Hi'h’rm'r

Bl Vi kelso of }"rrm.f: 53 gets
J £

:.F”_' ual Council meeting in 199="
Thompan, at right, Commisstet

for outstanding service to boyhood on the local
Council level. Men from all walks of life, they
were united in their dedication to Scouting. (A4
raster of Silver Beaver recipients is presen!edh else-
where in this volume. )

The next two years saw the depth of the nation’s
worst economic disaster. The Councils 1932
operating budget. already cut from $194.000 in
1031 to $170.000, was slashed again by 25 per-
cent. Eventually it was to fall below £100.000,
with the Community Fund able to supply less
than a third. President Nims, Finance Chairman
Curlee. and Treasurer Lewis S. Haslam struggled
with a deepening crisis. In his 1933 Annual
Report. Executive Beckman acknowledged that
Scouting faced the most severe crisis in its
history.

Eugene I} Nims, Council
Presdent, 1932-1938.

The strictest economies were launched, but they
were inadequate. More boys than ever were
joining the movement, but there were fewer
services available for them. Al least 75 troops,
long accustomed to meeting in their neighbor-
hood schools, had to seek other quarters when
the hard-pressed Board ol Education could no
longer provide utilities and custodial services
after school hours. Most troops found temporary
meeling places in Scoutmasters’ homes and else-
where, but some were unable to find shelter.
Many programs were cut back or suspended,
and the results showed up in the 1933 Court of

Honor report.

But today many veteran Scouters point to those
years as a turning-point. In the Spring of 1933,
unable to count on the Community Fund, with
many of its own Board members financially
5lrul|pv£l. with wealthy “angels” fewer and far-



Adirondack shacks at Dan Beard Camp at
Trondale Scout Reservation in the 1930%,

ther between. the Council regrouped and stari-
ed to pull itself up by its own bootstraps by con-
ducting its own fund-raising drive. Scouters by
the hundreds spread through the Council area,
soliciting friends, neighbors, and business asso-
ciates. Employee salaries were cut again, field
and educational services further reduced , .
and the Council survived on a budget thay
made “austerity” seem luxurious. But it syr-
vived, and in doing so, gained strength.

A look at the figures is instructive. Actual in-
come for 1933 was only §95.000. The Cmnmuni[}.
Fund provided but 23 percent of the total.
Thirty-seven percent of the fund campaign
pledges were still unpaid. Cash on hand amoup;.
ed to just $997, and $574 of that was locked up
in closed banks. The Council even had to delay
payment of its 3100 annual charter repews
fee to the National Council, B.S.A.

The early fund-raising campaigns all fell short
of their goals. The Scouters were novices at it,
and few St. Louisans could spare a dime, let
alone a dollar. But the Scouters got better, and
so did the times. First under Walter W. Head.
president of General American Life Insurance
Co., and later Col. Jos. E. Vollmar, president of
Fruin-Colnon Construction Co., and Russell E.
Gardner. senior partner of Reinholdt & Gard-
ner. the annual drive was to become a key
source of funds for Scout activities, Campaign
f.frﬁ_ammtiun was perfected, prospect lists re-
fined, techniques analyzed and improved. In
1‘933. the drive went over the top for the first
time, surpassing its ambitious $98,000 goal.

Other sources of income also helped —indivi-
dua}.m&"*' proceeds from the Scout Circus and
Merit Bﬂ{lge Show (although attendance at these
f:'»'f:nl,-, Increased, income dwindled as admission
PHICES were cul), camping and other fees. An
car.ly effort was made 1o provide a steady source
of income: in 1936, the St. Louis Boy Scoul
Trust Fund was established to hold title (o Scoul

properties and accumulated funds. including
hcque:&lsv

o ]g.I'j f the Scouts withdrew temporarily [rom
l!w limping C”"""“"“)’ Fund, and at the same
time reported a halanced (though stringent)
]J}id;;el. The corner had been turned. The Coun-
cil had learned to live with financial pressures
?‘nd o able to stand on its own feet. Astute
Smamz:al. Management became a hallmark of the

t. Louis Area Couneil, Expenditures were
closely scrutinizeq. |

£ rills eliminated, and prior-
ities established tg , sl

impetus of Scout; naintain the standards ‘m,l,
e o uling at minimum cost. Those
e :z;r\:;u_l] lessons of the Depression }"’:]r';
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Sl Lroop 46 for more than 20 years:

Harry §
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2 l”“jr”"ks first Commodare of the Sed

Seouts: Col. Curlee, Charles M. Rice, E. H.
Schultz. Other veterans remained interested
and active—President Nims. Carl Holekamp.
Col. McBride, Nelson Cunliff, George Burbach,
Allen C. Orrick. Charles Nagel (until his death
in 1939).

But there were new faces now. a new genera-
tion of community leaders dedicating themselves
to the service of bovhood. Among them were
such men as Gale F. Johnston of Mercantile
Trust; Russell E. Gardner, Jr.. of Reinholdt &
Gardner: David R. Calhoun, then with Ely-
Walker; David P. Wohl, president of Wohl Shoe
Co. and philanthropist: Walter W. Head. presi-
dent of General American Life and longtime
president of the National Couneil, BSA, who
came to St. Louis from Omala in the early
Thirties: Morton D. May of May Department
Stores and Arthur B. Baer of Stix. Baer & Fuller:
Col. Jos, E. Vollmar of Fruin-Colnon; Clul‘"‘“‘.p
. Howard, Jr., son of the late Council et
dent; Albert W. Lantz, Lantz Bros. Baking Co.:
August A. Busch, Jr., of Anheuser-Busch - ]
men who were to guide Scouling through its
next er, :

was the departure

A key change in mid-decade D
7 10 Jmncd r.

of Executive Earle W. Beckman, wl

the

The handsom voung staffer. far left. in orhing, then

Neture Museum in 1938 is R. Marln P
M the St Lours Zoo and an [rondale nuti

Reptile Curatar

e counselor

wQuake Pt th frondale

Three oreal Secouters—

Gale F Johnston, upper
lefi;: Walter 1T Head,
upper right: and Arthur
B. Baer, lefi

James E. West on the National Council staff
Jan. 1, 1936, to serve Scouting in a broader
B T.3s i -
capacity as National business manager. His 15
vears of leadership had been innovative, ima-
sinative, and effective. He had introduced true
rofessionalism to the St. Louis Area Couneil,
and the men he had brought into the movement




Clarence H. Howard, Jr. left, Chicf Scowt Excentive Dr. James E

West, and St. Louis Executive Earle Beckman enjoy a Scomt Cireus

al the Arena.

—the Merle Shippeys, Carl Laemmlis, Hanson
Hauns, Bill Puffers, and many others—were to
serve it long and well.

He had also built the Headquarters clerical staff,
and made it into a skilled, knowledgeable team
able to handle many of the Scouters™ problems
without referring them to “high authority.”
An outstanding example was the beloved “Miss
B,” secretary first to Beckman, then to Jack
Wright, Jack Keith and Russ Hart before her
retirement. Not too many Scouters knew that
her full name was Florence Borchelt; to them
she was “Miss B.” and a comfort in emergencies,
real or fancied, and to four Scout Executives,

a strong right arm.
In the years ahead, there were to be others like

her, for whom the Council and the Scouts was
a way of life—women like Louise Repp, Clare

10 |IROMDALE

Addventure ahead! Scouls areive at Trondale via
the Missouri Pacific.

Hogan, Mary Port, Hazel Loux. Lily Penrod, and
many others, for whom there were no hours Loo
long, no efforts too great. to make and keep the
STI. Louis :’&r.ea Council indisputably the nation's
No. 1. No Scouter could have been more deci-
cated than these women who kept the wheels
moving smoothly. No Executive, no malter
how dynamic, could have succeeded without
their able support.

”IL: successor to Earle Beckman was no stranger
to St. Louis Scouting. John D. “Jack” Wright,
who was to lead brilliantly until his untimely
death in 1946, had come fotSe Tinisiin 1920
as an employee of the Babson Statistical ‘Ser-
vice. He was already a veteran Scouter. having
b(een involved with a Newport, Ky., troop since
I911. Shortly after his arrival Sl s e
I";":und ]lifll'lﬁl:“:St.‘Otllmﬂbt{:l’ of Troop 6 at Second
I r.ch:,*lunan Church, then became District Com-
missioner of the Suburban District. In 1924 his
avocation became his vocation; he joined the
Council Headquarters staff as a professional, and
s_u:rvmi six years as North District Field Execu-
ln:'u. As:aista_mt Scout Executive to Beckman. and
ﬁ;;}?rlTr of .”“'I Ranger Camp at Irondale. In

=t, however, opportunity beckoned and he
left ‘51 Louis to become gi‘[lll[ Executive for
the Covered Wagon Cotincil of Omala. But his
heart was in St, Lonistand vhen the call cames
he was ready to return,

A man of great warmth, a friend to every
and hoy who ever knew him. Jack Wrigh!
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Jack Wright faced not a few challenges, but he
had most of them in hand within a few years.
Despite the continued financial pressures, St.
Louis Scouting maintained a steady growth
throughout the 1930%s, as the Area Council—
first under Beckmanand then Wright —improved
methods and organization, and expanded activ-
ities as finances became available. Under a new
Constitution adopted in 1929 and later revised

in 1936, Council operations steadily became

more businesslike.

District Commissioners and Field Executives
worked in harness (or they heard about it from
Jack Wright). The gap between Headquarters

ce Bore helt was

Afrs Russell

0, Left to il are Mr: ;. L
T ; ral Ameriet
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al the uf(fpm;f al frondale.

and troop level, which Beckman had made efforts
to close, was finally sealed. As one oldtimer
puts it, there was no longer any question about
“who did what to whom, and when.” The [ree-
wheeling early days, exhilarating as they may
have been, were gone. But if there was less
individualism and more paperwork, there was
an improvement in the services and programs
delivered to the boys—which is the name of the
game. From Troop Committeemen to Commis-
sioner to Scout Executive, Scouters functioned
with new efficiency, dedication, and direction.

Leadership training, professionalized under Bill
Puffer, was further standardized and expanded.
In 1930, 373 Scouters attended 30 separate
training courses: 211 certificates were awarded
(attendance wasn't enough: you had to learn
something, and prove it). Hall the area’s Scout-
masters had “some” formal training. Ten years
later, 2,750 men were to attend 61 courses, with
1,462 certificates—and 93 percent of the Area's
then-4,841 Scouters had received at least basic

training.

During the 1930°s the St. Louis Area Council
consistently ranked No. 1 among all U.S, metro-
politan Councils in the effectiveness and reach
of its programs. Advancement, one of the hall-
marks of effectiveness, progressed steadily
throughout the decade: 7,338 badges were
awarded in 1930, and more than 12,000 in 1940,

Kick, kick, kick! Beginners learn the proper techmigue from expert instructors

of which 5,200 were for advancement in rank.
Under Chairman Nelson Cunliff, the Council’s
Committee on Advancement inaugurated and
carried on a program that attracted national
altention and emulation.

Council organization was revamped Lo meet the
changing needs of the community, The Consti-
tution added two new distriets—Central and
lil:lu.rrm'jul—_.ln the original four (North, South,
West, and Suburban). In 1936, following the
merger with the St. Charles Council. the num-
ber of Council districts was increased to 10,

A Lt af Seouters remember the stespense of the “Gold
Hush " uneler the su (g brlelize over Big River

S

Arrowhead, South, and part of the Central dis-
tricts were formed from the old South District.
North Star, Midland, and the remainder of Cen-
tral replaced the North District. Suburban Dis-
trict gave way to Pioneer, Northwest, Suburban.
and part of Midland. The Interracial District
became a Council Division.

Reorganization was carried down to the district
level as well. District Commiltees were com-
posed of the officers and chairmen of the dis-
trict standing committees— Organization, Ad-
vancement, Cubbing, and Senior Scouting. By
that time the stafl in the Chemical Buihiin;:
Headquarters had expanded to im'-lml‘r liw}s-
sistant Scout Executives, eight Field Scout Exe-
cutives, and an office stafl of 10.

Three years later the number of districts was

again expanded when the Council :.-\lmuh“: =
boundaries to Franklin, Crawford, and ,! ol
Cotintice ard Wl ﬁnmu'in]I_\"I*l""“:"‘] _\l_l'l'lul';'l}
Arca Council to the Southeast. St Francois anc

| w Mineral
".\'uhhinglun Counties became the new | mli;‘;
Dis riet, and other lormer Mineral .f\l_fu u.n.| i
S1. Louis Council €&

were attached to various < T e
tricts, The Council now encompissees = 1ino
tricts; the new ones were Mineral, & Ll:.“'l‘]l»:
Real, Taum Sauk, Meramec, and ]1l]r|,'l1-lll-:{\"l|\|_‘|l
‘ouncil, with 12,804 boy members, W25
Serving 15 Missouri counties.

pifes i

! v [ odae al
o Fallor Hundicrall Lodge o

o Seont’s actl

Joha D 1 Jack ) IV risght.
St. Louts Area Seout
Executive, 1930-1004,

Geographic expansion was not the only reason
for reorganization. The number of boys served
was also increasing as Scouting broadened its
appeal to include both younger and older boys
and inner-city youth. The growth of Cubbing
was phenomenal during the Thirties; the growth
of Senior and Negro Scouting were less suceess-
ful. but showed |l|'n|'rli:-L‘.

Cubbing became an inspiring force in St. Louis
during the decade. It was barely mentioned in
the 1030 Annual Report to the National Council.
A vear later there were 626 Cubs in 15 Packs
and 48 Dens. That was the start of explosive
srowth. A year later there were 1,253 Cubs, 36
Packs. and 108 Dens—and by the end of 1941
(to most Americans, the era of the Thirties
ended on Dec. 7, 1941) Cub strength was 4,497
boys in 133 Packs, all of them matched with a
Seout Troop.

n.ui‘u . LHI:EEI_IG"




Concentration and dedication . . . a Kirkwood den
mother takes her job seriously. Cubbing was
piancered in the St. Lowuis Area Couneil.

Cub activities, including such events as the
annual Cub-and-Dad outings and Den Mother
training courses, aroused such interest that
double sessions were required to accommodate
the crowds. Thousands of Cubs took part an-
nually in the Scout Circus and Merit Badge
Show, and an inereasing number of Cubs grad-
uated into the ranks of Boy Scouting.

Cubbing—and Scouting—owes much to the
selfless dedication of women like Mrs. Katie G.
Campbell, Mrs. Eddye Bryson, Mrs. Catherine
Dolde, and Mrs. Rita Venegoni, who were the
first Den Mothers to receive the Silver Fawn
Award when it was first presented in 1971.
These women, and others like them, had records
of service over many years, and started the feet
of whole generations of small fry on the trail
that led [rom Cub to Scout, and from Scout
to manhood.

Some performed their miracles in the inner city,
some in the affluent suburbs—all were believers
in the benefits and ideals of Cubbing and Scout-
ing. The Silver Fawn Award was created to honor
them as the Silver Beaver had been created de-
cades earlier to honor the men volunteers who
contributed to Seouting on the local Couneil
level.
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Cubbing answered the needs of the younger
boys, but Scouting had not yet satisfactorily
answered the needs of the older youth. The in-
troduction of Sea Scnulin{_’, into St. Louis in
1931 was a beginning, but it proved relatively
limited in its appeal. Not until the first Ex-
plorer program was developed in the mid-1930’s
were there organized Scout activities specifi-
cally designed to challenge the interests of the
over-15 group.

Seouters had long been aware of the problem ol

the “older Scout)’ as records of early Council
sessions demonstrate. As the Depression grew,
older boys were coming into the movement; 17
percent of the new Seouts registered in 1931
were 15 or older—many of them only to drop
out when regular troop programs failed to cap-
ture their interest.

The only official program which began to meel
the need was Sea Seouting, the National Coun-
cil’'s “older boy™ program since 1917, In 1031
the St. Louis Area Council named Executive
Board Member “urr)’ S. Holbrook, St. Louis
general agent for Sun Life of Canada, Lo head a
committee to investigate Sea Scouting. Hol-
brook and his team, Dr. C, E. Colgate, Fred
Goldtrap, and E. E. Theimeyer, went [ast to
take the special Sea Scout leadership Lraining
course. Early that fall, with the cooperation :_11
the National Council, they instituted their
own leadership training in St. Louis; 56 Scouters
attended, and by year’s end, charters had hl'l'”.
granted to seven local institutions 1o sponsor
Sea Scout Ships.

As may have been expected of an inland ared
which still lacked the many man-made lake
today, Sea Scouting proved of limited appeal
although of great interest to the men and !)ﬂ_\‘“
attracted to it. In 1932, with Holbrook as “Com-
modore;” the Council acquired 1,000 feet of
lakefront property at Creve Coeur Lake (ther
larger, deeper, and a thriving resorl community ):
The Scouts and their leaders, with funds raiset
by the Scouters themselves, built a small bas¢
there. Five small Navy bhoats were ;,.-||L|II"'1I:
brought from the West Coast through the Pan-
ama Canal, they were deadheaded from NeY
Orleans to St. Louis by MoPac and delivered 10
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steaming upriver on the Golden Fagle for the
cremony. The new base boasted 40 slips, a care-
taker’s house, a camping unit and dining hall,
and a half-mile of road. By that time, the Sea
Seout Division mustered 411 boys in 22 Ships.

Although existing Council records of the Thir-
ties seem single-mindedly concerned with [inan-
cial matters (the “same old thing,” as President
Nims once disgustedly put it), in fact the mem-
bers were deeply involved in other matters as
well, and the problem of the “older boy™ con-
tinued to attract much study. Eventually the
<olution came from the National Council—the
Senior Scouting Service, merging the Sea Secouts
and the newly-organized Explorers in 1935.

On reaching 15, boys were given an alternative.
They could remain in their troops as Senior
Seouts, or they could become Sea Scouts or
Explorers. The 15-year rcquirﬂ}wnl remained
in effect until 1049, when all Scouts over 14
were recognized as Explorers.



Here's one way to get vour boat under way: A scene tn the carly days

at the Sea Scout Base on Creve Covur Lake

The new approach was greeted with satisfac-
tion in St. Louis. Said Senior Scouting Chair-
man David W. Hopkins: “We are on the thresh-
old of a new program, rich in activity, that
will go as far beyond Scouting as Scouting goes
beyond Cubbing, and will continue the influence
of the ideals of Scouting for many more years
in the lives of boys and young men.”

Senior Scouting was further enriched by the
formation of such groups as the Order of the
Arrow, the National Camping Fraternity; and
Alpha Phi Omega, the National Scouting Ser-
vice Fraternity which unites former and pres-
ent Scouts on U, S. college campuses.

The Order of the Arrow has become an in-
creasingly important factor in St. Louis Scout-
ing, functioning as part of the regular camping
program. Originally introduced in Philadelphia,
it was brought to St. Louis in 1930 by a group
including LeRoy Lane, Robert Johnson, Morton
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“Morty™ Pareira, Eugene B. Kelly and Merle
D. Shippey.

Organized at Irondale and originally known as
the Osage Lodge, the local Order of the Arrow
la_[er became the Shawnee Lodge, and since
1974 has been the nation’s largest. Its purpose
is to recognize and honor those Scout campers
who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in
their daily lives, and by such honor persuade
other campers to conduct themselves in such
a way as to warrant their own induction into
the Lodge.

The primary thrust and strength among the
leadership of the Order of the Arrow has come
from Council camp staffs. Throughout all the
years of Scouting camping on Council property.
camp staff has played a vital role in the program’s
success. The hundreds of young men who have
accepted the responsibility of camp staff assign-
ment and who have |1='r|-n|‘mr‘d so admirably.

have by their example made the ideals of Scout-
ing, the Scout Law, and Scout Oath a living
reality in the lives of tens of thousands of boys.
The Eagle Scouts selected annually for camp
staff quickly become a cohesive team, with much
of the credit for the enduring success of the
Scout camping experience first at Irondale and
later in newer Council Camps.

One of the greatest honors that can come to a
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young man, usually in his senior year of hizgh
school, is to be chosen by his fellow Order of
the Arrow comrades to become the Lodge Chief.
In most instances, with some exceptions in the
early years, the Lodge Chief has been a camp
staffer. He accepts a big responsibility both for
the continuing success of the Lodge, the Coun-
cil’'s camping program, and the formation of
team spirit in the camp staff. (A4 roster of Shawnee
Lodge Chiefs will be found at the back of this book: )

While such activities as the Order of the Arrow
made a contribution, the initial Explorer pro-
gram did not live up to advance billing. Twenty-
seven Explorer Patrols, with 208 boys, were
formed in 1936—Jack Wright's first year as
Executive. But no definite Explorer Advance-
ment Program was developed. Interest lagged,
and by 1939 the Council had only one Explorer
Troop, 12 Senior Patrols within Scout troops,
and a total of 138 Explorer Scouts. By the end

of 1941, the number of troops had increased to
eight, there were seven Senior Patrols, but only
168 active Explorers. Senior Scouting was to
await the impact of a new era and a thorough
reevaluation of the needs of interests of the
older boy.

Throughout the 1930, the Council remained
deeply concerned with extending the ideals and
activities of Scouting to the growing St. Louis
black community. Interracial Scouting had been
made a full-fledged District in 1929, with F. E.
Garner as Chairman, V. H. Chapman as District
Commissioner, and S. Tanner Stafford as Field
Executive: in 1936, it was made a Division.

But despite the heroic efforts of a handful of
men such as Leon M. Dickson. Thomas R.
Collins, William Rand, and of women such as
Mrs. Katie Campbell and Mrs. E. Bryson, Seout-
ing made little real penetration into the inner
city in the 1930%. The reasons are not hard 1o

Three fiiture founders of the Shawnee Lodge, Orider of the Ao were aniong these members

af the Camp lrondale swim staff in 1925

Rubwrt Johnson, Morton Parcira, and Eugene

Kelly Lefi to right are Arthur Werder, Johuson, Bernard Weber, Parelra, Harry Sieniors,

the eamp chaplain, (unidentifiod ), Mel Roeted, Ed Afvis and Kelly
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The arrival of W. E. “Bill” Rand as Negro Field
Executive spurred growth in the late Thirties,
however. By the end of 1941, Council rolls
showed 36 troops, four Cub Packs, and 723
Scouts. The new vitality of Negro Scouting came
none too soon, for the coming war was to vastly
increase the city’s black population and inten-
sily the need of Scouting.

Even though the St. Louis Area Council did not
reach all of its goals during the 1930s—it
strugeled with the recurring financial crisis, the
indifferent success of Senior Scouting, the seem-
ing inability to reach and influence more than
a [raction of inner-city youth—it did better
than most Councils. And it remained a national
leader in camping, always the core of the move-
ment. Improved and expanded despite the money
crunch, Irondale was perhaps the finest Scout
camp in the US. Lions’ Den, Lone Dell, and
Camp Brereton added new horizons to the camp-
ing experience.




One key reason was the introduction of Troop
Camping, which replaced the earlier “provi-
sional” camping in popularity because it kept
troops together under their own Scoutmasters.
As early as 1929, when Irondale already boasted
151 permanent structures, more than a quarter
of the 1,039 Scouts in attendance were in Troop
Camps. The innovation not only cemented the
bonds between the Scouters and their boys, it
proved a catalyzing experience for many men,
wedding them to Scouting for a lifetime. Many
a St. Louian to whom Scouting had been jusl
another civic chore became a devoted Scouter
after a week at Irondale.

Clarence H. Howard, Sr., was gone, but his son
and widow remained good angels to St. Louis
Scouting. In October, 1934, they deeded the
Howard property and lodge adjacent to Irondale
to the Council, which assigned “Howard Lodge™
as quarters for Scoutmasters and leaders. The
same year the Kiwanis again renovated Kiwanis
Hall. Four years later the American Legion’s
40-&-8 donated a new “Indian Village” of six
big 20-foot teepees with wooden floors.

Viteran Sroutmaster Lean Dickson with Troop 124, Lane
Tabernacle Chueeh, in 1940

Jack Wright inaugurated an intensive effort to
promote Troop Camping in 1939, when 750
Scouters attended a Spring training course, and
men from 97 troops were trained as camp staff.

Despite its many problems, Lions” Den played
a big role in Council camping during the Thir-
ties: as many as 1.081 boys camped there in
1933, nearly as many as at Irondale. In April,
1934, with more activities extended to an en-
larged Irondale, the 250-acre Lions” Den site
was leased to the Government for a Civilian
Conservation Corps eamp—a windfall for the
Council, because the CCC greatly improved the
facilities. The old commissary was turned into
a big dining hall, the Camp Director’s cabin was
enlarged and made camp headquarters, a hospi-
tal was erected, and the primitive water and
sanitary systems improved. When the Council
resumed control in 1936, Lions” Den was hosl
10 l.J:-;ﬁ Sl"”ulh ilr]{f Sc’..’““'[_'r"u On summer “'I_'('I\'.‘
ends, as well as training groups, district meel-
ings, and the Order of the Arrow, which built
its 0.A. Lodge there in 1930,
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troops a year were using Lions” Den for long-
term camping, and another 87 troops for week-
end outings, involving a total of 2,576 boys.

The fourth Council camp (Sea Scout Camp
Brereton was the third), Lone Dell. opened in
1940. Thomas R. “Tom™ Collins, veteran chair-
man of the Interracial Committee, had long
sought a suitable site for a Negro Scout Camp.
When he found 90 acres at Lone Dell, its pur-
chase and development was linanced by David
P. Wohl, president of Wohl Shoe Co. and vice
president of the Council. The site already in-
cluded a substantial log house, several springs,
sood roads, and level meadows for activities. In
its first year, 1941, eight Negro troops and T1
boys conducted long-term camps there, with 29
trdnp.—« and 495 boys engaging in weekend camps.
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Not all Scout camping, of course, took place at
Council-owned camps. Scores of troops took
part in Lone Troop Camps, supervised by ex-
perienced Council representatives. The Ranger
program continued, and the Thirties saw the
beginning of the exciting Wilderness Canoe
Trips out of Ely, Minn., initiated by the St.
Louis Council and now supervised by the Na-
tional Council.

Today’s Scouters who grew up in the Thirties
will always remember camping at Irondale,
sailing at Creve Coeur Lake or Alton Lake,

Tico leaders who made significant contributions to Scouting
and to the Council’s efforts to enlist iuncr-city youth. Above
left. Thomas R. Collins, Sr., longtime chatrman of the
Council’s Interracial Committee; and right., David P. Woll,
philanthropist, donor of the Y0-acre site at Camp ;'_lu.r‘rr Dell,
veteran Counetl member, and Council President, 1953,
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overnights at Lions’ Den. And they remember
other activities—the Scout Circus, in which
more than 10,000 Cubs and Scouts participated
every other year: the Merit Badgze Shows: the
annual Camporalls, which attracted as many as
200 patrols to the old aviation field in Forest
Park, across from the Highlands.

They remember the American Legion Conven-
tion in 1936, when 2,761 Scouts had a chance Lo
repay the longtime generosity of the Legion.
Thousands of Scouts assisted on Parade Day,
hundreds served as messenger and other details
to Legion committees, as ushers. as first-aiders.
And throughout those Depression years, Scouts
daily participated in reliel work, collecting and
distributing food, elothing, and other articles to
the eity’s numberless poor.

As the world moved toward another, more terri-
ble war, President Eugene D. Nims stepped
down from the Council presideney but remained
as chairman of the Board of Trustees ol the Trust
Fund. He was succeeded by Gale F. Johnston of
Mercantile Trust Co., and it was Johnston who
presided over the expansion of Council camp-
ing in the final years of the era, who finally
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celebrated the liquidation of the Council’s
debts, and who guided the merger with the

Mineral Arca Council.

But events were moving swiftly. War broke out
in Europe in 1939, In 1940 Hitler overran I‘:‘m‘-
way, the Low Countries, and France. On Feb-
rluil'v 19, 1941, President Johnston was _f‘fllil‘]
to Washington to help develop and administer
the War Bond program, and was succeeded at
the head of the Council by C;lrl_‘ll. Holekamp,
president of Holekamp Lumber Go-

1. Scouts were distrib-

By enrlyspring ok 198
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J Y ] i fense Bond posters.

uting more than 10,000 De
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And by fall, defense industries and reservists
obligations were depleting the ranks of Scouters.
Field Executive Judson Green was one of the
first to leave on Army Reserve duty. His place
was taken by a man whose name was to become
more familiar—Russell J. Hart. In November,
key Scouters met with FBI representatives to
discuss the Scouts’ role in Civil Defense.

On Sunday, December 7, 1941, the world as
America had known it since 1918 came to an
end. For the next four years everybody had just
one job—victory. The 25,850 St. Louis Area
Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Scouters and Den
Mothers were to be an important part of that
elfort.



WORKING FOR VICTORY —
THE COUNCIL AND WORLD WAR II
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(“Lili Marlene” wasn't in the same league a8
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outrage that united the nation alter Pearl
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Eleven million Americans were mobilized.
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The stunned men and boys, continuing their
work in silence, sensed that their world would
never be quite the same again.

As the nation galvanized into the tempo of war,
the Council moved to assess its strength and to
;1|>p]_\' it to the war eflort. It was clear that this
would be a major test. Service calls made quick
and serious inroads into the ranks of profes-
sionals and Scouters alike. Senior Scouts by the
hundreds followed their adult leaders into uni-
form. Quartermaster Sea Scouts, for instance,
prcl‘crulaly ol Fagle rank, were given preference
in selection of candidates for naval officer train-
ing, by order of the President.

Shortages and controls made it impossible to
maintain the scope and standards of peacetime
Scouting. But the solid organization built by
Earle Beckman and Jack Wright rchln:mdc;i
magnificently. St. Louis Scouting was to emerge
at war's end stronger than ever.

The war bit deeply into key leadership. Some
reservists had been called up before Dec. 7;
athers soon [ollowed. When the Annual Meeting
was held in January, 1942, live Board members
were already in service—Louis A. Hager, Jr.,
and Leonard R. Woods in the Navy: James Lee
Johnson, John Franciscus, and Stanley Scott
in the Army. Capt. Franciscus, one of the fresh
young faces on the Board, was among the lirst
to die in service, in March, 1942,

Other Board members soon departed— August
A. Busch, Jr., Jos. E. Vollmar, Morton D. May.
and Henry B. Pllager went into uniform in

e ————
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1942. From the professional staff went Field
Scout Executives Russell J. Hart, R. R.
Eddleman, Melvin Tudor, and Hal Rush. By
October, more than 600 area Scouters and
Scouts went in the armed forces. The number
was to grow into the thousands.

Many kept their ties to Scouting. In Oran,
Col. Carl S. Bauman, Scoutmaster of Troop 90,
one of the area’s finest units, spotted a notice
on a Red Cross bulletin board announcing a
meeting of former Scouts. “It was,” he recalls,
“one of the greatest thrills of my life. There
were representatives from every Allied nation
there, every rank from buck private to four-star
general and rear admiral, with one common

bond—Scouting.”

Scontmaster Carl S. Bauman
of Troop K, as an Army
colonel, met Seouts from
ANy RALons orersens

For awhile, Carl Laemmli tried to keep a record
of Scouts in service. The list covered an entire
wall of Council Headquarters before it hm:a_mc
impossible to maintain. Perhaps an indication
of the extent to which Scouts served !]1:31:'
country was a study done by Laemmli in 19.‘){),
involving 282 members of the recently-organized
Eagle Seout Association. Ninety-six percent had
served in the armed forces; 80.5 percent had
been officers, 36 percent had been decorated.
One former St. Louis Scout, James Hm\:rurd, Jr
won the Medal of Honor as a fig:l?tf:r pllnt_, ﬁr;‘.t
with the Flying Tigers and later with the Eighth

Air Force in Europe.

No one knows how many of the thousands of
¢, Louis Scouts who served made the HI.lprL'l'i]IL'
cacrifice. Casualty lists ulld‘I.ll.““':-i.[lﬂ[‘li.rlishlrj:‘]li..:-:
rarely mentioned Scoul affiliation. But the

names of some are recorded . . -

(§15)

David P. Wohl, Jr., an Air Corps navigator and
only son of the man who had done so much for
Scouting, disappeared over the North Sea after
a raid on Hamburg. Lt. Wallace *Bud” Emmer
was shot down over Germany and died in prison
camp: his brother, Raymond, was killed on a
Normandy beachhead. Maj. Victor Lund was
killed at the head of his tank battalion. Navy
Lt. Roger Stieglitz did not come home from the
Southwest Pacific. And there were others, too
many of them.

The war's impact soon made itself felt on the
Scouting program. Forty troops or units were
dropped in 1942, largely because of the shortage
of competent leadership. Only 24 had been
dropped the previous year. But as the U.S, re-
covered from the initial shock of war, the
decimated ranks of Scouters were reinforced by
older men—most of whom had little or no
previous Scouting experience but who fell to
with a will.

Training these newcomers was to be a major
task. Turnover was high. Men in their mid-30's
were soon being drafted, others volunteered,
still others absorbed by war work. Training was
further decentralized to the Districts, and ex-
perienced Scouters and Cubbers volunteered
in great numbers to help train the new men.
With Clarence H. Howard, Jr., as chairman and
Bill Puffer as secretary, the Leadership Train-
jng Committee I'lI,'f')lJl'l.L'([ i ]042 total of 131
courses conducted for 2,481 Scouters and

Cubbers.

All of the Council’s key leaders took on added
responsibilities as their ranks were thinned.
Many were doing two jobs—their own and that
of a man in service. But they remained steadfast,
and the Area Council earned the National Silver
Acorn Award for 1942,

The leadership crisis continued throughout the
war, but both recruiting and training was in-
tensified year after year. “Many older men,”
said Jack Wright in 1943, “have come forward
and assumed the responsibilities of Scout
leadership. They have performed magnificently,
and through their maturity and excellent judg-
ment are proving themselves among the finest
leaders in the history of our organization.”
It was a deserved tribute to hundreds of men,

and women, whose own lives were feeling the
mounting pressures and fatigues of wartime.

Manpower was not the only commodity in short
supply. Gas rationing threatened to curtail the
activities of Field Service staffers, who turned
to the Executive Board for help. Most for-
tunately, Phil 0. Ziegenfuss, Board member and
chairman of the South District, was local chair-
man of the Gas and Tire Rationing Board. and
Charles Frederick, Scoutmaster of Troop 80,
was the local U. S. rationing administrator.
These sympathetic Scouters were able to secure
enough ration coupons to maintainan uvcept'.:hlc

level of field services.

Gas rationing also promised to affect camping.
For awhile, it seemed that no transporation o
[rondale, Lions’ Den, or Lone Dell would be
available, But before the 1942 camping season
opened, Board members had won ;.-.:.m*r:ln.m:n‘l.
approval of truck service to Lone Dell and dons
Den, with 10 trucks each weekend to take troops

\ moming at Lone Delly opened in

Broakfast was welcome on a chifl fourth Council camp

IO, The gift of David PP whl, it was the

to camp and return others to the city. Then
S. Cupples Scudder. chairman of the Camping
Committee, and his associates arranged with the
Missouri Pacific to continue to transport
campers to Irondale.

Food might also have been a problem for the
camp program, but the U.S. was interested in
intensifying rather than reducing camping. The
OPA classified Council camps as “Group 3
Institutional Users,” and Scouts and Scouters
at camp fared comparatively well during the
war vears.

The Council’s first priority during WWII was
simple survival. It not only survived, but grew.
The second priority was war service, and a full
report of Scout activities, 1941-45, would fill
a book.

The Council was already involved in defense
activities before Pearl Harbor. Scouts had put
up thousands of defense and USO posters, Army




and Navy recruiting stickers, collected tons of
aluminum scrap. and participated in the sale
of Defense Bonds. But on Monday, Dec. 8, the
organization moved into high gear. Within days
Scouts were distributing Civil Defense window
posters and Red Cross circulars. Senior Scouts
and hundreds of Scouters were recruited as air-
raid wardens (three decades later, the fear of
raids in 1942 is amusing, but it was far from
funny to the men and boys sitting out cold
winter nights in heavy steel helmets, checking
the city’s not-very-effective blackout).

Board Member Roscoe C. Hobbs took charge of
the Civil Defense messenger service for the city
and county. Under his direction, 400 Scouter
volunteers were enlisted as instructors of Mes-
senger Service Training Courses, and each
promised to recruit and train 20 or more older
boys. The 10,000-messenger goal was reached,
and in June, 1942, more than 2,600 of them
participated in a major area-wide test blackout.

Scouts served in a myriad of wartime activities, including the
colleciion of food for the neeed)

Heart of the Council war effort was the Civic
and Patriotic Service Committee, headed
throughout the war by David P. Wohl, with
LeRoy Lane as his righthand man. Some of its
wartime achievements are memorable. Many a
man today who wore the Scout uniform in those
hectic years remembers doing his bit. Among
many other activities, they collected 5,533 tons
of waste paper. 140 tons of rubber, 1,600 tons of
scrap metal, more than 50,000 books, and hun-
dreds of tons of miscellaneous materials such as
tin cans, greases and fats, and old keys. They
distributed more than 60,000 posters, 3 million
leaflets, and 50,000 window stickers.

More than 100t rnr:pw-u|!ivatr:d Vi('lury gardens,
with over a thousand Cubs and Scouts enrolled
in the Food for Freedom program. Scout color
guards participated in virtually every wartime
ceremony, scores of older Scouts served as ration
board clerks, and hundreds helped the War
Chest appeals.
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ing actual pledges. 9,000 boys from 312 troops
and packs distributed more than a million War
Loan letters to 85 percent of the metropolitan
area’s 373.000 homes.

The slocan of the Civic and Patriotic Service
Committee was, “Scouts, too, have a job to do—
and are doing it!” And do it they did.

But helping the war effort was only part of the
Council’s responsibilities. Jack Wright made
that clear in the “War Motto™ adopted alter
Pearl Harbor: “Be it war or peace, inflation or
deflation, America’s greatest need is men of
character, trained for citizenship.” Despite the
many wartime challenges, despite the mounting
demands on the mind, muscles, and nerves of
Scouters, every effort had to be made to keep
the basic Scout program alive, and to extend it

to more l'ln'_r_-:_

Continuation and improvement of the Council
program was the major concern of Russell E.
Gardner, Jr.. of Reinholdt & Gardner, who suc-
ceeded Carl H. Holekamp as Council President
in January, 1943, and guided the Council through
the rest of the war.

The continued loss of valued leaders was one of
his critical problems. In September, 1942, the
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Council mourned the death of A. 0. Wilson, the
longtime Council treasurer who had done so
much to overcome the crises of the Depression.
He was replaced first by Samuel Plant, of Plant
Milling Co.,and later by Clarence H. Poindexter
of Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co.

Charles H. “Charlie™ Mills, for 14 years the
Council’s Activities Director, retired because of
ill health in 1942, and was succeeded by LeRoy
Lane. Mills stayed on as consultant, but died in

X : ridner, dr
Carl I Holekamp, Counctl Russell £ Gardner, 41 -
Presiidem r’,l 19 X Council President, Js- 1915,
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The Chest, supplemented by the Board’s own
quietly-conducted fund-raising, met Boy Scout
needs in 1943 and 1944, but the 1945 Chest
drive fell short. The Council had asked for
£150,000, plus an additional $25.000 for salaries
of staffers beginning to return from military
duty: total Chest contributions were anl;-
£151.000. With some budget-pinching and a
stepped-up campaign of its own, the Council
met its first postwar budget of $247,000.

Throughout the war, the tireless efforts of lead-
ers like Walter Head. Henry Pflager, Russell
Gardner, David Wohl, Willard Cox, Cupples
Scudder, and many others assured adequate
funding for the Scout movement.

And every dollar was needed, because Scouting
arew despite wartime disruptions—indeed, per-
haps because of the war, as more men and boys
realized its value. The number of registered
Scouts and Cubs soared more than 27 percent
between 1941 and 1945, reaching a new high of
26,236. And even in the face of manpower short-
ages, the number of Scouters, Cubbers, and Den
Mothers kept pace, rising to 6,774. For the first
time, the ideals, inspirations, and activities of
Scouting were reaching more than a third of
the boys in the St. Louis area.

LeRoy Lane, veteran member
ol th If!f”lrl:".\-l’tlrﬂllr stafl.

E.npitul inlprm'e*:m-nts. ol course, were pml]mncd
by shortages and controls. Just before Pearl
Harbor major repairs were completed at Lions’
Den, the Irondale water supply improved, new
buildings and equipment added at Lone Dell,
and a sea-wall built at Camp Brereton.



The Cubs did their part, tow, collecting old newspapers
for reeveling. As any veteran will attest, the armed
Sorces used a great deal of paper.

The latter’s tribulations is a story in itself. Not
even the sea-wall prevented the recurrent flood-
ing of the Sea Scout base of Alton Lake. Main-
tenance of the nine-foot river channel kept the
river bank-high in normal times, and high water
repeatedly sent Ranger Orville Harris and his
wife, Bessie, scrambling for dry land. Harris,
who joined the Council staff in 1938, helped
keep Council properties functioning effectively
for many years, and his wife served as commis-
sary director for a considerable period.

But plans for improvements at Irondale were
indefinitely shelved. They included a much-
needed modern swimming pool, a Leaders Train-
ing Center, and a proposed memorial to Veteran
Scouter Roy DeStaebler, who died in 1942
President of Beck & Corbett, “Uncle Roy”
DeStaebler never married: the Scouts were his
family. Thousands of men today still remember
him as a beloved but firm merit badge counselor
and examiner. Plans were made and funds
raised for the memorial soon after his death, but
construction was postponed until controls were
cased in 1945.

If capital improvements were curtailed, other

Council activities were not. New emphasis was
placed on camping, which at first appeared might
be a war casualty. But hard work, some luck,
well-placed friends, and eventually Government
blessing helped more boys than ever enjoy the
unforgettable memories of camp. Attendance
records at Irondale were broken in 1942, 1943,
and 1944, In 1945, the war’s final year, 227
troops and 3.446 Scouts attended long-term
camps at Irondale, Lions’ Den, Lone Dell, Brere-
ton, and elsewhere.

Gasoline rationing, however, did limit the short-
term camping program until arrangements
were made to use Forest Park and Tilles Park,
gnd volunteers scoured the area for likely camp-
ing spots reachable by strectear or bus.

Senior Scouting was another encouraging area
of growth, as its value became evident to boys
who might soon be facing military service. Sea
Scouting reached a new peak, with a 1945 en-
rollment of 616 Sea Scouts in 27 Ships, 43 per-
cent higher than in 1941, and the Sea Scout
regatta and annual ball became highlights of
the Council year. Many Sea Scouts went on
to Navy service.

Orville Harris, Clief Ranger for all Area Council Camprs
and his wife Bessie, woere great friends of many gencrations

of Scencls.
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for active duty, Jack Wright suggested they not
be replaced so that funds would be available to
reinstate them when they came home. The sug-
gestion led to a general Board discussion of
yostwar Scouting, and resulted in the appoint-
ment by President Gardner of Clarence H. Poin-
dexter to head what became the Postwar
Planning Committee. The Committee was ini-
tially instructed to determine how the returning
professionals could be best re-employed, but
soon moved into the areas of projected capital
improvements and the expansion of Scouting in
general. It was a key move destined to LR
long-range impact on St. Louis Area Scouting.

The Committee projected a doubled operating
budget, with 22 r%s::islanl dntl Rield Scont Exee:
utives instead of 15, a one-third expansion of
clerical stafl, enlarged quarters, and increases
in the staffs of District Boards and Commis-

sioners.

The need for expanded camping and training fa-



Top brass at the 1944 annual Council mecting Loft to right, Scout
Executive John D. Wright, former Counctl Prestdent Gale I, Jolinston,
Commissioner H. D. MeBride, and a National Headguariers exeeutive

cilities was evident. The major projects planned
were a Leaders Training Center to be named
for Charles Nagel, the Council’s second presi-
dent, which would assure the St. Louis group’s
continued eminence in the field of leader devel-
opment; the new pool and recreational and boat-
ing facilities at Irondale; and expanded facilities
at Lone Dell, Lions” Den, and Camp Brereton.

With V-J Day the postwar planning started to
pay off. Funds were already available for the
Training Center and Irondale pool. The Lions’
Clubs of Greater St. Louis agreed to underwrite
the opening of a new valley and construction
of winter cabins at Lions’ Den. Work was soon
underway to enlarge the cramped Headquarters
office in the Chemical Building.

Professional staffers were returning from ser-
vice. and arrangements made to absorb them
into an expanded Council organization. During
the war years and thereafter, a strong Head-
quarters -nr;;unizatinn was pul together, with
staff members such as Robert Siegal, who started
on the Irondale staff in 1938 and became the
office printer; Veldon Newcomb, veleran camp
ranger: Louise Repp: Clare Hogan: Mary Port;
Hazel Loux; Lily Penrod, and many others.

These were the personnel who made the assign-
ments of Council executives and Board members
a lot easier. All have served the Council a quarter-
century or longer.

Work was soon started on the 75x150-loot Iron-
dale pool. Contribution of materials cut the esti-
mated cost {rom $75,000 to $35,000, and much
of that was already in the bank. An anonymous
donor had contributed $10,000, and Clarence
Howard, Jr., left $2.500 for the pool in his will,
By year’s end the pool was ready for sides and

footing; the chapel and winter eabins at Lions’

Den were under construction: and so were the
chapel at Lone Dell and DeStaebler Memorial at
[rondale. Prospects for the [irst postwar year
of camping were bright. '

Those prospects were not, however, fully real-
ized. The end of gas rationing and ]erluriiun of
new cars finally freed Americans for the open
road and long-postponed vacations. Few Scout-
ers, home from service, were about to spend
their first civilian summer in camp. Camping
attendance dropped in 1946.

Hi?—’-l'li}—’h[ of the firsl postwar year was the 25th
Annual Meeting of the National Council, held
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Gen. Joseph (Vinegar Joe) Stilwell of WV fume was one of the distinguished guests at the
1946 Merit Rudee Show, held in conjunction with the National Council's anuual mocting. Here
Gen. Stilwell and St. Louis Council President Col Jos. I, Vollmar inspect baskeiry woven

by Troop 109 of the Missouri School for the Blind

in St. Louis May 16-18, when the Area Council
hosted several thousand delegates and guests
at Kiel Auditorium and the Jefferson Hotel. The
Merit Badge Show was held at the Arena in con-
junction with the national get-together, giving
the dignitaries a chance to see one of the spec-
tacular shows which had made St. Louis a by-
word among the nation’s Councils. Among the
nation’s leaders who received Scouting’s high-
est honor, the Silver Buffalo Award, were Ad-
miral Chester Nimitz, Gen. Joseph “Vinegar
Joe” Stilwell, and Walt Disney. The visit of the
great wartime leaders to the Arena was g.:rufftt'il
with wild acclaim.

The new Council president, Col. Jos. E. Vollmar,
who had succeeded Russell E. Gardner, Jr., in
February, 1946, called the combined National
Council meeting and Merit Badge Show one ol
the all-time great events of St. Louis Scouling.
Still on file are hundreds of letters from all over
the country praising the Council’s outstanding
work in organizing the event, and E. E. Pershall,
chairman of the Merit Badge Show, was awarded
a special scroll of appreciation.
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Walt Disuey, right, was one of those whe received
the Silver Buflalo Award ae the 1946 national meeting here
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to the principles of Scouting, Inspiration Hall
was a part of serving the religious needs of all
Scouts, regardless of creed.

The war was over. The shape of the coming
years was still dim. Many Scouts and Scouters
had died in their country’s service. Many who
did come home were weary, uninterested in re-
suming old ways and even old ties. Reorganiza-
tion, recruiting, and renewal of the spirit with
which the Council had met the challenges of
the war years were oceupying Scout Executive
Jack Wright when on Sept. 23, 1946—while
attending a stall conference at Irondale —he was
stricken with a fatal heart attack. The strength
that had done so much for Scouting, that had
helped carry the Council through so many
crises, was suddenly gone.

Merle Shippey, Senior Assistant Scout Execu-
tive, took over temporarily as tributes to Jack
Wright poured in from all over the nation, An
era ended with his death . . . the era of the De-
pression and war, an era which had shaped, and
nol gcntly. an entire generation.




Chapter 1 I

THE POSTWAR ERA AND
THE PROBLEMS OF PEACE

HROUGH THE HECTIC days

of the war, the sometimes flag:

ging spirits of weary btmuturs

were buoyed by visions ofa brave
new postwar world. The watchword was, “W hen
the war is over . . ." They soon discovered that
peace brought its own challenges —not the lf'u_:'-l
o which was a sudden decline in \momhfralup
and a crisis of leadership. The new Scoul Execu-
tive would have his work cut out for him.
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Scoutmaster in Jackson, Miss., in 1922. and two
vears later entered professional Scouting as
Executive of the Ouachita Valley Council in
Monroe, La. In 1928 he transferred to the Qua-
paw Area Council, Little Rock, Ark., then to the
Central Oklahoma Council in Oklahoma City

JackJ. Keith, Scout

Exeeutive, 1900-1058.
in 1935, and became Executive for the Houston,
Tex., Council in 1937. He had been in Houston
nine years when he was chosen for the St. Louis
assignment.

It was a new ballzame when Keith took over.
Wartime growth in both Scout membership and
Scouter interest had been spurred by their
obvious relevance to the war effort. But as soon
as the defeat of the Axis was certain, there was
a significant decline in motivation . . . and with
it. Council growth. Older men who had carried
the torch during the war years turned back to
their long-neglected personal and business af-
fairs—and many of the returning young men
were not eager to pick it up.

Many others were eager, of course, men who had
written from camp and overseas to “keep the
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troop alive until I get home:’ Eighty new units
were organized in 1946, a new record. But 47
were dropped, also a new record. Camp atten-
dance sagged 22 percent. The Senior program
was almost gutted. Nearly 40 percent of Senior
membership was inactive as the program seemed
to lose its appeal with war’s end.

Keith, his Council committee chairmen, the
more active District leaders, and a professional
staff rejuvenated by returning servicemen
launched a multi-front attack on the problem—
which, of course, was nationwide. Assessing !hv
new redistricting I"l"'“' which went into rt'ﬂcrl
Jan. 1. 1947, and increased the number of Dis-
triets to 20, Keith determined that Council
stall was simply too small to administer the ex-
panded Council program.
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Chairman Whitelaw Terry’s Organization and
Extension Committee making a major effort,
more than 9.500 new Scouts were 'regislered
during 1947, nearly 22 percent more than in

1946. The Round-up alone produced 1,714 new

members.

Immediate action, and the Council’s imagina-
tive campaign, stemmed the decline. St. Louis
was one of the few Metropolitan Councils to
show a gain in 1947. By the end of the year,
the number of active Scouts had risen to
19,691, surpassing the previous 1944 peak of
18.956. With the constant {low of 9-to-17-year-
olds entering and leaving the Scout Trail. the
Council actually served 36,000 boys in Jack
Keith's first year. Eighty-seven new ‘units were
chartered.

Impressive as the showing was, it missed its
goals of 145 new units and 10,955 new Cubs and
Scouts. ']'hir!_\-’-vi;:hl units had been d]’npljud
during the year—an improvement, but still
too many. If the drain of membership had been
halted, forward progress was still unsatisfac-
tory—and the major factor was leadership on
the troop and district levels.

The number of Scouters and Cubbers in 1947
was 6,402, an improvement over the previous
year but below the 1945 record of approximately
7.000. And the quality was uneven. It was clear
to Keith and the Council that if St. Louis was to
maintain its traditional preeminence and serve
the community’s youth, leadership recruitment
and training had to be stepped up and the Coun-
cil's financial basis strengthened and broadened.

One approach to the answer lay in the much-
needed Adult Training Center, long a dream of
Jack Wright. The Couneil felt that such a “Uni-
versity of Scouting™ would be the most fitting
memorial to the man who had conceived the
idea and who, in the minds of many, had liter-
ally given his life to Scouting. With $25,000 in
initial funds already in hand, President Vollmar,
Commissioner MeBride, Albert W. Lantz, and
other Council members, with Stall Member R. G.
Miller, launched an intensive search for a suit-
able site.



By mid-1947 the group had inspected 43 pieces
of property; 11 were considered by the Council.
In August, the 204-acre Fredmar Farm estate at
Erb and Heintz Roads in St. Louis County was
acquired for 875,000. Contributions for equip-
ment and remodeling poured in, and on Nov. 1,
1947, the John D. Wright Memorial Adult
Training Center on the Charles Nagel Reserva-
tion was opened. Two of Jack Wright's longtime
friends, National Chief Scout Executive Elbert
K. Fretwell and Kansas City Scout Executive
H. Roe Bartle, were the principal speakers.

Formerly a luxurious country estate, the Center
had 10 principal buildings, superb recreational
facilities, and wooded tracts for demonstrations
and “outdoor classrooms!” James H. Gelwicks,
former Deputy Regional Executive for Region
8. became resident director.

The first sessions were held in February, 1948,
and in its first year the new Center played a key
role in revitalizing Scouting leadership: 3,134
Scouters participated in training experiences
that year, including one of the first Wood Badge
courses ever offered in the U.S. It was the site
of hundreds of conferences and 433 Scouter
outings, and total 1948 attendance reached
5.164. But it also, as the Council soon learned,
cost a small fortune to operate.

The quality of leadership was to remain a chal-
lenge for some years to come. Turnover among
Scoutmasters, Assistant Scoutmasters, and Bub-
bers exceeded 40 percent annually. The Coun-
cil’'s extensive training program, one ol the
nation’s most advanced and comprehensive,
was barely adequate to hold the line and main-
tain the percentage of trained unit leaders at
52-55 percent (in 1948, the figure dropped to
49.4 percent). The target—74 percent nf. all
Pack, Troop, and Explorer units with trained
leadership—remained elusive. And lack of
trained leadership was a primary reason for the
dissolution of units and the loss of interest by

individual boys.

The leadership problem was not confined, of

course, to the troop level alone. When Al Lantz
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became Scout Commissioner in 1948 and Col.
H. D. MeBride became the Area Council’s first
Chief Scout after 27 years as Commissioner,
Lantz personally interviewed most of the more
than 250 District and neighborhood commis-
sioners. Too many, he learned, lacked training,
interest, or both. Some were replaced, others
encouraged. As a result, the commissioners be-
gan to play a more effective role, especially in
recruiting new unit leaders and commissioners.

The hard, dedicated work in the vineyards paid
off. Just as the decline in Scout membership was
first halted and then reversed, so did the
strength of the leadership cadres increase. From
the 1946 low of 5,627, the number of Scouters
rose to 8,202 by the end of the 1940, with
Council members and a revitalized corps of
commissioners making recruiting of qualified
leaders one of their highest priorities.

While membership and leadership topped the
list of challenges in the mid and late Forties,
finances were not far behind (although never
reaching the crisis stage of the Depression years).
Inflation ate away at the Council’s limited
budget. Food costs at Irondale, for instance,
promptly spiraled 38 percent after controls were
lifted. Although the annual Community Chest
grant continued to rise—to $151,000 in 1946,
£164,000 in 1947, 8170,000 in 1948—the

Council’s net expenditures rose even faster.

The backlog of war-delayed capital expenditures
added to the pressure, even though one of the
major postwar projects, the new swimming pool
at Irondale, was largely built with donated
materials and equipment, and financed with
accumulated funds. One of the nation’s largest
outdoor refiltering pools, the Irondale pool
opened in 1946.

The stage was set for the “Friends of Scouting.”
[n 1947, Col. Vollmar and Russell Gardner, Jr.,
presented plans for a “Friends of Scouting
Appeal,” the St. Louis Couneil’s own variation
of the “sustaining membership” campaigns al-
ready tested in other cities, and which had the
blessings of both the National Council and the
national Community Chest organization. The
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Sune 28 1947 —new su imming pool at frondale! On the pleitform with Scout speaker is
Col. Jos. E. Vollmar, Conncil President: Juek J. Keith, Seout Executive; Morion D. May, Chatrnan
of the dedication, Thomas B. Curtis, Chairman of Camp [rondale: and Merle D. Shippey, Director of Camping

first F-of-S drive was launched in February,
1948, under the leadership of Willard R. Cox
and Finance Chairman Gale F. Johnston. It
netted 1,000 new memberships and almost
$43,000 its first year, and ever since has played
a vital role in the adequate funding of the
Council’s expanding “Service to the Boy.” The
Friends of Scouting concept came none too soon.
Total Council expenditures was rising each
year. By 1949 they had reached £357,000, more
than triple the level of the 1930's. Net expendi-
tures, after receipts from camping, the 20th
Scout Circus, and other sources, were $244.,000.
Friends of Scouting memberships made up the

difference.

i1

Perhaps the major reason for the long-term <ie.
cess rJI[ the St. Louis Area Council };]::n l;“}:;::l “IL;I(*
imagination and foresight of its key leaders.
Almost without exception men who had achieved
success in the business or professional worlds.
they brought to Scouting the same talents and
vigor that had powered their careers. It was just
such foresight that led to the establishment of
the Friends of Scouting appeal before the
inability of the Community Chest to meet all
of Scouting’s needs became apparent, And i
was just such foresight and imagination thal
spurred the acquisition and development of the
Louis D. Beaumont Boy Scout Reservation be

Sfore the need was critical,
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Marton . May and Morton 0. May announce the gift to
the Council of Beaumont Seoul Reservation, made
possible by the Louts ID. Beaumont Foundation

Most Scouters today accept as grmpel‘tha:
Beaumont was developed in the late l‘JfI-Us be-
cause a big increase in camping mnphusnzml_tl{re
inadequacies of existing Council camps. In _iau;.
in 1947, the year that Beaumont was acquired,
attendance at long-term Council camps reached
a new low— 193 troops and 2,669 Scouts, almost

23 percent helow the 1945 level.

But the Council, President Vollmar, uu'.u_f
especially the Camping Committee u_mlnr Chair-
man Morton D. May (then vice |JI‘(""-|Ilf.!l'l'l[ of the
May Department Stores) were looking il}lt'f’lll.
They believed that Scouting faced a major
the Council had better be

expansion, and that : |
‘Management-minded, they

prrrpurml in advance
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felt that the existing system of scattered Council
camps was inefficient, and did not properly serve
the area’s Scouts. Centralization and consolida-
tion of all Council camping activities could only
be beneficial. And, not just incidentally, they
predicted that the postwar explosion of land
values could only accelerate—a prediction based
on studies made by Board Member Roy Wenzlick,
real estate analyst and statistician, whose fore-
casts proved only too true. So when Board
members began the search for a site for the
Wright Memorial Training Center, President
Vollmar also gave them the green light to look
for a tract in the St. Louis area adaptable as
a central Council camp.

Many areas were examined, among them the
Tyson Valley Powder Dump, of which the Army
was anxious to tlie—ilmsrr, Funds were available
for a start. They had been given to the council
by the Louis D. Beaumont Foundation, estab-
lished by a May Company executive who had
died in 1942. One of the estate lrustees was
Morton J. May, president of May Department
Stores and father of Morton D. May.

Early in 1947 May and his team found what they
were looking for—part of the old Ranken
Estate, ideally located only 15 miles southwest
of the city limits on Highway 66 and Antire
Road, between Valley Park and Eureka. The
Council purchased a 2,353-acre tract of hilly,
largely unimproved land, dotted with caves,
traversed by a three-mile stream, served by four
known springs, and with an abundance ol arrow-
heads indicating early Indian occupancy.

Named immediately after the man whose
generosity had made the acquisition possible,
Beaumont was destined—as was Irondale before
it—to become one of the finest Scout facilities
in the U.S. Title to the ground was obtained in
January, 1948 (although not fully cleared until
a year later), and work started on a half-mile
aceess road, It would, however, be several years
before the Council had accumulated sufficient
funds to fully develop the site.

The National Council sent its Engineering
Service people to make a comprehensive surve)
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most turbulent decade, all signs were “Go!™
St. Louis was one of the few Metropolitan
Councils to show a net gain in membership. On
Dec. 31, 1048, Jack Keith had reported a boy
membership of 20,654, and the 1948 Fall Round-
Up was so successiul that Commissioner Lantz
was awarded the Jack Whitaker Regional
Round-Up Award. The Friends of Scouting
f\ppcnl was fast developing into a ligh[l:,--
organized, im-rmsing_l_y :'eur:f:cfsfui annual cam-
paign enlisting the efforts of '.?L‘El'l.lll?rﬁ on every
level and reaching much of the community.
Lowering the age requirements for entry to the
Scout Trail—to 8 for Cubs, 11 for Scouts,
ﬂml 14 for Senior Scouts—promised to boost

membership.
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al Lions' Den. This is the official groundbreaking

With the future brighter than it had been in
some years, Col. Joseph E. Vollmar stepped down
as Council President, and was succeeded in
January, 1949, by Roscoe C. Hobbs, president of
Hobbs-Western Tie Co. and a veteran Council

leader.

Col. Vollmar’s tenure as Council President had
seen many accomplishments, not the least of
which was the organization of the Eagle Scout
Association. Col. Vollmar and Carl Laemmli, then
Director of Field Service, had for some time
urged the Council to find a way to utilize the
potential of the more than 2,000 St. Louis area
men who had attained Eagle rank during their
Scout careers. As adults with a full and satisfying
Seouting experience behind them, their potential

y
(8]

8

A E (Mke) Cunlifl, firse
president of the Eagle
Scoul Association [OT-1018

was great. Organized and given a goal, they could
give back to Scouting much of what they had
gained from it,

Late in 1946, Laemmli began the task of locating
the Eagles. Many, of course, had moved from the

arca. Some had not come home from the war.
Others had simply dropped from sight—" Lost

Eagles." But many—an estimated 750—were
still in the nu-lrnp-ntihm arca, some still active
in Scouting. Not surprisingly, most were com-
munity leaders, men who had made their mark

In Bisiness. the professions, government, labor,
the military.
As the word spread, first scores e

dreds of former Eagles began to surface, and to

The beausiful Luke of the Ozarks was the scote

&

« of this Sea Scoul Regatta

Six St. Louts Eagles have been presented the
Dustinguished -"_'-:‘;.'l'r.'."-.'ﬂrsf decard by the National
Coancil for outstanding achicvement in

their ficlids f!"r nedeaor

Recipients, from lefi 1o right, above: Louis

C. Bailey ( 1074, f;‘w'p't' H E-rrp:;ui 1973,
Thomas B. Curtis ( 1971 ), Theodore R, Gamble
11969 at Ieli, Bertram W Tremayne (1073).
and Fred W Wenzel 1 1975),

renew their interest in Scouting. On July 25,
1947, 29 of what were immediately dubbed the
“Bald Eagles" accepted Col. Vollmar’s invitation
to an organizational dinner at the Racquet Club.
On April 28, 1948, at a mass meeting in the
auditorium of the Washington University Law
School, the nation’s first Eagle Scout Associa-
tion was formally organized. Its first president
was Albert E. *Mike™ Cunliff, brother of Board
Member Nelson Cunliff; they were the Board's
first brother team.




The Association’s constitution and by-laws were
drafted by Attorney Thomas B. Curtis, onetime
Scoutmaster of Troop 314 in Webster Groves
and a veteran member of the Council’s Camping
Committee—and soon to be Congressman Curtis.
By the end of 1948, the Bald Eagles were
250 strong.

The ESA was another St. Louis “first.” The
Association’s great contribution to Seouting was
recognized early by other Councils, who formed
similar groups,and in 1972 the National Council,
BSA, formed a nationwide organization of Eagle
Scout Associations.

ESA serves Scouting both as a group and as
individuals. It has encouraged hundreds of boys
to join Scouting, and helped them attain Eagle
rank. It has been a powerful factor in assisting
inner-city troops get to camp, and provides
qualified adult leadership to such troops not

Roscoe C. Hobbs, Council
Prostelene, 1948-10:410,

only at camp but also by helping inner-city
Scoutmasters. More than 60 percent of the cur-
rent 450 ESA members are personally involved
in the Scout program, as Scoutmasters, commit-
teemen, Eagle Board of Review members, and
Council members—wherever they can be of
service to boyhood.

Today ESA is the Council’s “flying squad,”
tackling projects which other Scouting groups
may lack the time or resources to handle. And
six St. Louis Eagles—former Congressman
Curtis: the late Theodore R. Gamble, president
of Pet, Inc.; George H. Capps, president of
Volkswagen Mid-America, Ine.; Attorney

00

Bertram W. Tremayne; Louis C. Bailey, vice
president of Southwestern Bell; and Fred W.
Wenzel, president of Kellwood Co.—have been
presented the National Council’s Distinguished
Eagle Scout Award.

As President Hobbs took over the Council reins,
St. Louis again demonstrated its often-proved
ability not only tomove with the times, but to look
ahead. A special Council Committee headed by
Executive Board Member Roy Wenzlick, presi-
dent of Wenzlick Associates, had heen studying
Counceil operations both in detail and in their
long-range implications for the future. Late in
1949, as the immediate postwar era ended, the
commiltee submitted a Long-Range Plan that
was to be implemented in the years ahead and
was to provide the St. Louis Area Council with
one of the nation’s finest Scout Camp complexes.

The committee’s recommendations were:

1. The Council should immediately launch
full-scale development of the new Beaumont
Reservation to the point where it could
handle most of the area’s current training
and camping needs,

3]

The Wright Training Center should be re-
located at Beaumont, and the Fredmar
Farm installation disposed of. The latter
was overly costly to maintain and operate.

s

Consideration should be siven to closing
down both Lions’ Den and Lone Dell, and
establishing one of the nation’s first
racially-integrated camping programs
at Beaumont,

4. Studies should be made of the future use,
development, and potentials of both Iron-
dale and Camp Brereton.

5. The Council should initiate an objective,

in-depth study of its own procedures and
stalf operations.

In effect, the recommendations were a blueprint
r,”r the decade ahead—4 decade which St. Louis
Scouters recognized would be one of growth, of
change, and of yet-unknown 1']::1|I4-.n;_';*.-.
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TIME OF TRANSITION —
THE NINETEEN FIFTIES
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By the mid-Fifties, the boys of the postwar baby boom
I ;-n-_ﬂrmrf{rrg into L'm‘_'n’a.-'ng.

1960, from 80,000 to 120.,000. The actual 1960
boy population proved to be 125,000. The Plan
envisaged 1,286 Scout units serving 40,132
boys by 1960, increases of 67 and 64 percent
respectively. The December, 1959 roster actually
showed 1,241 units and 40,515 boys—an amaz-
ing feat of forecasting by any standards. The
committee underestimated, however, the mag-
nificent response of adult volunteers: it called
for a 58 percent increase, but in fact the total
of Seouters. Cubbers, and Den Mothers virtu-
ally doubled, to 15,165.

Underestimated, too, were the financial effects
of both inflation and expanded Council activi-
ties. The 1960 budget was projected at $416,000.
[n actuality, Council expenditures by the end
of the Fifties were to exceed $600,000 annually.

The final recommendations made by the plan-
ing team included many ol those made in the
preliminary study in 1949, and others were
added. Among them:

« Doubling of camping facilities by 1955,
plus another 25 pereent by 1960.

0

* Immediate development of Beaumont, with
a major effort to raise the needed funds.

Ehn_:inuliun of Lone Dell and removal of
its facilities to Beaumont,

Closing of Lions’ Den as soon as facilities
became available at Beaumont.

l_iclucullrm‘uf the Wright Training Center
trom the Fredmar property to Beaumont.

Hfuhgnment of District boundaries for more
effective use of manpower, and to cope
with developing socio-economic changes.

C‘””l”"“'“‘ri analysis and improvement ol
Lm_mmi administrative and organizational
activities.

* Fxnansi . - 2 -
Expansion of the professional staff by 50
percent, the office staff by 64 percent.

It is a measure ol the Council’s determination
that almost al] of

within the dee ”."N: goals were achieved

1 the dec ade. [)Ir«pnhall of Lions’ Den was
not l'||l;l‘lt.‘l] until the Sixties, and the propor-
tion ol professional and olflice stalf to boys
served rf.‘lllitim_-[]_ 45 usual, well below the
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terian Church. One of the area’s original
Seouters, and longtime safety director of
Aetna Casualty & Life Insurance Co., he had
been especially active in developing many of
the early training programs. The photo of
Bucky Kelso in full regalia, posing with Presi-
dent Harry S Truman, is still a Council treasure.
At this writing, Bucky is living with relatives in
Terre Haute, Indiana.

The development of Beaumont into one of the
nation’s nulr-!nmling.*, Scoul camps became the
No. 1 priority of the new Council president,
Victor E. Cooley, who replaced Roscoe C.
Hobbs at the helm in 1950. Another in the long
line of “Ma Bell” men who have contributed
so much to Scouting, Cooley joined Morton D.
May, chairman of the Beaumont Development
Committee; Norfleet H. Rand of the Camping
Commiltee, and a host of volunteers and pro-
fessionals in building Beaumont.

The camp was already in use. More than
10,000 boys attended short-term camps there
during 1951, following completion of the deep




Yaaa-hooo! Thrills like this were among the atiractions at
Nagel Explorer Base on Beaumont Scout Reservation

well. A Ranger camp was established, with a
12-horse remuda and a volunteer-built barn.
An access road into the 2,400-acre property
was partially developed. Part of the Trail System
was laid out, and work started on the warehouse
and Chief Ranger’s cabin. Plans were being
developed for three camps—Camp A, to accom-
modate 300 Scouts: Camp B, 200: and Camp C,
about 100.

The existing camps were bulging at the seams.
Central feeding, District camping, and en-
largement of the dining hall enabled Irondale
to handle an additional 150 boys, but it was
already serving 670 more Scouts than its
planned ecapacity, Lions' Den was serving 224
more boys than ever intended. Neither could
be further expanded. Yet the numbers of long:
term campers had reversed the early postwar
trend; 4,000 boys attended camp in 1951, and
t_hc number was expected to double within 2
lew years. Action was imperative.

Money was equally imperative. The ]n'njm‘lt'li
cost of Beaumont was escalating, and the Coun-
cil was scrambling for development funds.
Lone Dell was closed and sold, its facilities
'“”\'{-'{'[ to Beaumont and troop activities Lo
Lions’ Den. The Fredmar property was sold
for $85,000, which was prmnplly; Elpll]il'tl to
Beaumont needs. The Trust Fund was tapped:
but the total was still fur from sulficient for
the plans the Council had in mind,

S0 “Buster” May set to work. The major capi-
tal funds drive he had previously recommende
*m'.uj'lp: into Ili;_:h gedar, L“,-g,, mﬁﬁ were already
being solicited by the end of 1952. And at the

s Den. The canyp was

A retread ceremaon yoof I
nearing the end of its asefu friess

the biszest ever attempted by the St. Louis
Area Council, and one of the largest in U.S.
Scouting history. Combining the Beaumont
campaign with the annual Friends of Scout-
ing appeal. he asked for a whopping $690,000.

“As soon as we build,” he said, “Beaumont can
handle an additional 3.500 campers immediately.
It can provide year-round training for 8,000
adult leaders. It can provide weekend camping
for thousands more St. Louis Council Scouts.

“On this marvelous site, we must put build-
ines and facilities to accommodate the thousands
ui"cagcr boys to whom it is dedicated. We must
work together to make this investment in our
youth...”

Beaumont, he explained, would have three
main uses: as a training center for Scouters,
and as both a long-term and short-term camp.
Most of the permanent facilities were to be lo-
cated in the main valley of Little Antire Creek.

The plans for Beaumont reflected the motto:
“Be Prepared.” It was easy to reach from any
part of the Council area. Initial planning pro-
vided for two camps to be built immediately—

o the Moy 15, 1954 dedication of
Norfleet Rand, chairman of the
lopment chairman,

1953 Annual Meeting, May laid it on the line
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the Ranger Camp, and Camp A, soon to be
named “Camp May” for the man whose efforts
had made Beaumont a reality. Camp May was
the heart of the facility, with 14 troop camp-
ing sites surrounding the major permanent
structures. The Ranger Camp was to have 14
Adirondack huts for Rangers, Explorers, and
other more experienced campers.

The permanent facilities included the relo-
cated Wright Training Center, which could
double as an indoor dining hall and recreational
area; a handsome chapel, dedicated to the
memory of Walter W. Head by General
American Life Insurance Co.: a Trading Post;
troop lodges; a Council Ring: a modern fan-
shaped swimming pool with special provisions
for beginners; a headquarters building and
staff quarters. Former Eagle Scout Eric W.
Smith of Smith & Entzeroth was the architect.

Plans were also made for a nine-acre lake, but
local geological faults prevented them from
materializing.

Miles of trails were already being cut by
Scouts and Scouters, and in the summer of
1953 the men of the Eagle Scout Association
built Eagles’ Nest, a 60-foot steel fire observa-
tion tower.

May and President Cooley both received their

More than 15,000 Seouts from every Council District partic ipated in the

big parade. The S690.000 goal was reached in June, 1953,

A massive doentoun pacatle kieked off the 1953 drivi
to raise capitul funds for Beaumont's dovelopment.

Silver Beavers at that 1953 Annual Meeting,
and before the summer was out, they both
doubly deserved the award. Working with Col.
Vollmar, who had accepted the responsibility
of heading the funds campaign, they marshalled
the manpower and boypower of the Council

for an April 6 kickoff.

It was one of St. Louis Scouting’s greatest
shows. More than 15,000 Scouts from every

District marched downtown, with mounted
Rangers, floats, and a score of marching bands.
Headed by Parade Chairman Aloys P. Kaufman,
the city’s former mayor, the parade ended at
Kiel Auditorium, where the Scouts and Scouters
saw KSD-TV ( then managed by Veteran Scouter
George Burbach) stage a live TV show star-
ring Jimmy Cagney and beamed to the entire
metropolitan area.

The original plans for Beaumont estimated the
cost at $360,000. As the planners raised their
sights and the inflation spnrkctl by l]'w_[\.nrmn
War continued, estimates rose first to 2500,000,
then $600,000. The final $690,000 goal seemed
impossible to attain. But they made it—and
4 monstrous Victory Barbecue
18, 1953. The funds were
a dream to

celebrated with
at Camp May on June _
in hand to transform Beaumont from
reality.

weekend of May

Less than a year later, on the
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14-15. 1954. Beaumont was officially opened
with one of St. Louis Scouting’s most jubilant
Camporees. Mare than 7.000 Scouts and
Scouters {rom over 350 troops, and 4,000
parents and guests. heard Dr. Arthur A. Schuck,
the nation’s Chief Scout Executive, dedicate the
camp which is still paying great human
dividends.

Among those 7,000 Scouts were two who would
make their own future contributions to Scout
camping—Mel Loewenstein of Troop 87, who
was to play a vital role in the development of
S-F Ranch a decade later as the Council’s
Director of Camping, and Paul A. Brockland of
Troop 330, who was to follow Loewenstein as
Director of Camping for the Council.

If Beaumont was the most dramatically visible
achievement of the 1950’s, it was far from being
the only challenge met and mastered by the
Council during that decade of transition.

MeDonnell

00



The most potentially explosive challenge was
that of racial integration. The area’s black popu-
lation had grown rapidly during and after WWTII
—but fewer black youths than white had been
reached by Scouting. There were many reasons.
Some of them were valid, and some were at least
believed to be valid.

Most basic was a simple lack of acceptance on
the part of some whites. That was a recognized
fact of life to most Southern-born blacks. but
others were beginning to demand a fairer share
in U.S. society.

Ghetto-bred black youth too often found
Scouting skills such as camperaft (“the Daniel
Boone bit”) irrelevant to their real needs.
Coming from what was basically a matriarchal
society, many entered Scouting as Cubs, where
forceful black mothers served as Den leaders—
but it was hard to find interested black male
adult leadership, and tao few Cubs moved up to
Scouting’s ranks.

Demaonstration of the requirements for the Coaliing Mert
Budpe at the Merit Badge Show
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Scouting was reaching the children of many
middle class black familes. but its impact on the
“less chance™ boys of the inner city was less
than satisfactory. The dedicated efforts of black
leaders like Bill Rand, Leon Dickson, W. H. J.

S

Staffer Dave Cliurely was a
leader n promioting tnter-
il Seoiting

2|

“Pop”™ Beckett, Quinten Adderley, and Marty
Graham, and others such as Carl Lacmmli, Dave
Church, LeRoy Lane, and Russ Hart too often
produced lean harvests.

Training School i

Even when once organized, black troops faced
barriers that inevitably lessened their interest
in Scouting. Weekend hikes and camps were
rare because of the shortage of leadership. Long-
term camping was long confined to Lone Dell.
where facilities were barely adequate. Support
from sponsoring institutions was olten erratic
and reluctant.
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part of the nationwide effort to reach inner-city
vouth. Again. St. Louis had helped show the way.

The Council’s efforts to recruit more black
Scouts and integrate troops were deliberately
low-keved. Publicity could backfire. Pro-
fessionals and black volunteers quietly labored
to enlist more sponsoring institutions, to find
and retain adult leaders. Slowly. the effort paid
off. The continued movement of blacks into
previously all-white neighborhoods, ‘.m-:_i the
cradual acceptance of varying degrees of inte-
.-,:r;uion by the majority of whites, stepped up
il’l'll"r]'l- integration.

Council records are reticent about the entire
subject, foreven some Executive Board members
resisted the inevitable. But when Beaumont
opened, District camps included all-white, a!l.
black. and interracial troops. By the late 1950,
when National Council asked LeRoy Lane the
number of black troops and Scouts in the
Council, he could reply, “We don’t know. We
don't keep records on the basis of race.” That in
itsell was progress.

By 1957, Dave Church could report the organi-
sation of 13 new units and doubled membership
in the inner-city portion of the Arrowhead
District. Troops were being organized in the
housing projects. Black participation in the
Seout Circus, Merit Badge Show, Camporees,
and the annual Appreciation Dinner was rising.

The problem of serving black youth was not
solved in the 1950, nor is it yet solved. But an
encouraging starl was made more than 20 years
awo by the leaders of the St. Louis Area Council.
Tlheir sensible, realistic approach produced
sienificant progress with a minimum of public
furor. But the basic challenge remains high on
the Council’s priority list.

There were other problems as well during the
Fifties. not the least of which were, as usual,
financial. Council expenditures continued to
rise—from $373,000 in 1950 to 8530.000 in
1055 and $611.000 in 1959. The annual bar-
gaining with the Community Chest (later the
United Fund) continued, The Chest could

- — W
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rarely meet Council requests. But Executive
Board members had become so adept at the
annual budget battle that the Chest’s propor-
tion of the total operating budget at least re-
mained almost constant, at approximately 43
percent of the Council’s needs.

In time the Chest accepted the Friends of
Scouting as necessary for the continued

L
W. B MecMillan, Council
Prestdent, 1956-1958

Col. Jos. E Vollmar, Council
President, 1996-1947
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the first “Pot [ 1 L linner at the Arena In 1957
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Famed Actor and Air Force Gen. Jimmy Stewart ts grevted by Council Pr, o,

existence of the movement. Indeed. inter-
agency relations became so cordial that when
the Chest’s executive director died in 1953, Jack
Keith was temporarily drafted to replace him

until a new director was named several months
later.

The widening dollar gap between Chest contri-
butions and actual expenditures was filled from
other sources. Increasingly the load fell on the
F-of-S, brilliantly led during the decade of the
Fifties by men like Col. Vollmar; Gregory J.
Nooney; Powell B. McHaney, president of
General American Life; W, B. MeMillan: Arthur
Atkinson, president of Wabash Railroad; and
Clark Hungerford, president of Frisco Railroad.

F-of-S contributions doubled during the decade,
from $61,000 to $131,000 annually. And by the

end of the 1950', income from the Trust Fund
was becoming available, with Russel] E. Gardner,
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William B. McMillan, chairman of the board of
Hussmann Refrigerator Co., who in turn was
succeeded in 1959 by Edwin M. Clurl:'.: president
of Southwestern Bell Telephane. That same
vear, Scout Commissioner :\illt{rt W. Linlz was
succeeded by Roy W. Jordan of G. H. \\";llk::r-&‘
Co. Lantz was acclaimed the Council’s Chiel
Srnut. the first to hold that honorary post
sinece [Il.L'. [ll'iltll ol IC“I- h!l'“l‘il'll'.

Camp Brereton on Alton Lake continued .lu pro-
vide its annual flooding crisis. At one point the
Council decided to close it down, especially
after the National Council temporarily
suspended the Sea Scout program (soon re-
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New Mexieo seenery. St. Louis Explorers, above., drink: it all in

placed by the new Sea Explorer program). But a
few months later, in September, 1955, the deci-
sion was revoked: summer activity had
intensified, interest revived, and the camp’s
operating deficit was reduced. Manuel Chorlins,
vice-chairman of the Camping Committee, Com-
missioner Lantz, and Commodore Brereton all
stressed that the base was still essential to a
full Explorer program. Camp Brereton continued
to serve the Council until Lake Nims at S-F
Ranch became available.

Improving service to boys at either end of
Scouting’s age spectrum occupied much Council
time and thought during the Fifties. The decade
saw progressive changes in both the Explorer
and Cub programs—forerunners of more exten-
sive changes in the future.

The years alter WWII had profoundly affected
the interests and attitudes of U.S. adolescents.
They were more sophisticated, more worldly,
Their needs were different than those of earlier
senerations. As early as 1953 the Council recog-
nized the signs of change, and began to rcvis:;
the Explorer program to revive flagging interest,
By 1957, Explorers were being given more re-
sponsibility, encouraged to take over junior

Philmont . . . mecca of the Explarer Scouts, 137000 acres of speciacilar
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lua:.'ur«;ln_p posts. Wilderness hikes and exeiting
tanoe 1rips were increased, Greater emphasis
was placed on social activities.

E"I’_’l”f‘-‘l'ﬁ were given the option of staying with
.l.h\mr_m”{lr“”l”* after their 14th birthday, with 8
Senior Scout™ strip emblazoned on their uni-
I'nrm.. a0k registering as an Explorer bul
}}"”mmin}i with their troop. . . or of joining an
ﬂ-:l!lill?f(-;r Pf:‘sl' Each year more of them made the
“itng trip to Philmont Ranch, the rugged
11131..,[:}0“-“““! I].rcgl:rvt, in the New Mexico
ockies—an unforgettable experience.
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District organization was improved and ex-
sanded, while administrative changes improved
stall efficiency and productivity, and helped
the volunteers in their work.

The Trust Fund, barely more than $100.000 in
1950, was nearing the $400,000 mark by 1959.

The Council moved into expanded quarters in
the Arcade Building during the Christmas holi-
davs of 1955. With more space, better lighting.
and room for expansion, few Scouters expected

A
2

Spaethe Farm Exporimental Camp at Troy Mo, attracted many
Seouts fnterested in farming and stock-raising
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Asthe 1950%s drew to a close, Jack Keith directed
an Area Council that mustered more than 40,000
boys in 1,241 units, supported by 15,000 adult
Scouters—a virtual doubling of strength, and
nearing the national ideal of serving a third of
all the eligible boys in the Council’s far-flung

territory.

Jack Keith’s career in St. Louis had been highly
successful, but it had taken its toll. In
September, 1959, he ended 13 productive years
of service to St. Louis Scouting and retired to
Florida with Mrs. Keith. His had been a
memorable stewardship in a difficult time—a
time of change, transition, and challenge.

He was succeeded as Scout Executive by Russell
J. Hart. St. Louis Scouting, and the Area
Council, now began a journey into another new
era—a new decade optimistically christened
“The Soaring Sixties,” and one which was to
produce many dramatic changes in Scouting.
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SCOUTING IN A CHANG
ING W
— THE SIXTIES AND AFTER o

“The Little Scouts and Their Scoudmasicr

“were a feature of the 1964 €y
Areis

ROM THE BREGINNING, the St.

Louis Area Council has been lor-
tunate in its choice of Scout
Executives. Each has been
uniquely the right man for his tines. And almost
as il ordained by fate, cach has b
by another Executive t‘.ﬂpﬁ‘i:l“)‘ qu;llifit‘:l to
meet and master the challenges of a4 new erd.

een succeeded

Russell J. Hart took over command from I_lau‘k
Keith just as the deceptive tranquility of the
turmoil of the Sixties.
Scouting through
restive

Fifties erupted into the
He was to guide St. Louis
troubled years—years of violence,
minorities, the bitterness ol Vietnani, the aliena-
tion of much of our youth. They were to be years
when the traditions and e the w]v}mm‘ %
S‘-'—“llting ilﬁt‘“l were Lo be qu i His tenure
has not been a |)l‘ill'l‘t"1|| one.
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He altlrmltril Bryan
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['!l-' was the first Ex
1 |llll‘np:~nn to be a native
'h‘-l!p in the South Side.

first cxpcr‘icncv persuaded him to choose a
carcer in Scouting. Jack Wright sent him to
National Training School. and in 1941 he joined
the Council as a Field Executive—only to leave
a vear later for a three-year Navy stint.

Shortly after his return from service in 1945
Hart was named Field Director. In 1951 he went

r't'fr_ur”j Hart, .'*"rriu.'
Evecutive, 1959—

(o Philadelphia as Assistant Scout Executive of
the Valley Forge Council, but was recalled in
1952 to serve first as Administrative Assistant
and then as Deputy Scout Executive to Jack

Mu”unph}' School and Huusus'?ll e 1 as Dep - .
made his way through Seoulting s ranks ..l_lnl E}uslh. familiarizing himsell R e,
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-IIUre . Qeogutmaster v

h. under Scoutme In 1956 Hart was summoned to Denver to

college years were spent at Missour! Unlll\lll':::l}
and St. Louis Universitys and “-hLIc ?n'l ‘Hh‘ad-
dent he worked as an office hoy at L.nunf*;lh -LI-“T
quarters under Hal L. Rush, Director of Iind
and Development.

in the

g saw pl‘m"lf‘"
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genl him
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square-jawed youngster and
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revitalize a moribund Area Council. His personal
brand of low-keyed but elfective leadership paid
off. In his three years in Denver, membership
grew from 16,000 to 22,000, the number of units
from +3 Lo ('ﬁiﬁ. and the Couneil itself became
a community loree.

“Being named Scoul Executive in St. Louis was
the fulfillment of a boyhood dream,” Hart said



An introduction (o the contemplative joys of fishing
pool, stocked with fish when the new pool opened.

later. He inherited a strong Board, a proved pro-
aram, and a Council with a national reputation.
He had personally known individual Board
members, Scouters, and professional staffers
alike since his youth. He knew the people, the
program, and the Council’s properties—the
expansion of which was to become his top

priority.

By 1960, the Long-Range Plan which produced
Beaumont was already outdated. The postwar

yaby boom was producing a bumper ecrop of
) . [

potential Cubs and Scouts, and membership was
growing. So was camping. Irondale, where Russ
Hart had been in turn a Scout camper, Scout-
er, was nearing the end of its
usefulpess. » was no room for growth at
Lions’ Den, while the Sea Scout Base at Camp
Brereton served but a fraction of total

master, and stafl

membership.

The character of Beaumont itself was changing,
Since its 1953 dedication, the city had reached
oul its tentacles; industries and suburbs were

crowding Beaumont’s boundaries. And within
the metropolitan area the woods and open
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spaces where generations of Scouts had hiked
and camped were falling to the bulldozer. By
the end of the 1950’s, Beaumon( was primarily
short-term camp and Scouter training center.
[t could not offer the kind of adventurous camp-
ing experience far from home that had made
Irondale so popular,
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Within months after succeeding Keith, Hart
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Lions' Den, and Brereton, and 1o acquire a

major praperty lar enough from the city to pro-
Vide a true camping experience, with enough
acilities for an up-

acreage for expansion and |
on had always

dated aquatic program. Breret |
been less than adequate for the latter, while the
proposed lake at Beaumont wis never developed.
Early in 1960, Hart assigned Merle Shippey to
start looking for an ideal site for & major camp-
of Camping, had long

He had p{_-r.mnali}'
in the

Shippey, then Director
advocated just such a move.
investigated some 200 puu:nliall sites =
Council’s 12 rural counties. He quccnc!l l:tl
list to 10, and for months he, Hart, and :1-.~'mrt.u‘:
Board members and staflers sorambled over
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endless hills, valleys, and meadows. None fitted
the Council’s expanding needs. The search con-
tinued fruitlessly for more than a year, and then
three unexpected “angels” solved the problem.

The first “angel” was Elmer E. Jones, divisional
manager of St. Joseph Lead Co., chairman of
the Council’s Camping Committee, and a resi-
dent of Bonne Terre, Mo. He persuaded his
company to make available, for only $60,000, a
rolling, wooded 3,985-acre tract in ‘the historic
Mine LaMotte Domain—a $15-per-acre bargain.

Hart, Shippey, and Assistant Camping Director
Mel Loewenstein hiked the rough country in a
pouring February rainstorm—and were ecstatic



at what they saw. Hart did not yet have Board
approval, but he told Jones the Council would
buy the land, later expanded to 5.200 acres—
more than 8-1/2 square miles.

Short as usual of funds, the Council did not
have the money, but then the second “angel”
materialized— Arthur B. Baer, president of
Stix, Baer & Fuller. SBF, one of the city’s retail
giants, agreed to donate the entire purchase
price. The store deliberately sought no public
recognition, but Council President Russell
Dearmont proposed that the magnificent new
acquisition be named “S-F” in honor of its
donor, and as S-F it has become one of the
nation’s most outstanding Scout [acilities.

One reason for its success was the generosity of
still a third “angel,” Mrs. Eugene D. Nims,

Theodore R. Gamble, Council
Council President, 19%03-1905 Presudent, 1968,

Gen. Leif J. Sverdrup,

widow of one of the Council’s greatest Scouters.
Her gift of $55,000 made possible a running start
on the 2-1/2-mile-long, 270-acre Nims Lake, site
of the Council’s first centralized and comprehen-
sive aquatic program.

The Camp Development Committee under
Morton D. May plunged into its new task with
vigor. The site, 80 miles from St. Louis and 10
miles from Farmington, was surveyed even be-
fore the SBF gift was finalized. In March, 1962,
President Dearmont named Gen. Leif J. Sverdrup
to head a Capital Funds Development Commit-
tee to raise funds for what promised to be a
monumental project. Civie leader, veteran
Scouter and Board member, and founder and
president of Sverdrup & Parcel and Associates,
Inc., the eampaign chairman had been Gen,
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Rusell L. Dearmont, Council
President, 1961-1962,

Kussel L, Savage, Scend
Commisstoner, 10631967

Douglas MacArthur's chiel engineer officer in
the Southwest Pacific.

When Gen. Sverdrup became Council President
in 1963, Theodore R. Gamble, president of Pet,
Inc., and Nicholas P. Veeder, president ol
Granite City Steel, became co-chairmun of the
campaign committee. Gen, Sverdrup continued
an active role in the drive, and the team was
beefed up by the addition of former Council
Presidents Edwin M. Clark and W. B, McMillan,
and Vice Presidents Morton D. May and Roy W.
Jordan—surely one of the most Jli;jl]-p““‘l'r"fl
fund-raising groups ever assembled in the
St. Louis area.

Their work was cut out for them. Morton D-
May unveiled the ambitious plans for S.F Ranch
in June, 1962. They included two complete
Scout camps to be erected immediately, each
providing 12 to 15 campsites, and a complete

FEedwin M. Clark, Conncil
Prestelent, 1054. 1066,

Roy V. Jordan, Sceul

- 9
Commissoner, 1959-190=
P{l‘\lrf:'ﬂ.l" f“?f-lr”-_;
Explorer base. Development of the lake was 10
start with construction of a massive dam:
b - . .
| ermanent structures were to illl'h]llt‘ III'lI?_‘JtI"l
halls, commissary buildings, stalf accommuoda-
tions, chapel, camp headquarters, trading post

feeinal 3.005 neres @

r & Fuller. Above.
e fielt I8 _fm.-IfJJ'I [rumi
by ) Bt

(S8 Rand fi it
{rthur

1. Bu
H!H Ay anll

o Franeols
o, clairntai! |

Hve e |

i \JlJrI'

Clonnly Were

i the SBF boand, |

purchased with a gift from
weaks ground af the

bl u,uh!. SBE President

|15




J‘\

1'-: c
i . b,
i —

At an l’)lm"rr_rg.f'h".u' Arrow banguet in 1964, Scout Executive Russell J, [1
an architect's concept of Astronaut Hall, a gift from MeDonnell ./f ircraft ';f"r el
- it G,

100 MeDonnell President Sanford N. MeDonnedl,

quartermaster building, and the necessary roads
utilities, and parking areas. S-F was plaﬁnud 1.-;
provide fully-developed facilities for 250-300
boys weekly in each of the two camps, plus
100 Explorers.

The cost, May estimated, would be §1,250,000—
double the amount raised for Beaumont and by
far the largest fund-raising effort in Council
history. Gen. Sverdrup and his cohorts were
already hard at work, lining up major individual
and corporate contributions. By February, 1963
they had raised $565,000. Almost a third |]u(i
come from Morton D. May himself: his father,
Morton J. May; the Louis Beaumont l"'mmd‘q:
tion: and Famous-Barr Co. In recognition :ul'
their tremendous support, the first camp al
S.F was named “Camp Famous Eagle.” l-,[:.
corporate gifts included a food ‘:s[‘r:'-;t'(l ,...‘,l";
donated by McDonnell Douglas Co. s
Costs were rising even as work got under way,

Structural difficulties plagued the dam construyc-
tion. Eventually, Gen. Sverdrup’s own erack
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after John S.
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and son, Hampden Swift. It offered complete
facilities for aquatics, horsemanship, and a com-

prehensive range of other Explorer activities.

The Capital Funds campaign was not only a
success, it was a notable triumph. The initial
goal of 81,250,000 in pledges was reached by

Puirol feding was put into full effect at S-F
Ranch Above, foud is distributed toa patrol
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mid-April, 1963, and by the time the Ranch was
dedicated in 1965, total pledges exceeded
$2.000,000. The dedicated work of the five
divisions of the Capital Funds Committee, with
the whole-hearted cooperation of the Friends
of Scouting, had raised one of the largest capital
funds ever attempted by any Boy Scout Council
in the U.S.

On Sept. 11, 1965, in conjunction with the
Fall Reunion of the Shawnee Lodge of the Order
of the Arrow, a triumphant Area Council and a
bevy of distinguished guests formally dedicated
S-F Ranch. The ceremonies were chaired by
William R. Orthwein, Jr., and featured the cam-
paign leaders and Order of the Arrow members.

Actually. the 61 Board members and their many
guests saw little of the Ranch that day. Twenty-
six hours of torrential rains had turned the

. A 2 LR !
i . ads i ires. The f] | 2 ~S—— 1 lone S wrlooks 200-acne Lake Engene D Nimsat > ¢l Ranca
still-unpacked roads into quagmires. The fleet of A _ - ome Scout overfooks 27
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3 : of the postwar years, speaks at the dedication of
had trouble getting landing clearance. But even S-F Ranch, Sept. 11, 1965 i

-

J o
’ Counedl and visiing dignifarie

o Lows Ara I's Capital Funds

AN S I —{ e bourd mentier o m}l (o ceremonies LS ;I”HH'I;F e 82 million
g ; 3 .  Raneh dedicalit® e pepiserd mope (RO =
A solemn moment durtng the dedication of the Ranch. Left to right, Nicholas P Feodis 2 !“”:"Hu Friends of Seoutille (E52 {
¥ ’ 1 i f
Counetl corchalrmart of .fr're'rr.‘.lf.rf.rfu,i.'ﬂ. (sen ."H'r'rrl'm,n. Murtan 1) Muy. chatirman SEils L 110

Camp Do f,,'“m,-“,- Committee; and a Scout haner guard

118



the downpour could not dampen the spirits of
a Council assured of superb camping facilities
for years to come. And in honor of the man who
had done so much to make the dream of S-F
Ranch come true, Gen. Sverdrup. the second
camp was named in his honor—Camp Sakima—
*Sakima” for chief, for he had been both chief
of the Council and chief mover in the big project.
Indeed, Gen. Sverdrup could truly be called
“Mr. Scouting” of the 1960’s.

Certainly one of the proudest Council profes-
sionals on hand for the rain drenched dedica-

Mel Loewensiein, Council
Directar of Camping, was a key
man i developing S-F

tion was Mel Loewenstein, who had succeeded
Merle Shippey as Director of Camping on the
latter’s retirement January 1. 1964. Loewen-
stein had spent the better part of four years
wrestling with the manifold problem of building
the Ranch. organizing its operation, and
developing the programs il was to offer Area
Scouts. Executive Russ Hart credits him with
beine the “moving force™ in transforming 8-1/2
HFJU'JLI‘U miles of primitive backland into one of
America’s finest Boy Scout facilities. Loewenstein
is currently the Council’s Director of Field
Services.

Long-term camping started at S-I' none too soon.
In 1964-65, Council facilities were bursting at
the seams with boys—more than 8,500 of them
at Beaumont. Irondale, Lions” Den, Scudder,
and Brereton. But with the opening of the
Ranch. Irondale, Brereton, and Lions Du'h be-
came surplus. Lions’ Den was sold in I.‘Jﬁa_ the
Lions  Club reacquiring it as a camp for their
own program for handicapped and indigent
children. And in 1967 Irondale was sold for

£50.,000.

The Rand Buddding is catp headguariess for
the S-F Rench. Mt awas the gift of the Rand family.
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experience of Scout camping—with nearly 80
percent of all Area Scout units represented. In
the wooded hills and valleys and along the Ranch
trails, they learn traditional Scout skills and
many new ones as well. To today’s generation,
S-F Ranch is the Scout camp, and around its
modern facilities new legends are being woven.
But many thousands of older St. Louisans will
never forget Irondale, where it all really began
more than half a century ago.

The Ranch should serve the needs of the St. [
Louis Council for at least two decades to come. '
The boy population is changing, and for the next
10 years, if not longer, there will be fewer boys
in the 8-to-14 age group, thereby reducing pres-
sure on camp facilities. Projected plans for two !
additional camps at S-F have been postponed.
Instead, there will be more intensive use of !
existing facilities, especially with current trends

toward a longer school year.

The acquisition and development of S-F Ranch
has been, surely, the most monumental single
achievement of Russ Hart's stewardship as
Scout Executive. But there have been many
other high points as well. One of the earliest,

+ Seonts leave old

Sael fereqwell to a million memories as Are

it e 26 wrs weere aiwarded in 1900 to two institutions which have 5 ;
FYieik A npves) Chartery there alvardex e supported Irondale for the last time, August, 1902

Scouting since its inception Left to right, Council President Russell L. Dearmant; Pastor
-f}f!'rl Haclkett of Pilgrim C””.f-f“?-'”"”"”“‘r Charch, sponsor rJ_fTrﬂin 2 Irvin Engliss, pastor of
'.""ir;r Congregational Church. Webster Groves, sponser of Troop 301; and Scout Executive

L

Russell J. Hart.

2 ' The last Council Fire burned at Irondale at I]]_U
,.-tmﬂﬂ]’ 81 _. - A ny close of the camping season in August, I,*_}(m‘.

1 y and its ashes were added to the opening Counc
Fire at the Ranch the following year. [rondale
had served St. Louis Scouting well for 45 years
and more than a few veteran Scouters had lumps
in their throats as the last fire died down. Th'{
many dedication plaques from Irondale, Lions
Den, and Brereton are now on display on the

Memorial Board in the Rand Building at the
Ranch.

A dramatic new era in Scout camping was horn.
By the end of the 1960’s, more than 9,000 boys
were participating annually in long-term camp-
ing, most of them at the Ranch. Today, .lt_!lu‘
three camps on the western side of Lake Nim®
and the Swift Explorer Base at the dam, 10,66
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soon after he replaced Jack Keith, was the mas-
sive celebration of Scouting’s Golden Jubilee
during 1960.

The celebration began in February, 1960, when
the Council awarded 50-Year Charters to the
Rev. Dr. Allen Hackett, pastor of Pilgrim Con-
gregational Church, home of Troop 2, and to
the Rev. Dr. Ervine P. Inglis of the First Con-
aregational Church of Webster Groves, sponsor
of Troop 301. Both institutions had supported
Scouting since its American beginnings.

In May, thousands of Scouters turned out for
the annual Appreciation Dinner at the Arena to
hear an authentic hero, gruff, cigar-chomping
Gen. Curtis Lemay ( the first Pot Luck Apprecia-
tion dinner in 1957 drew 5,000 to hear Brig.
Gen. Jimmy Stewart, the film star turned WWII
airman). Hundreds of Area packs, troops, and
posts held commemorative ceremonies—more
units than there were Scouts in 1910-11. By
1960, the Council could count 40,684 boys and
15,000 Scouters.

Relow. 6.000 Scouters and their families jammed the Armary
for the 1961 Pot Luck Dinver.
- T AE ¢

Gen. Curtis LeMay, chief of the Strategtc Air Comprand, wes
guest af honor at the fust Pot Luck Dinner at the Arena
Weith him is Gen. Sverdrup
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Climax of the Jubilee Year was the nation’s
bicwest single Camporee, held in Forest Park
July 23-25 under the direction of Camporee
Chairman Harry F. Harrington, chief executive
officer of Boatmen’s National Bank. More than
12.000 Scouts and Scouters pitched 5.000 tents
in the park and welcomed 50,000 visitors—
35000 of them for the spectacular Jubilee Camp-
fire on Art Hill. The event was a spur to recruit-
ine and its success highlighted Russ Hart’s first
\'c:flr as Executive.

The Jubilee’s success was to be repeated in 1970,
when the principal guest was Lady Baden-Powell,
with a supporting cast of sports and show-busi-
ness celebrities. The 1970 Camporee Chairman
was Maurice R. “Dude” Chambers, president of
[nterco, aided by Mallinckrodt Board Chairman
and Council President Harold E. Thayer and
Commissioner Albert J. O'Brien. The Campfire
Show was the responsibility of Board Member
Robert Hyland, vice president of CBS.

Four years after the Golden Jubilee event, in
1064, 'St. Louis Scouts contributed to another

e ———————



Mmm-mm! Seoutmaster James Sponik, Troop 430, Arnold, M.,
supervises a roast pig at the 1970 Camporee cookout.

community-wide event—observance of the city’s
founding in 1764. Chairman of the Bicentennial
was veteran Board Member August A. Busch,
Jr.. who made sure the Scouts got into the act.
They were appointcd as the city’s official greeters
for the entire Bicentennial Year. Scout dele-
gates met all distinguished guests to the city,
presenting them with official certificates and the
Bicentennial neckerchief and slide.

On February 14, 1964, more than 5,000 Scouts
and leaders gathered on the riverfront to reen-
act the historic landing of Chouteau and Laclede
( whose roles were played by chosen Explorers),
and to watch the Piasa Society greet the “found-
ers” with Indian dances. Former Mayor Aloys
S. Kaufman, chairman of the Activities Com-
mittee, directed the event, and many prominent
guests were on hand, among them Mayor Ray-
mond R. Tucker and the French Ambassador

to the U.S.
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TV Star Mike Connors—
Manaix"—at Camporee.

|' ﬂ-‘f”ﬂ.‘f guesi— Big Red
Safety Larry Wilson

Scrappy Blues Star
Redd Berenson al Cantp

Tlu,j St. Louis Bicentennial coincided with a néw
tn'a:ulorml il}lemc. “Strengthen America’s Heri-
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date, with 613 uni 1e biggest Scout Circus 19
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an 70,000,

Expansi :
priority when [“;| Tall hcc,n Russ Hart’s i'\,(."
ambition was f, ];'{-canle Scout Executive. That
S-F" Ranch, II'[i'-.llsLllimH il neifedicaricn 8
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. and Offensive Taekle and
Board Member Ernic MeMillan
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der of the Silver

1901,

Forest Park, 30,000

more than outgrown its Arcade Building offices
and was increasingly inconvenient for S;:uuters.
A search was launched for another location, but
immediate action was deferred by the press of

A. J. O'Brien. Scout
Commissioner, 1968-1072

Board Member
August A Buseh, Jr-,
St Louis Bicentennial chairman

work involved in the S-F Capital Funds Cam-
paign.

With S-F open and operating in 1966, the pres-




Area Scouts participate in the Gateway Arch
28, 1965.

tapping-out coremony, Oct

sure for new quarters intensified under Coun-
cil President William A. MecDonnell, noted
civie leader, former chairman of Frisco Rail-
road and the First National B:m_k. and past
resident of the U. S. Chamber ol Commeree,
who had replaced Gen. Sverdrup at the he!m
in 1966. The General enjoyed little opportunity
was immediately entrusted with the

for rest: he :
for raising funds for the new head-

respuz-rlsihi]it;,r
quarters facilities.

Late in 1966, the ideal location was !'numj-—
the former Otis Elevator Co. building at 4658
West Pine Blvd., just 10 minutes from both
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downtown and Clayton. If offered 16,000 square
feet of office space, 13,000 feet of warechouse
space, and ample parking—but the cost was
$600,000, with another $60,000 needed for re-
modeling. To a Council just recovering from the
gargantuan efforts of the S-F drive, and with
operating costs on the upswing, it was another
formidable test,

The Council took it in its stride. The very [irs!
Board member approached by Gen. Syerdrup
promptly (and anonymously ) |.!|m|;‘-'~'-“i $250,000.
(Much later, the anonymous donor proved 1o be
Harry B. Mathews, Jr.. of the Mississippi 1.ime

-

Co.). Thirty-two other Board members and their
companies pledged another $400,000. Within a
single week the $§650,000 goal was reached (the
Trust Fund made a $100,000 no-interest loan to
cover pledges to be paid in 1968-69).

On May 26, 1967, the General Douglas ;\L:ac-
Arthur Scout Service Center was dedicated, with

Willicam A. MeDonnell, Council
President, 10p0- 19671909

the general's widow as the guest of h_on::ur. S
\'citing a massive bust of one of Americas gr?at
military commanders. The Friends of Scoutlll‘g.:
dinner five nights later was both a 20th :fllmld
versary celebration for that group of devote

men, and a victory party as well.

lopment of the Ranch,
al Beaumont, and the
r went a long way

A"-"«]l]ih‘niliﬂ]l and deve
continued improvements

1 : < P o]
opening of the Service Cente

T oo Center; Ma)'
The dedication of MueArthur Service Lt‘:;ﬂ i:‘. [".l"rlri.\hrmu-ri. and
Sculptor Walker Hanover, ﬁ':m.".-“nw;t-‘-. -::."& -!”N

Mrs. Douglas MacArthur unveil the Lene

toward cementing the position of the St. Louis
Area Council as the nation’s best—but Scouting
is more than land and bricks and mortar. People
are more important than property. One of Russ
Hart’s key contributions has been the rebuilding
of the Council’s Executive Board. with a broad-
ened base in the community.

He had inherited a strong. activist Board, but
it was aging. Many members had been involved
in Council work since the 1920°s and 1930's.
They had guided the Council through some
stormy seas, and while many were still active
and eager, the interest and energy of others was
ebbing. Hart launched an organized recruiting
program for new leadership blood, ably assisted
by Board members who proselytized their many
associates. Starting with the 23 St. Louis com-
panies listed on the NYSE, Hart added the major
local banks and other St. Louis metropolitan
area businesses, then built up a cross-reference
file, each move developing new leads to men
whose talents Scouting could use.

There were vacancies to fill, for death took an
uncommon toll of veteran Council leaders
during the 1960’s and early 1970’s. Gone during
those years were many of the great names in
Council history — former Council presidents
such as David P. Wohl, Carl H. Holekamp,
Roscoe C. Hobbs, Willard R. Cox, Russell L.

ap, 1967, Left to right.




Dearmont, and Gale F. Johnston . . . and others
who had given so much of themselves to Scout-
ing, men like Clark Hungerford, Sidney Maestre,
Edwin L. Spiegel, Erwin P. Stupp, Preston Estep.
William T. Jones, Marion L. J. Lambert, Harry
B. Mathews, Jr., John B. Mitchell, Richard H.
Amberg, Clarence M. Turley, William L. San-
born, and Arthur K. Atkinson. The latter spent
his last day on earth at the Ranch, attending
ground-breaking ceremonies for a new building
sponsored by the Scottish Rite Foundation, of
which he was president.

Aed

Camp Gamble, fn memory
right, Gen Leif J. Sverdrup,
President Harold E. Thayer; '
5. Jones, chalrman of the dedication commitiee

cking losses, because least
expected, was the sudden death of Theodore P.
Gamble, chairman of the board and president
of Pet Inc., Ted Gamble had become a Board
member only in 1962, but made his presence felt
immediately; he co-chaired the 1963 S-F funds
campaign. He moved up to Council President in

One of the most sho

e F N[ T

qE

.u.f'.ﬂ'wudme R. Gamble, is dedicated June 16, 1070). Lefi 1o
key Board member for cntire Ranch development; Conneil
Morton D. May. Camp Development chairman : and Edioin
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1568. Early in March, 1969, he died suddenly of
an aneurism. Gamble was the first Council Pres-
ident to have been an Eagle Scout; one of the
Council’s ablest young leaders, his loss was
deeply felt.

Former President W. A. McDonnell, who had
preceded him in office, volunteered to complete
his term in office. The third camp at S-F Ranch,
opened in 1970, was named “Camp Gamble” in
his honor, and dedicated by his son, Eagle
Scout Ted R. Gamble, Jr. The new camp’s princi-
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]r:al buildings were dedicated to William _.f\:
I{:DOHHE“ hy hlS own son, SJnfmd B. qdndu‘,
McDonnell, and his grandson, a member of the
camp staf!', William Rammf] McDonnell: 10
']nhn B. Mitchell by gifts from his many friends:
and to Mrs, Adalbert yon Gontard by her hus”
band, Board Member Adalbert von Gontard. The

chapel was a gift of Col. and Mrs. Carl S. Bau-
man; he had long been Scoutmaster of Troop
90 in University City.

As the Old Guard moved on, they were replaced
by new faces, new ideas, new leadership—men
equipped by their success in the competitive
worlds of business and the professions to meet
the many-faceted problems of a new day. The
St. Louis Area Council Executive Board is
today perhaps the strongest and most active in
the U.S. Tts distinguished roster is proofl that
Hart accomplished what he set out to do.

One of the most immediate problems facing Hart
when he became Exccutive in 1959 was a slons
ing of membership growth. It took tlEc Council
13 years lo reach a membership of just 5.000
hn}'»s. That number doubled in the next 11 years,
doubled again in the 13 years before 1948, ill‘lll.‘l
yel again in the nine years to 1957. There it
reached a plateau, however, hov
39,000 and 41,000, And with the
boom children reaching Scouting age
were more boys than ever L0 reach.
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there
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Jack Keith, or Russ Hart—Dave Church in
Chicazo: the late Mel Tudor, in Des Moines;
Tom Mooney, formerly in San Francisco; Dan
Wheateroft in Kansas City: Al Rogers, formerly
in Tampa: Clyde Clark. on the National Coun-
cil staff. Others in executive posts include Ron
Moranville. Gerald Ulrich, Don Smith, Arthur
Baldwin. Charles Pool. Wayne Nelson, Robert
Nichols, Lewis Schwoerke, and others.

One of Hart’s major tasks as Executive has been
recruiting and training his professional staff.
Despite what is still a relatively low pay scale
and a staff load still 30 percent over the national
average, he has been highly successful.

“The reason,” he says, “is leadership at the top
—community participation. Our Executive
Board has always been of such quality, and the
achievements of our Council through the years
so well recognized nationally, that we can attract
and hold the best professionals. Even when a
man leaves for a better-paid post, he finds it
hard to go; there is a rapport between our staff
and our Board and volunteers that you just don’t
find in many other Councils.

“Qur staffers are treated not as employees, but
as equals . . . as friends. And when you work
every day with men like Ted Gamble, Roy Jor-
dan, Gen. Sverdrup, Harold Thayer, Dude Cham-
bers, George H. Capps, William and Sandy
McDonnell and others like them, and share with
them what we've shared, money isn’t everything.
Pride in what we’re doing, and have done, is
the real motivating factor.”

Despite the handicaps, the staff increased to
38 by the time the new Service Center opened
in 1967, and reached a high of 45 in 1970. Today
41 professionals serve the Council's 45,000
Cubs. Scouts, and Explorers, and 16,000 adult
Scouter volunteers.

Staff increases were just one of the factors
which by 1962 had reversed the static member-
ship trend and launched a new period of growth.
The first redistricting of Council territory since
1046, and the innovation of “multiprofessional




man’ districts, produced more efficient use of
available manpower.

Massive population shifts had altered the boy-
density in almost every District since 1946. In
the fall of 1960, the Long-Range Planning Com-
mittee under Chairman William A. McDonnell
developed a redistricting plan that cut the num-
ber of Districts to 12, consolidating some and
splitting others to attain a rough equality in
both boy population and active units.

Each District was served by a District Execu-
tive and from one to three Associate District
Executives. Maximum utilization of profes-
sional time was achieved as the experienced
District Executive worked with his District
Committee and Commissioner staff, as well as
with the units. The associates concentrated on
the District Training, Camping and Activities
Committees, the Cubs and Explorers, and such
activities as Scout Round Tables. It spread the
work and permitted greater concentration of

professional effort.

The multiple-man concept provided on-the-job
training for new staffers, and created a pool of
talent available for promotion. It has enabled
Hart to promote from within his own organiza-
tion. reducing the delay, expense, and loss of
continuity involved in bringing in men from
other Councils. Further District boundary
changes were made in 1969.

As has every Executive before him, l'lart“has
annually fought the “battle of the budget —a
task much complicated since 1969 by galloping
inflation. The proportion of the net budget
by the United Fund of Greater St.
I the Community Chests of Washing-
ton, Mo., and the Twin Cities dropped from 57.6
ercent in 1960 to 52 percent in 1972. The
actual dollar gap between Fund contributions
and total budget widened during the same
pcrimJ from $197,000 to more than $450.000,
Total Council expenditures haw:_;ilmrjsl ll'i[]i[_.:.'_]
since 1960; it passed the $1,515,000 mark in

1974.

provided
Louis anc

Only the Friends of Scouting have made possi-
ble continuation and extension of the Council’s
work. The contribution of these 19,000 sup-
porters have more than tripled since Hart be-
came Scout Executive, reaching a new high of
$406,000 in 1975—not to mention the additional
hundreds of thousands of dollars pledged by in-
dividual Friends of Scouting members to the
two major capital fund drives of the 1960s.

Brightest spot in the financial picture has been
the steady growth of the St. Louis Boy Scout
Trust Fund, which today serves as a solid back-
stop against unexpected drops in income. The
concentrated efforts of Russell E. Gardner, Jr.,
Gen. Leif J. Sverdrup, and the many other Coun-
cil members who have served on the Endow-
menl Fund Committce have powered a Trust
Fund growth from $384,000 in 1960 to approxi-
mately $1,700,000 in 1975. The Fund’s exis-
tence and growth established the Area Council
as a permanently endowed organization, with 4
stable program less influenced than in the pas!
by fluctuations in annual contributions. It is
managed, under a 1963 Trust Agreement, by
Mercantile Bank, St. Louis Union Trust, and
Boatmen’s National Bank.

The Ranch, the new MacArthur Service Cenler,
District reorganization, strengthening of the
professional cadre, improvement of the Coun-
cil’sfinancial position—these were achievements
of the first magnitude. But Scouting in the 1960’
and 1970% has faced (and is f'dvitlu_{) challenges
that Lord Baden-Powell could hardly imagine.
They were and are problems stemming both
from our nation’s vast socioeconomic changes
and from the Scout program itself—a program
fundamentally unchanged during half a century
of world-wide transition, %

Tfi:lt!, the Scout program had been broadened
to include Cubbing and Exploring, but its chiel
al’[’}'ﬂf was still to 8-to-14-year-old boys from
j-\']ll[{.' middle-class or 11[}[}”.‘:-.!;[“ hnnw;- whose
interests were presumed (despite considerable
t‘:vuh-nu.e to the contrary) to be identical with
l_l”"*'-_' ol similar boys of the 1920 and 1930’s.
‘c-"f*"""n"““‘."- Hl'riuljng was not reaching enough

boys i A . ;
¥s in the inner city. It was losing too man)

Cubs who did not advance to Scouting. The Ex-
plorer program was limping. And the heart of
the Scout Movement—the Scout troops of 11-to-
14-year-olds —was failing to attract many boys
whose interests were wider and whose sophisti-
cation was greater than their predecessors. For
them, there were just too many other things to
dothan to become involved in Seouting. .. which
meant they were never exposed to those eternal
values of Scouting which have produced so many

outstanding American citizens.
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hilities as Theodore

d innovative

lo its credit,

approaches. The Council which was the first to
welcome Catholic boys into its ranks, the first
to stage a Scout Circus, the first to experiment
with Cubbing. the first to operate an entire
camp on the patrol method of feeding, the first
to establish an Eagle Scout Association, the
first to develop standard leadership training,
the first to propose a co-ed Explorers’ Camp,
was already seeking solutions to the new prob-
lems before many other Councils realized they
existed.

A rrow, presents the Indian

R. Gamble

Nine years before National Headquarters estab-
lished the Conmtemporary Exploring Program
with its Special Interest Posts, James Lee
Johnston hosted a dinner for top St. Louis
businessmen and asked them to sponsor “spe-
cialty” posts for Area Explorers—in such fields
as energy, chemistry, space science, and other
areas of current interest. Explorer camp activities
were expanded, especially after the Swift Ex-
plorer Base was opened at the Ranch. Head-




Clothing racks and boxes at Council Headquarters are filled with uniforms and equipment
for inner-city Scouts contributed by other Scout units. With Executive Russ Han, loff,

‘is then-Birector of Special Services A rthur Baldwim

quarters staff concentrated increasing time and
effort on upgrading the Explorer program.

Despite local efforts, however, Exploring did
not truly take off until the 1969 introduction of
Contemporary Exploring, with its emphasis on
Special Interest Posts and its move toward in-
creased coeducational activities. In fact, the
proportion of Explorers to total membership
declined as older boys discovered a wider range
of non-Scouting activities in an increasingly
affluent, leisure-oriented society.

The total number of Explorers, though, held
relatively steady at 3,200-3,700. That in itself
was an achievement when many Councils were
reporting an exodus of Explorers from Scouting.

The in-depth Yankelovich study undertaken by
the National Executive Board underscored the
drawbacks of the Explorer program. It showed
sharply declining interest, as boys grow older,
in achievement awards, meetings, wearing of the
uniform, and especially camping and hiking. Tt
<howed increased interest, however, in “learn-
useful things toward a job or making a
* in being with peer groups of both boys
hardly a surprise!), and in “showing

ing
living,’
and girls (
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what you can do on your own.” Scouting got
the message. From it came Contemporary Ex-
ploring, and with it, a 60 percent cxplu'_-‘-i‘un in
the flumber of St. Louis Area Explorers, in-
cluding a significant proportion of girls.

Today St. Louis Exploring serves nearly 6,000
young men and women hetween the ugéz‘- of 14
"-lﬂ_d 20—more than 13 percent of total member-
ship. An up-to-date program designed to meel
the real needs and concerns of today’s young
adults, it is designed to help them find their
Pm‘fe_”t and future roles as individuals in society
and in their future careers; it is an antidote to
alienation.

Thev = :
l;e:, dpﬂrtlmpnle in planned activities directly
related to vocational, social, service, citizen-

ship, .uuldoors, and personal fitness areas of
experience,

Traditional Explnring, represented by General
Ir?!crcsit Posts, parallels Special Interest activ-
l.!_l{"S. [J.auulnly sponsored by a school, church, or
Clvic organization, its “market” is the 14 and 15-
year-olds, l.)ut its program can be as broad as
FIIL' ofta.?n vivid imaginations of its members. It
15 a |Uj..:|l_'il| transition from the |mtrn] and troop
to the S[JE(!iﬂ] Interest Past, [ll‘t.i‘-’illlﬂ[_', a more

varied, richer, more adult experience. The
General Interest Posts are serviced by the regu-
lar District organizations.

The Special Interest Posts, composed primarily
of older boys and girls, are served by a new
Council Division, Exploring Service. with its
own specially-trained prn{essiunuls. Mercantile
Trust’s Board Chairman Donald E. Lasater was
the first head of the Council's new Exploring
Committee. Current chairman is Ben H. Wells,
chiel executive officer of the Seven-Up Co.

Sl_‘ul]lb‘-. T]l!‘
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to these units. The wide-ranging program.
giving young people a real opportunity to “do
their own thing.” is today helping thousands of
young men and women build positive self-
images. and at the same time demonstrating how
to appreciate and work meaningfully within the
American system. )

Another problem was the high proportion of
bovs who did not advance from Cub Pack to
Scout Troop . . . a number that sometimes
exceeded 30 percent. A new national Cub pro-
sram was initiated in 1967, which included
major updating of the Wolf and Bear activities
and expansion of the Webelos program.

All 10-year-olds were eligible to join the ad-
vanced Wehelos group, which emphasizes in-
creased participation of both male volunteers

]‘!Jt'rh'ﬂ#'l'lf

and Cub fathers—at a key point in a boy's life
when development of male sell-identity is of
key Psycholugitrnl importance. Cub, and espe-
cially Webelos, activities became less home-
centered. For the first time Webelos Cubs partic-
ipated in real camping, with the introduction
of Webelos-and-Dad Overnight Camps at Beau-
mont. In 1972, Cub Adventure Day Camps were
inaugurated, and today each District conducts




its own Adventure Day Camp, with more than
5,000 Cubs participating.

More recently, the Council has initiated a Webe-
los annual camp at Beaumont—a complete one-
week camping experience, although not quite
on the Boy Scout level. It is designed as an in-
troduction to camping, and to awaken the boys’
enthusiasm for what is still one of the great
adventures of Scouting. Activities include swim-
ming, hiking, archery, marksmanship, crafts,
and many others through which the Webelos
earn their way through the Advancement Pro-
gram—and it has been enthusiastically received.

The impact of these programs has materially
increased the proportion of Webelos who today
go on to earn their Tenderfoot badge and enter
the wonderful world of Scouting.

Surrounded by his latest generation

22 ! ST e ; ;
as Seoutmaster of Troop 25 al Cote Brilliante Presbyterian Church

The efforts of the Area Council and a virtual
army of dedicated staffers and volunteers to
brine the benefits of Scouting to inner-m‘y boys
I yok in itself—a chronicle of

would make a bc
heartbreak. whose end

alternating triumph and

1 of bovs, Bucky Kelso celebrates his 50th year

The St. Louis Council was one of the nation’s
first to reach out to inner-city youth with a
planned. concentrated effort. Progress was
made during the 1950’s, even if slowly. It is
still one of the Council’s top priority tasks.

The effort has continued in many forms. In
1963, Commissioner (and later Council Presi-
dent) Roy W. Jordan developed a cooperative
plan with the St. Louis Board of Education to
establish Scout units in 10 city schools from
the river to the city limits, and from Chouteau
Avenue north to Natural Bridge. School princi-
pals were asked to provide facilities and to help
recruit leadership. Within a year, seven troops,
one Cub pack, and an Explorer unit were regls-
tered.

The following year inner-city businessmen were

approached and asked to provide the leadership
which has .’Jll\'ﬂ}'h been the major obstacle to
nrga|1izjlip and maintaining units in the “less
l"h:llIL'U'! areas, Prugre:a:-; was “'}IOW* l)tll '[:Iullli'i!
IT'rI[‘.n.ll}{!l“‘zi were cheered when in May. 1964, the
National Urban Relations Committee awarded 2
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Scout Executive. He was 10 seek U-ilil and then
willing and able to I”'”"'ML, leadere t

: axisting
s rants INIGIER o

- o sir paren .
funnel the boys and t;‘l:ll}nlij‘ Baldwin on specid

units. The arrival ol | Headgquarters invigo-
assi : jona ;
assignment from Nati
D
rated the program. f

il Director ©

Counet
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r b ative progf

n.l]tlwm, who late : :
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a Cub and

aimed it first at the Pruitt-Izoe area. His aims
WEere:
« Acceptance of Scouting as part of the
community by Pruitt-Igoe residents.
+ Organization of “natural” boy groups built
around their common interests.

« When individual boys reach an understand-
ing of teamwork and of Scouting ideals,
move them into existing units.

This so-called “satellite group™ approach proved
more elfective than previous efforts, because it
recounized some of the realities of inner-city
life. Baldwin literally started at the beginning,
teaching Pruitt-Igoe residents the rudiments
of inter-aroup cooperation. He helped organize
Tenant Associations in each of the 22 buildings
of the huge complex. On the surface, his activ-
ities seemed to have little to do with Scouting,
but by persuading adults to work together, he
was building the essential base. At the same
time he was also working with the boys them-
celves. As soon as the adult organizations started
to function, they began to sponsor Scout units,

is not yet in sight. T inioh launched a
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with Baldwin himself serving as temporary
Scoutmaster until adult volunteers could be
recruited and trained.

It reversed the normal course of unit formation,
but it worked. Eventually 12 percent of the boys
at Pruitt-Igoe were Scout members—a 31 per-

cent increase.

Baldwin's efforts were reinforced in 1968 when
30 units from throughout the Council area
“adopted” Central City units, working with them
and sharing program ideas—and incidentally
providing some needed cultural cross-fertiliza-
tion. But perhaps the key impetus came when
the Eagle Scout Association was asked to provide
volunteer léadership for 16 Central City units
at camp in the summer of 1968. Thirty-two

Werner Balr q,r_,m, .E.'agl'r' Scout Association {eads an inner-city !mup ol i
“Outreach ™ camping experience. ESA has provided needod loader ship.
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E‘:ﬁiei:ﬁ?ﬁ?dﬂdt qnd many continued to work
needed leaderghr . orealter, providing the
Harold B B Ep for 219 hoys. ESA l’rusificnl
ceived the B.m ¢rg and the “Bald Eagles” re-

€ Big Brother Award of the Year for

their de"'UtJICI
i N to the needs of undcrprivilcgt‘d

The fllae:
he following year, 1969, when Baldwin had

ta r :
l}ltﬂgs‘:{ z:;atll:: :illtl.r}:- Central City program and
than 550 innefr.u‘v" efi a leadership cadre, more
BEﬂumnm and city Seouts attended camp al
and the Ranch. Ten were tapped out

for the Ord

* Urder of the " |

for boys who 4 |]}l: Atron —4a great nq:]]lm-‘cml‘Tf
- *W vears ot # ; e aly

]l[.'i.t]'(l of S“n]-l[il‘,lg / arlier had scarcel

Camp attendance W

as s * L amy
of them ]l)'lh@ made possible {or many

S A
Browing Camp Scholarship I"und.

with grants from the Beaumont, Danforth, and
Springmeyer Foundations and the Motor Car-
riers’ Association. An increasing number of
boys were able to pay all or part of their camp
expenses, another encouraging sign of both
boy and parental interest.

The Council's intense interest in reaching the
“yet-to-reach” was emphasized in a 1970 realign-
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Still another innovative Council program—
sending non-Scout groups to camp to expose
them to the fun and ideals of Scoutina—is
paying dividends today. Under Scouter guidance.
120 of these non-Scouts attended camp in 1971,
and 250 in 1972. Most satisfyingly. three troops
were organized from among the 1971 group.
and attended camp the next year under their
own leadership. The St. Louis Juvenile Court

Right to left are
Jerly, and Harold P. Caldicell

was sufficiently impressed to ask the Couneil
to provide a similar camping experience for 60
“hardcore” juvenile delinquents that summer,
following the regular camping season. From that
apparently intractable group, too, a regular
Scout unit was later organized.

Says Russ Hart: “We must reach as many of
these boys as possible in any way we can. And
once a unit is organized and registered, we must
make sure they receive the same program that
a kid in Webster Groves or anyplace else re-
ceives—a full, comprehensive Scouting

P rngram.

The Council is reaching toward this goal by
roviding back-up leadership and a sufficient
professional cadre so that each man works with
a limited number of units. The Council operates




I
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%

Clutching their notebools, juntor leade
1o Junior Leader Training Canmp.

a uniform exchange which enables boys to out-
fit themselves at minimum cost. In addition,
unit equipment, libraries, etc., are subsidized—
largely through funds granted by the Old News-
boys, the annual fund drive sponsored by the
St. Louis Globe-Democrat and founded by the
late Richard H. Amberg, who was an Executive

Board member.

The same basic problem that has always plagued
development of Scouting in disadvantaged areas
—the shortage of on-the-spot leadership—still
continues to hamper Council efforts. As one
professional put it, “The trouble is, people
don’t stick around. If theyTe interested in

s trudge down an S-F Ranch trail

140

helping ki ) :
ping kids, they’re also interested in bettering
themselves. And if 5 8
T ot nd if they succeed, they move.
lDl;axret unusu.al. in the inner-city Districts,
e ”mo recruit and train unit leaders two or
1 £ - 2 =
on the = d Y:?ﬂr . . . with an obvious elfect
program's continuity and impact.

't];i.rl:(édclhutrlcngu of the “less-chance,” disadvan-
Cji.:s Ozii;}‘l‘:ﬂd{‘i the r_“-‘"l‘{lnﬁihilil}f of the Coun-
—any "]UI'L" ”];10;111‘1111190* has not been solved
schools, churches l-l has been solved by the
tHe B e e f"-rL E”d {,'D.vcrnmunl iteelf. But
aeiiat s TBbor ;:”.(.mnm] has made progress
progress, as all ad l_{ 5. It has I_lLll been 1.-nnuu||

all admit, but not for lack of trying

or paucity of imagination. Hopefully, that devo-
tion, that determination to bring the ideals of
Scouting to all boys, will in time be crowned
with success.

Despite the Council’s preoccupation during the
1960’s with many projects and problems.
normal recruiting and formation of new units
were accelerated. The addition of improved
‘amping  [acilities, a arowth in prol't':l:*il‘l'l-’tl
staff, improvement In all phases of Scouting
programs, the strengthening of the Commis-
sioner staff, and improved Seouter training all
had their effect.
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A major reason. of course, has been the decline
in the number of boys of Cub age, the easiest
to recruit—while the number of boys in the
Explorer age bracket, the most difficult to re-
cruil. has increased. There is little hope today
that “Boypower 7607 will reach its goals when
the nation’s Bicentennial Year opens.

Here in St. Louis, the Council’s Long-Range
Planning Committee optimistically set high
goals—a membership of 66,000, based on an
estimated boy population of 215,000 by 1976,
with 500 new units organized. We know today
that. with a declining birth rate, the 1976 boy
crop will be only 166,000—almost 23 pr:rcez{t
below the forecast. But St. Louis Council mem-
bership has remained above the national average.

There have been many changes in the Seouting
program in recent years. Today hundreds of
St Louis Scouts seek merit badges in such activ-
ities as Electricity, at a Skill Center conducted
by Union Electric Co.; in Space Exploration
under the aegis of McDonnell Douglas: in
Journalism, conducted by the St. Louis Globe-
Democrat; in Animal Husbandry and related
farm activities, which was one of the first Skill
Centers launched by Ralston Purina in 1950.

Tenderfoot is a rank today, and requires earning
a Merit Badge. Boys wear belt loops to signiﬁ-'
new Skill Awards (Irondale campers were wear-
ing belt decorations 45 years ago). Boy leaders
themselves review their comrades’ qualifica-
tions for Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First
Class Awards. There is a multiple choice, a new

assumption of responsibility by the boys, from
Cubs to Explorers.

The multiple choice has not, apparently, dimin-
ished the Scout’s traditional sense of duty:
hundreds of them helped succor victims after
the North County tornado of 1967, and in 1973
thousands more turned out to fill sandbags
and help families driven from their homes by
the record spring floods. -

There have been other changes as well. Today
the Scoutskilshow has replaced the Scout Expo-




One of St. Louis™ First Families™ of Scouting . . . all Silver Beaver holders. Seated left
to right, Dr. Chambless Johnston: Gale F. Johnston; Gale F. Johnston, Jr. whe -
recetved his medal at the 1969 annual meeting; and behind them, Norfleet dohnston

sition. Held in four different locations within
the area—the Armory, Earth City, Washington,
Mo., and Festus-Crystal City—the Scoutskil-
shows have attracted 70,000 to 30,000 I_mnplc
dnnually since their inauguration in 1970, with
25,000 Scouts from 650 or more packs, troops,
and posts demonstrating their skills before
Primarily “hometown™ audiences.

(formerly the

T N a2
The Circus and the Exposition !
the great tradi-

lerit Badge S r]owere 8
lerit Badge Show) v umong ‘ ¥
tions of St. Louis Seouting, but changing popu
i 7 + el
1 patterne. narkine problems, sheer
lion patterns, parking problem and the =
Size of today’s Scout nwmlwrhlnp D‘-'t‘llghlm)l
; - S
made them iIl]]lE‘ilL‘liL‘:lI- Many a former
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and present Scouter miss them, but the new
concept is more effective in displaying Scout
skills to more people and in a more informal
setting.

From 1970 through 1972 the Council President
was Harold E. Thayer, chairman of the board
and president of Mallinckrodt Chemical Works.
In his three-year tenure, he probably saw more
fundamental changes in Scouting than any other
Council chief before him. Most basic was the
introduction in late 1972 of the “Improved
Scouting Program,” and with it, the besinnine
of another new era in the history of St. Luluniz
Scouting.




THE INTRODUCTION OF
IMPROVED SCOUTING

Chapter \I

COUTING CHANGED relatively
little in its first 40 years. It ol-
fered the average boy what he
, wanted, and what he found use-
lul in later life. It was a r-pl.‘t‘iul world, a
“hesman’s™ world perhaps best symbolized by
the clean-cut, clear-eyed Scouts depicted by
Norman Rockwell, Its ideals and virtues were
uncritically accepted by the vast majority of
Americans, ;

S'.”“””a'l proved itsell in depressions, Wirs, and
above all, in producing men destined for leader-
ship, Fifly-two of America’s 69 Astronauts had
Inru*n Hp“'u“' So, in 1074, were 40 Senators and
175 Congressmen. President Gerald S. Ford was
an Eagle Scout, Thousands of men at the top of
U.S. business and the professions were shaped
by Scouting. Over 51 million Americans have
either heen Scouts, served as adult \'ulll"t_'fl'l'f‘-
or hoth, Today, one of every tWO male Americans
has had some sort of Scouting uxpvricnce..lt is a
record unmatched by any other organization in
the world. : :
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momentum in the 1960s, and reached avalanche
e 4 ACa R o )

prn!{trrltun:« in J1¢3 with the introduction of

the “Improved Scouting Program,” a sweeping

revision of Scouting’s program and image .

The :funkclm'irh study, from which developed
the Contemporary Exploring program in 1969
produced a spate of soul-searching at hntl;
National and local Council levels. The weak-
nesses it revealed were too serious to be 'u_:nor::d
An organization which had served its II{HLiOI] t'm:
60 years with pride and distinction found itself
out of tune with the times. Perhaps TIME I‘vlc;trﬁ-
zine put it most succinetly, if not t‘}'nicuﬁy
when it wrote, “The phrase ‘Boy Scout’ stili
evokes vignettes of white suburban striplings
rubbing sticks together in the church |)ascnu:nt:‘:'

It was clear that Scouting must broaden both
its appeal and its relevance to today’s youth
The new program was announced in 1972 after
three years of study and research by the National
Boy Scouting Committee. Basic aim of the Iro-
aram was to make the Scouting experience ut re
closely related to the situations most boys :nr]l]

shs el the inclusion of
rsore introduced
wisarship



face in adult life, and to renew Scouting’s historic
function as the seedbed of U.S. leadership.

“It is the purpose of the BSA,” declared the
National Executive Board, “to provide for boys
an effective program designed to build desirable
traits of character, to train them in the responsi-
bilities of participating citizenship. and to
develop in them personal fitness, thus to help in
the development of American citizens who—

+ are mentally, physically, and emotionally fit.

» have a high degree of self-reliance as evi-
denced in such qualities as initiative,
courage, and resourcefulness.

= have personal and stable values firmly based
on religious conceplts.

» understand the principles of the American
social,economic, and governmental systems.

» are knowledgeable about and take part in
their American heritage. and understand
America’s role in the world.

* have a keen respect for the basic rights of
all people.

» and are prepared to fulfill the varied respon-
sibilities of participating in, and giving
leadership to, American society and in the
forums of the world.

Some of the changes were, to be sure, more
cosmetic than substantive. The movement is
now called “Seouting.” not “Boy Scouting,” and
the members are “Secouts,” not “Boy Scouts.”
The new 1972 Handbook is the “Scout Hand-
book.” and among its opening lines is “*Man,
Scouting is a ball!” Handbook illustrations are

meticulously biracial.

The language is simplified. It recognizes not
only the problems of tobacco and aleohol, but
also of drugs and their abuse. It faces contem-
porary issues such as air and water pollution,
the pressures that tear families apart, am! some
of the everyday problems of simple survival in
the urban jungle. For instance, it nol rm.ly dis-
cusses snakebite and what to do about it, but
also the bite of slum rats.
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The Improved Program, which became fully
effective Dec. 31, 1973, recognizes the need for
change...and the changes go deep. It left
untouched the bedrock principles of Scouting—
the Scout Oath or Promise, the 12 points of the
Scout Law. Scouting remains an adventurous
program with emphasis on the outdoors, but is
more oriented to the needs of youth in what
has become an urban, industrialized society —
a world apart from that of 1910,

“Personal growth and development™ are the keys
of the Improved Scouting Program. Its framers
felt that the old program was too restrictive, too
authoritarian—and the new program provides
boys with greatly broadened opportunities for
personal participation in decision-making.
Tﬂdﬂy's Seout trunp isa parlil:iputury dt:mf;r:rm:y.

l'he fundamenta) revisions include:

* A new pattern for Scout advancement, with
many options, broadened to meet the needs
and interests of boys wherever they may
live. Retaining much of the former Advance-
ment program, the new one adds elements
that provide for citizenship experience, and
%nr skills related to today’s society as
It exists,

* There is great emphasis on *boy involve-
ment,” with helping Scouts learn how (o
evaluate their own strengths and interests,
and to make decisions that will instill a
sense of responsibility for their own growth
and development, This is particularly re-
ﬂecl‘ed in the “personal arowth ﬂgrcc-mcnl
conference” which each Scout has with his

Ccoutmaster as gn integral part of his
progress,

* Establishment of g pey « Leadership Corps”
of lf.l and 15-year-old Scouts. Its primary ob-
J_t‘-t‘_[l\'t: is to complete the training of boys
in IL‘ililﬂl'fillip competencies,” and to enable

older boys to practice these skills by helping

f}ff““#"{f boys 10 grow in .‘ﬁ'ruul-inp. The
<0rps is designed 1o give older Seouts ad-

-

well as leader

Today s Seoutmaster o friend and counselor as
: hemselees,

aled preyre leadership is entrusted to the Scouts §

vanced Lraining in leadership, grgaler‘ :1}}.1!r:-
tunities for troop and L'mmmuutj.'l b:‘r:]l:i;
and greater comradeship with lm)in.:}-vit:m
own age in both social and troop activities.

: T
W  1roop
* Increased responsibility for the

reased resp ely the Patrol

Leaders’ Council (forme
Leaders’ Council ).

The Troop Leaders’ Council takes an “;;lllr\.:_
role in troop operations und_1 ;uiutnll;l“;h:r
tion; with guidance from ,thc i.wutllln" ;|:<m[:
it actually plans and carries oul aress of
program. It also reviews the I)mr]' Class
Seouts toward Tenderfool, Seconc [lm
and First Class status (the Troop Committce
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continues to review for Star and Life
Progress Awards).

* Approval of team sports on an informal
basis, and as a natural part of troop activi-
ties. The key word is “informal.” The
emphasis is on fun rather than winning
hence does not involve membership in Little
Leagues, provision of playing fields, or rigid
schedules or training—but does recognize
the desire of boys to take part in team s]:urtq
which received too little emphasis in tl{t:
traditional program.

The greatest area of change has been in the
. e '). . + ;
Advancement Program, Recognizing that the



Patrol food distribution at S-F Ranch. St. Lonis
ploncered patrol freding al Irondeale

skills a boy learns are not an end in themselves,
but the means to an end, optional skill require-
ments are added. A boy plans his own route
through Scouting, choosing what and when he
will learn. With a variety of Skill Awards offered,
with earlier recognition of achievement, with
flexibility in program selection, and with earlier
involvement in the Merit Badge plan, the new
Advancement Program aims at making Scouting
more attractive and meaningful, and al
encouraging advancement toward Eagle.

The Skill Awards are a combination of Scouting,
citizenship, and IH_"I'!-U!]:!I skills—the funda-
mentals a Seout needs to enjoy the program and
to motivate continued participation. In effee

they introduce the boy to the Merit Badge pro-

gram, combining former Second and First Class
'-“]“”5 plu:i many new ones. The Skill ':lit’mn‘ir?r
E"']Uflc (‘i.”m""_ihip' Camping, Commun .Il'illTi:l'lﬂh.
]?:::,I-Imu n.n:,u Ll,vi”.""" Conservation, Cooking.
I;h"l:z:.’"lllmfffil‘lll,.I':lmlly Li‘k'ing, First Aid, Hiking,
of accom |"]m‘h‘.h d-l?llr bw"m”i"aﬂ- Recognition

phishment is immediate. represented by
tl}c new square belt loop, and may be e
alter demonstration to the 5:~nLJ|lm;:ah-r. his

assistants, a patre
s Lmt*-_. u_‘pqlml leader, or a member of the
Leadership Corps,
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that interests a boy, and helps him discover
talents in such varied fields as Scouteraft: wood-
craft; vocational, avocational, and cultural pur-
suits; and public service.

In summary, Skill Awards are designed to pro-
vide earlier recognition, to motivate, to provide
essential skills for everyday living, for participa-
tion in Scouting activities, and to open options.
The Merit Badges are designed to help a boy dis-
cover his abilities and future hobbies and voca-
tion. They encourage him to become more
proficient in service and physical fitness.

As part of the revised Advancement require-
ments, it now takes a minimum of 24 months’
service and tenure for a Scout to achieve Eagle
status. Personal growth agreements and progress
reviews accompany each step toward Eagle.

Also revised was the basic patrol operation. It
now stresses increased boy involvement in plan-
ning and decision-making, and instills the ele-
ments of teamwork. Patrol membership has been
broadened from the traditional neighborhood
nucleus to include boys with common associa-

L

f! :I'Ii'JJrul'r!- |1 Jiﬂ‘(' \Jl'uf HH‘
Jn.-mru-u."‘fm:_af.r;-.ru in a St Louts hosy

fterest s in medicine gel seme
iital falorertory

tions and interests, whether in school, church,
or elsewhere. Patrols can invite boys to join—
an effective recruiting device. They elect their
own patrol leaders and plan and carry out their
activities with a minimum of adult counsel.

ﬁ.ﬂ-‘iﬁ!ﬂf N .I-."f'.!r-'m.'.m H, Seonil
Commissioner, 1971,

As might be expected, the role of the Scout-
master has changed significantly in the Improved
Scouting Program. He js less a leader and more a
counselor. ..less an authoritarian figure and
more a friend. He works most closely with the
Senior Patrol Leader. upon whose shoulders Lo-
day fall the responsibilities for running the
troop meeting, planning the agenda, appointing

'L'.r'"”'" working at the MeDonnell Douglas Skill
Center se a Phantom fet flehter take shape

. ;

conits study the Globe-Democra
v fn s ,”an 16074

{ Hensronent
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Explorers, parachutes and all, get a ride
in an Air Force transport.

Law enforcement I attother uron -

A road rally is one of the many excling aetfvities .
f‘.lpfunu ‘.l””’l'.""! interesy

found fn Conterpurary Exploring.

: J s ot forgolfen

troop officers, and seeing that they perform. The
relation between the two is that of coach and
quarterback.

Today it is less important that the Scoutmaster
has outdoor skills (although more than ever
have earned their Wood Badge) than that he
have the techniques and rapport with boys
which make him an effective counselor. He does
more listening than talking.

Training methods were updated, using newly-
‘11“»’=!1|1}_wa, sophisticated audio-visual aids. '_llw
new methods are being used not only to orient
newly-recruited unit leaders but also for the
re-education of present Scoutmasters, troop

commissioners, and other interested Scouters.

port that

It would, of course, be gratifying to re
adoption of the [mproved Scouting i‘r‘ugrmn has
effectively solved most of Scouting’s current
problems, and has been universally awvvplml: “r
that the theory has been ]lru\.'ml in practice.
But like most theoretical solutions, the pro-
Bram has developed some unexpe

cted bugs.
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Psychologists. sociologists, and urban specialists
developed a program which, as one St. Louis
Scouter put it, “sounded good and read good,”
but which has not always worked out in the field.

The Boy Scouts of America is not a monolithic
organization. Each Area Council is virtually
autonomous. The St. Louis Area Council, like
others, adopted the Improved Program whole-
heartedly in 1972-73—but by mid-1974
concluded that while most of the program is
excellent, parts of it just won’t work under field
conditions. It has been a big step toward meeting
the challenges of the 1970°s and 1980’s, but it is
not the only step nor the last one.

One of the areas in which the program did not
prove out was in adult training, which was sup-
posed to develop “competencies™ and discover
incompetencies in newly-recruited Scouters. In
practice, the informal “learner-oriented” train-
ing sessions envisaged by the program proved
impractical. As a result, the St. Louis Council
has combined the more effective parts of the
new training techniques with its own proved




methods. It has reestablished its own Training
Troop operation, developed here 13 years ago
and later made the basis for the National train-
ing program. It brings together new and old
Scouters in a group situation where, as Russ Hart
puts it, “we can have a little fun and develop
the spirit which is so important when you're
working in harness with other people.”

Veteran Scouters agree wholeheartedly with the
reversion to the Training Troop method. They
feel that the seven sessions, ending with the
overnight camping experience, effectively trains
them in the skills they need. Formed into patrols,
the Training Troop uses many of the new audio-
visual techniques developed by the National
Council, and the coach-counselor approach
which was the basis of the Improved Program
will be used when individually appropriate.

One of the most serious problems in the Im-
proved Scouting Program, in the opinion of
many St. Louis Scouters, is the dramatic change
in the role of the Scoutmaster. Well-meant as
it was. the switch from teacher-and-leader to
coach-and-counselor has not been an easy one
for many Scouters. Not all have successfully
made the transition, but all have tried hard, and
in time the new type of Scoutmaster will
be the accepted norm...with some practical

adaptations.

The Jole D, Wright L oddge at Canyp May, : -
SOTVOS (18 COmp eliviinge hall fn summer, i fraining feacility i winter

Hoaumont Scant Reservation

Nor has the “personal growth conference,”
theoretically one of the keys to greater hoy
involvement, proved an unmixed success. In
many cases, most particularly with older boys,
it has been most fruitful, and helpful to the
Scout’s progress. But often a quiet word in the

Harold I ??ih‘_\i r. Counell
President, 10701072

natural atmosphere of a troop meeling . . .
“Jimmy, what would you think about doing
this?” or, “Billy, maybe you ought to do that,”
. - is more effective. Not every | l-year-old boy
is psychologically prepared to sit down in a
formal confrontation with his Scoutmaster.

I'wo other innovations in the Advancement pro-
gram—the Merit Badge requirement for Tender-

The Eagle Seout Association marks its 25th anniversary i 1972, From
I’l'ﬂ. f.r:il J”\. ,n" Follmar, Courie lrjirf\F Ju".\.l'lfg'l'lﬂ'. ( ”“,.” l’t!l'lrm:!l. W,
Conedd professional who helped found the group: A “f'- (Mtke) Cundiff,
first prostdond; and Zane €) .k.',.””,,-._ i sident in 1972
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o Fugle Seout Thomas Curtis, et _J"Il'}r;h'.n the
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Fugle Award to Bertran Tremayne il Georg

Curtis. Mis, Tremayne, and Mys, Capps an

vt their hasbands ' lefi



foot and the relaxation of standards for Eagle . . .
are not overly popular with St. Louis Area
Scouters. Indeed, the first may soon be dropped.
The optional route to Eagle, many feel, dilutes
the prestige of Eagle status. Eagle Scouts are,
after all, the elite of the movement; they “got
there the hard way.” To reach Eagle without
passing some of the traditional requirements . . .
an example is the Eagle’s ability to demonstrate
his physical fitness ... is to many a backward
rather than a forward step. It still takes dogged
determination to make Eagle, but some of the
glamour has been diminished.

Introduction of the new Skill Awards and Merit
Badges with immediate relevance to everyday
living has met with general approval, and have
undoubtedly helped increase the appeal of
Scouting to inner-city boys. They have opened
new avenues to all Scouts, in fact, and are

ﬂ ,' : N ".’;
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The first man to walk on the moon was an Eagle Seant .
.

Astronaut Neil A. Armstrong, shown here adilressing the

1973 Annual Council meeling.

achieving their goal of making Scouting more
responsive to the demands and realities of today’s
complex, urbanized society. The result has been
both an increase in boy motivation, and a
heightened awareness of the life-style and prob-
lems of groups other than your own.

There have, of course, been some surprises. In
the first two years of the new program, lewer
boys than ux])évtcrl went out for the Skill Awards,
and more for the Merit Badges. The traditional
Merit Badges such as swimming, life-saving,
11!1I‘Hlflllill1‘-lli|‘r. boating, ete., Prm-cd to have as
much value to today's boy as to his predecessors.

Improved Scouting has been a comprehensive,
sincere effort to fit the program to the Im‘_\.
rather than fit the boy to the program. Yet in
that fundamental thrust lies some ol its now-
apparent weaknesses. In adjusting Hrt‘mtin‘u lo
some of the evident needs of today's youth,

there has been—at least in the opinion of many
Scouters—a dilution of Scouting’s basic pur-
pose, the enrichment of youth through the ideals
and spirit of Scouting. Unless Scouting achieves
something more than the mere teaching of
skills. unless it achieves something wholesome
and good in directing (or redirecting) the life of
a boy, it loses much of its justification.

The happy blending of these two approaches—
the training of a boy to live effectively and
productively in today’s world, and at the same
time to imbue him with the traditional ideals
of America and of Scouting—is certainly one
of the great challenges of the future.

Does Scouting really hold as much promise for
the America of tomorrow as it did for the America
of yesterday? In the final chapter of this defini-
tive history of the St. Louis Area Council. Boy
Scouts of America, we shall look at the future.
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SCOUTING TOMORROW —
WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD?

Chapter \II

EVER HAS AMERICA NEEDED
Scouting so much as it does toda)
and in the future.”—Russell ).
Hart. Scout Executive, St. Louis
Area Council, Boy Scouts of America.

Our nation is undergoing a crisis of conlidence
unprecedented in our 200-year history —confi-
dence in our leaders, our cconomy, our system,
and perhaps most critical, in the very values
which made America great. Many Americans are
he answers are not always
inter of
to

uski"}: questions, and
sutisfuctory, We are, it appears, in aw
discontent, The calls for unity and sacrifice,
onded, are answ ered

Which past generations resp
o climate of *What's

by complaints and a pervasiv
n it for me?”

girls—are grow-

oo many American hoys—and
to the morals

Ing up without effective exposure
and ethics of our Judaeo-Christian heritage. In
some families, the child is conditioned to instant
gratification of his every whim; in others, the
mere struggle to survive ‘makes ethical hl-sllldill‘llh
at best irrelevant. Patriotism, the love of liberty,
the “‘it]ingm-ﬁh to share, to aceept l"l_"&-']]tli‘lhlhill‘
ties, to work for what you wam[—llu,‘st' were
once automatically inculcated in the home, the
church, the school. They still are—in some

homes, some churches, some schools.

But too often today, the home is & place where
: s mily is rarely joined
| woings, of briel

eeps, where the |

together, a place of comings anc
.rs. Church and syna-

{ their influence, and
| reform than

[||.t‘ l|“\ q

and impersonal encountt

gogue have lost mueh ©

often seem more interested in socld
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in the Ten Commandments (which Russ Hart
calls “the book of instructions for li!b".].- With
some ﬂl.l[t-li!.“l“ll".‘. c.\'ccplinn:». |11:111\"0f our
schools have become mere storase bins that
“keep the kids off the street,” or S0 -:-urct:r.
oriented that ethical values are all but ienored

Boys vitally need male images— heroes, if vo

like—as they grope for their own svlf-“i:.ir:nt.it ]:l
The Iuth‘vr‘_thc breadwinner and family head \
the boy’s first hero. He is followed lzncvitl-tilln:
by the tribal or national hero—the D‘l; ‘*}I
Boones, Davy Crocketts, Georee Wuq]:inr:t:u-
Abraham Lincolns, Charles Litndln.*rwhht; ‘I'l::’:
are the men upon whom the \'nu't—h”uf )-:{
senerations patterned their own lives. attit Il"-

and goals. e R

Today in many homes, whether in the inner city
or the suburb, there is no father—or One. Be
AL ] . € So
shadowy as to serve as no image at all. Divorce
‘]m! the “pressure of business” as much as wel
!;m- “'If"" have helped to make American lmnﬁw.
increasingly matriarchal in structure. And in l‘
- - v - TS0 1 S =
era when patriotism has been called a “dir
word,” and hi is i e
vord,” 4 nd history is ignored by a “now” genera
4 - a . = o =
tion, '.\.h.nrv then is the all-important male im
instinctively sought by every hay?

age

Often enough it’s the street hustler. or the
athlete with a multi-million-dollar run.tr‘l ' Iu
the absence of other viable images, the “h‘ ~(|- » 'lT
the “guy who’s got it made.” Or ullt.'rn*:l"f'lb
the rebels, the drop-outs. the |\;[\'-~;1l\"l\l"l &

s * r 1 ¥ . (] . l“-‘. t‘.
everything for which America has stood

Instinctively, too, the boy seeks the pr
ship ¢ ANDIOV: o ER ' acde-
ship and approval of his own peer-group. Wit]

group. With
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The traditional outdoor activities of Scouting . . - such as making
fire with Mint and steel . . stdl retatn their universal appeal

the slackening of parcntal, church, and school
control and guidance, the peer-group he selects
is not always the one that is best for him.

. P

Is Scouting needed ? Never has it been so needed!

For millions of boys, Scouting is supplying the
strength, the discipline, the skfli_:s, lht'- wisdom
and the worthwhile r'nm;'uuuor_n-lnp they
no longer find in the traditional trinity IIJf Ilfmllt:.,.
church or synagogue, and school. Scouting takes
them !'rmn‘tht'_' Jmpirrarmul classroom and the
vicarious world of the TV tube, and exposes
them to an exciting new experience. It assures
them comradeship with a group whose ideals
and values they will need as responsible adult

citizens. and that the country needs in its future

leaders.
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On my honor

Iwill do my best

to do my duty to God
and my country and
To obey the Scout Law:
1o help other people
at all times;

To keep myself
Physically strong,
Mentally awalke, and
Morally straight,

And through Scouting the
haps for the first time,
whom he can admire an

boy is exposed, per-
to men and young men
: d respect withoul reser-
vation—men who are not there to “make it,"

but to serve others, 1o share, to guide along the

right path. The Secoutmaster, his assistants. the

Leadership Corps, the Explorers— these are the

kinds of male images with whom a boy wants to
identify, wants to emulate.

“Scouting,” says Russ Hart, “presents the very
best vehicle I know by which one generation
may pass on its skills, wisdom, and values to the
succeeding generation.”

Is Scouting needed? Fifty million former Scouls
answer, “More than ever!” Millions more in the

trying years ahead will look back and Sy, Il

a

it hadn't been for Scouting . . .

In the future, as in the past, St. Louis Scouting

-~

will face a myriad of challenges. Lurrvu.tl}‘.
membership is declining as the boy I“‘l“{l“"“"
itsell drops. The number of eligible boys in the
Council territory is estimated at only 166,000,
well down from the more-than-200,000 pl'l‘tiit‘if-‘d
a few years ago. There is more competition .I”r
youth interest than ever before . . . not all of it,
to be sure, welcome to concerned parents. The
upsurge of family camping has already .'ll]c{r'ivd
the number of boys who go to Scout camp. [he

When a foller nevds a friend. he fluds one at Camp Vay and

he friond is even willing to share a cone,

transition to Improved Scouting will be neither
as rapid nor as productive as its advocates hoped.

But the St. Louis Council has met and mastered
many challenges since 1911. It will meet and
master those ahead. By 1980, it is expected that
the downward trend of Scout-age boys will be
reversed as the children of the 1950's guide their
own children into the ranks of Scouting; there
will be fewer children per family, but more fami-
lies. The Council will find ways to blend the best
of traditional and Improved Scouting, the better
to serve our youth. The appeal of Scouting will
be broadened until there is room under its
sturdy roof for every boy from'Cub to Explorer
age, wherever he may live.

The Council itself can be expected to widen its
scope, serving smaller and less affluent and
experienced Councils in outstate Missouri and
[llinois . . . helping train their leaders (such as
operating Wood Badge courses, already being
done for 20 other Councils), even opening S-F
to Councils who cannot afford adequate camping




facilities. There may be a move toward greater
specialization of volunteers, making maximum
use of their special talents and interests.

Financial stringencies will undoubtedly continue
to harass the Council, today a $1,500,000 opera-
tion, but they will be overcome as they always
have, by the dedicated efforts of people who give
of their dollars as they do of their time.

Scouting in St. Louis reached the top, and stayed
there, as much because of the quality of its adult
volunteers as for any other reason. These have
been men and women who, lhrnugl: the years,
have given of themselves unstintingly. From
Scoutmasters to Executive Board members, they
have been busy people, with many business and
family responsibilities, yet who have found the
time to devote long hours to the advancement of
the Scout movement and the enrichment ol
young lives.

As the nation moves into its Bicentennial Year,
and St. Louis Scouting into its 66th year of

i
-

SCoUT ASSOCINYSS,

service, the caliber of its volunteers. men and
women. has never been higher. Typical is
Maurice R. “Dude™ Chambers, who on January
23, 1975, at the Annual Meeting at the Chase-
Park Plaza Hotel, succeeded Roy W. Jordan as

Maurice Bt Chumbers, Council
Prestdent, 1975.

president of the St. Louis Area Council, Chair-
man of the board and chief executive officer of
Interco, Ine., he has been a Board member since
1964, and has served as chairman of (e Camping

n

Committee and of the Executive Board of the
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Jearts of Seouds and Scoulders

The spirit of Scouting lives on the ship of the Great delvemture

e renetoed, ever stronger, in the conraide
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I'riends of Scouting. He was awilt
Beaver in 1974. Continuing his
record of distinguished service 10
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Scout Commissioner.
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in the values of America, who art
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sacrifice that their sons and sons of others learn
those values and live by them—are the strong,
hard core ol Scouling in our community.

Unsung, unheralded, in their hands is the future
of our sons and our country. As always in the
past, they will respond . . . and to future genera-
tions of Scouts, they will prove that, “Scoutine
today is a lot more than you think.” g

On the eve of America's Bicentennial celebra-
tion, this book is a salute to these Scouters. to
those who went before them. and ta those who
will follow them—to the men and women who
have devoted so much o a proud nation. Their

spirit is truly "The Spirit of Scouting 76!



APPENDICES

THE ROSTER OF HONOR 1911-1975
ST. LOUIS AREA COUNCIL. BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Council Presidents Few if any U.S. Councils, BSA, have compiled a
Council Commissioners history as comprehensive and definitive as this
Council Board Members record of the St. Louis Area Council. In it are
Scout Executives recounted the names and deeds of hundreds of men
Silver Buffalo Recipiem‘s and women who, over the past 65 vears, have made
Silver A ntelope Recipients significant contributions to Scouting. And in

Silver Beaver Recipients these following pages. our Roster of Honor, are
Silver Fawn Recipients the names of many more, those who have held
Lodge Chiefs, Order of the Arrow positions of leadership or whose efforts were

Presidents, Eagle Scout Association  recognized by Scouting’s highest awards.

Yet these are but the few. For every name recorded here, there are hundreds unrecorded. . . Scout-
masters, Assistant Scoutmasters, Den Mothers, Cubmasters, District and Neighborhood Commissioners,
Merit Badge counselors, Explorer Post advisors, camp staff members . .. the thousands of men and
women whose devotion has been rewarded only by the satisfaction of a job well done, and the gratitude
of the boys they guided along the Scout Trail. Without their fie\'otiun. lh&l!’ faith, there would be no
- d thousands of boys would be the poorer for it. We only wish that all of their names

Scouting . . . and
: as they are in the hearts of the boys whose lives they have enriched.

could be emblazoned here,

as Council records could make them. The St. Louis Area Council

The following lists are as accurate
Lo have been omitted, misspelled, or misplaced.

apologizes to anyone whose name may

SCOUT EXECUTIVES COUNCIL COMMISSIONERS
Henry C. Thompson

YEAR  COUNCIL PRESIDENTS
1911 Judge Daniel G. Taylor

1912
1013 » Major H. H. Simmons
1914 ” "
1915 Charles Nagel A
1916 " "
1917 Allen C. Orrick ol
1918 H. Howard L
ol Clarence : oV G E~Th0mpsnn
1 = "
159}2{1] e Earle W. Beckmann i
1029 = " Col. H. D. McBride
1923 G- " %
192‘1- L ” "
1925 e » "
1926 " " "
1927 ” 5 %
lL}EH i L1 "
1920 s " "
1930 3 » "
194 | " " "
1932 Fugene D. Nims - »
| s

165



YEAR
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942

1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961

1962
1063
1964
1965
1966
1967

1968
1969
1970
1971

1972
1973
1974
1975

1976

COUNCIL PRESIDENTS

bal
"
L]

LE]

Gale F. Johnston

”

"

Carl H. Holekamp
Russell E. Gardner, Jr.

”

-

Col. Jos. E. Vollmar
Roscoe C. Hobbs

Victor E. Cooley

David P, Wohl
Willard R. Cox

W. B. McMillan

Edwin M. Clark
Russell L. Dearmont

Gen. Leif J. Sverdrup

%

William A. MecDonnell
Theodore R. Gamble
William A. MeDonnell
Harold E. Thayer

Roy W. Jordan

M. R. Chambers

SCOUT EXECUTIVES COUNCIL COMMISSIONERS

John D. Wright
Jack J. Keith

Albert W, Lantz

”
1"
"

”

an
"
”

L]

Russell J. Hart Roy W. Jordan

"
"

11

Russel L, Savage

Sanford N MeDonnell
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Agnew, Frank E., Jr.
Allen, Dr. Duff
Allers, G. V,

Alston, Angus S.
Amberg, Richard H.
Anderson, Dr. Homer
Anselm, Thos, A. J.
Armbruster, John H.
Atkinson, Arthur K.

Baer, Arthur B.
Baer, J, Arthur, 11
Baggerman, Wi, I,
Bu!ll!y, Louis C,
Baine, John C.
Baker, James L.
Bakewell, Paul, Jr.
Bu]llwiu, L. W.
Baldwin, Richard
Bamby rg, Harold B.
Barnes, T, Ellis
Barnes, Zane E.
Burnhurl. Cleo V.
Barton, R, K., Ir
Bartram, S, G,
Baue, Arthur
Bauman, G. Duncan

Buffu, Hur\'uy A AL

Bcl]cwillc, HLC:
Bely, Robert H.
Ben netsen, W. J.
“erger, ], Torrey
Berrg, Paul M.
Berry, John H.
Billu:rn. Edw. W.
Birge I, N.
BisrhnI'. Milton J., Jr.
Bittwer, 1, 0. I,
Blayy Charles H.

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS—1911-1975

Bleibtreu, Paul C.
Bliss, Wyllys K.

Bock. Edward J.
Borgelt, Pershing
Boswell, Charles W.
Bowditch, H;.lr\'r.‘_\ R.
Brandin, Donald N.
Branning, L. J.
Branom, Robert H.. Sr.

Brantley, Maj. Charles V.

Braun, William E.
Brereton. H. A.

B roo kl"t'\. D I. Tllt‘ullnro_
Brown, Charles I.
Brown, Foster H.
Brown, George W.
Brown, Paul W.
Brown, Robert 1.
Bruere, Theodore 0}
Brumm, Jos. D.
Brunette, Harold T.
Bryant, Donald Ll
Bll.l‘klll_‘l‘. John D.
Buhl, M. T.

Burbach, George M.
Burgess, Allen H.
Burke, Gaylord G
Bury, Leo H.

Bu:‘-:?h. August A, I11
Busch, Augusl A.,Jr

Calhoun, David R., Ir.

Camp, Georse L
Cann, William .
Cannady, A R.
Cappss George H.
Carroll, Michael J.
Casey, John P _‘
Catlin, Edward F.
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Chambers, M. R.
Charak. Jean B.
Childress, Wade T.
Chinn, Armstrong
Claggett, Charles E.
Clark, Edwin M.
Clark. R. Vernon
Clarke, Allen W.
Clarke, Walter

Cole, Arnold H.
Cole, Gene A.
Coleman, R. C.
Collins, Richard ]., Jr.
Collins, Thomas R.
Collins, Thomas R., Jr.
Connelly, James L.
Connelly, Tom J.
Connett, William C.
Cook, James F.
Cooley, Victor E.
Copanas, Franklin W.
Cosby, Charles E.
Cox, Willard R.
Cramblet, Wilbur H.
Crecelius, Edgar P.
Crusius, Wm., Sr.
Cunlifl, Albert E.
Cunlift, Nelson
Curlee, Col. F. M.
Curry, John M.
Curtis, Chester B.
Cushing, Jos. W,

Danforth, Donald, Jr.
Danforth, W. H., Dr.
Danlorth, William H.
Davis, Harry E., JIr.
Davis, Wm. L., Jr.
Day, H. Douglas
Deacon, A, R.



Dearmont, Russell L.

Deneke, Wesley A.
Dille, Earl K.

Docter, Will

Donnell, Ben P.
Dougherty, Charles J.
Douglas, Donald W., Jr.
Dyer, George L.
Dysart, Thomas N.

Eberle, A. G.
Eberle, Dean A. D.
Eckelkamp, Louis B.

Eckelkamp, Louis B., Jr.

Edgar, Robert L.

Edwards, William L., Jr.

Effrein, Donald S.
Ehrhardt, Willis
Eigel, George
Ervin, John B.
Essmyer, Jesse D.
Estep, Preston

Farrell, Wm. R.
Feltmann, John H.
Fernandez, Dr. Louis
Fistere, Joseph
Fleishman, Alfred
Fournie, Robert G.
Fox, Gordon D.

Fox, John
Franciscus, Jolin
Frank, Harry A.
Frederick, Charles R.
Fritschle, Parker W.

Gable, L. John
Gaddy, Robert )

Gaertner, Judge Gary M.

Gamble, Theodore R.
Gamp, George L.
Gardner, Russell E., Jr.
Gates, Clifton W.
Geiser, Lee W.
Gerling, H.J.

Gessel, Gardner B.
Gessley, Norman
Gibson, Walter S.. DDS
Gilliland, J. E.
Gilster, August E.
Goeke, A. E.
Goldman, Alvin D.
Goodson, Richard A.
Gray, W. Ashley, Jr.
Grayson, Richard C.
Griesedieck, Joseph
Griffin, Dustin H.
Griffin, W. L. H.
Gross, Sol W.
Grossman, Jack

Gruer, Albert W., Jr.

Guthrie, David B.
Guthrie, William M.

Haake, James F.
Hager, Louis A., Jr.
Haizlip, C. G.
Hamilton, Aubrey B.
Hamilton, Laddie
Hammar, Frank V.
Hanpeter, Armin F.
Hansen, Ralph M.
Harlan, W. M., Jr.
Harrington, Harry F.
Harrison, William H.
Harsh, George

Hart, Edward S.
Hartmann, Chas. [.
Hartmann, Moses
Hartmann, Ralph
Hasek, Otto

Haslam, Lewis S.
Haven, Granville J,
Head, Walter W.
Heffern, Sam
Hellwege, J. Philip
Heyman, Louis H.
Hickey, Philip J.
Hobbs, Roscoe C.
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Hodgdon, Sam D.

Hoester, Judge Robert G. J.

Hoffman, Reyburn P.
Hoffmeister, Harold M.
Holbrook, Harry S.
Holekamp, Carl H.
Holekamp, Carl H., Jr.
Holtcamp, Charles W.
Holthaus, August J.
Honig, Louis 0.
Hooper, A. L.
Hopkins, David
Howard, Clarence H.,
Howard, Clarence H., Jr.
Howe, ], H.

Huff, Morton L.
Hungerford, Clark
Hunter, Lee

Hurt, James E,, Jr.
Hutchinson, W. C.,
Hyland, Robert

[zoe, William
Iverson, R. W,

Jenks, Downing B.
Jennings, Harry L.
Johnson, J. L.
Johnston, Gale F.
Jones, Edwin S.
Jones, Elmer A.
Jones, William T.
Jordan, Roy W.
Judah, P. W.
Judd, Donald

Katt, William J.
Kaufmann, Aloys P.
Keeler, Henry G., Jr.
Keller, Albert M.
Kelley, Wm. N,
Kessler, Richard L.
Key, Francis S., Jr.
Kiefer, William

Kimme, William

Klingenhagen, Maj. Gen.
John L.

Knowles, Ralph

Kottmeyer, William

Kropp, Eugene R.

Krueger, William C.

Kruel, Kenneth

Kuhs, Lester

Lais, Colbert
Lambert, Marion L. J.
Lantz, Albert W.
Larkin, H. Robert
Lasater, Donald E.
Lush ly, Jacob M,
Lash ly, John H.
Leahy, John S.
Lee, Ralph H.

Lee, Robert F., Jr.
Lewis, David S.
Liberman, Lee M.
Long, Dennis P.
Lonsdale, John G.
Lorch, Walter
Love, Howard M.

Low, E. R.

Mnbry, D. B.
Maddox, John J.
Maestre, Sidney
Mallinckrodt, L. E.
Maritz, William E.
Murtin, Charles L.
Martin, Leonard C.
Marx, Elmer E.
Mathews, Harry B., Jr.
Maxwell, Gregory W.
May, Morton D.
Mu}'fivlll, Frank
Mayne, Walter R.

Mm-m_ Robert R.
Dc'ir“' I \V.

Metzler, Milton E.
Meyers, James E.
Miles, C. C.
Mitchell, John B.
Monnig, Joseph T.
Morey, Arthur
Morey, David H.
Morrill, John R.
Morton, Robert L.
Moser, Byron W.
Mosey, Arthur
Mueller, H. P.
Munie, D. E.
Musial, Stanley F.
McAfee, J. Wesley
MecBride, H. D., Col.
McClain, Charles J.
MeDonald, W. W.
McDonnell, J. S, Ir.
McDonnell, Sanford N.
McDonnell, William A.

MeEwen, William S., Sr.

McHaney, Powell B.

McKelvey, Russell E.
McMillan, Ernie
McMillan, James F., Jr.
McMillan, W. B.
MecNally, Raymond

Nagel, Charles
Nangle, John J.
Nelson, Raymond L.
Nelson, Wm. A.,Jr.
Neubeiser, B. L.
Neun, Walter J. G.
Newhard, Chapin <
Nims, Eugene D.
Nooney, Gregory 1k
Nushaum, William C.

O'Brien, A Je
Oertli, Fred J.
0'Neill, Edward L.
Orrick, Allen C.
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Orthwein. Wm. R.. Jr.
Otto. Robert W.

Pace. David B.
Peirce. Frederic M.
Perkinson, John Dale
Pershall. E. E.
Persons, W. R.
Peters, Frank C.
Pettus. Thomas W.
Pflager, Henry B.
Phemister, Robert
Phillips, H. C.

Plant, Sam

Poelker, John H.
Poindexter, Clarence
Portner, Louis J.
Powers, John
Prentis, John B., I1I

Radford, G. A.
Ragland, R. K.

Rand, Norfleet H.
Rasmussen, Dwain H.
Ray, E. Lansing

Reed, W. ]., DDS
Reid, Elliott

Rice, Charles M.
Richman, Stanley M.
Rickey, Branch

Riley, Lyman G.
Rippy, Edward T., Jr.
Robinson, P. C.
Rodes, Boyle O.
Roman, Bruce
Rosborough, George S., Jr.
Ross, G. Ben

Roufa, Alvin M,
Rountree, Herbert
Rowe, Robert M.
Rowland, Raymond E.
Rowland, Raymond E., Jr.
Rubey, C. S.
Rutherford, Wm. I.



Sachs, Louis S.
Sanborn, William L.
Savage, Russel L.
Schaeffer, Harry L.
Schantl, Hans
Schaper, Randolph H.
Schenk, Boyd F.
Schiffman, John
Schlafley, John J.
Schmidt, A. F. L.
Schnuck, Edward J.
Schollmeyer, Harry
Schultz, E. H.

Scott, R. Stanley
Seruggs, Edward B.
Scudder, S. Cupples
Scullin, Harry

See, Frank

See. W. J.

Senniger, Stuart N.
Shapleigh, Warren M.
Shepley, Ethan A. H.

Shepley, Ethan A. H., Jr.

Shomaker, Monte E.
Shuford, Harry E.
Siler, E. Ray

Sims, Clyde H.

Skelly, J. W.

Smillie. Ronald P.
Smith, Lamar

Smith, Robert Brookings
Smith. Judge Taylor
Smith, Wayman F.
Sommer, Charles H.
Spacthe, Clarence F., Jr.
Speer, George A.
Spiegel, Edwin J.
Spiegel, Edwin J., Jr.
Sponik, James

Spring, A. J.

Squires, Zane O., Sr.
Stalnaker, Armand E.
Stamper, Howard A.
Staufler, Dickson S., Jr.

Stay, Walter A.
Steinberg, Mark C.
Steiner, Jerome M.
Stephens, Howard V.
Stevenson. Robert E.
Stifel, Arnold G.
Stix, Charles H.
Storment, J. C.
Straub. William A.
Stuart, Lynn E.
Stupp, E. P.

Stupp, John P.
Sverdrup, Gen. L. J.
Swartout, Charles W.
Swift, Hampden M.
Swift, John S.

Tallman, Roscoe

Taylor, Judge Daniel G.
Taylor, James C.

Terry, Whitelaw T.
Thayer, Harold E.
Thomas, Dr. Charles Allen
Thompson, Frank
Thompson, Henry C.
Thompson, R. H. B.
Tidd, R. M. B.

Tiemann, Robert L.
Tilles, Fred B.
Trottmann, Stuart R., Jr.
Tucker, Raymond R.
Turley, Clarence M.
Turley, Clarence M., Jr.
Turpin. Judge Wm. M.

Urbauer, Hugo F.

Vail, Carroll C.

Van De Vanter, M, S.
Varnum, Girard C.
Vaughan, Clifford J.
Veeder, Nicholas P,
Vitt, R. S.

Vogel, Carl

Vollmar. Col. Jos. E.
von Gontard, Adalbert
Vossbrink, Robert L.

Wade, Festus J.
Walker, G. H., Jr.
Wallace, John K.
Walther, J. Leonard
Weber, William H.
Wells, Ben H.
Wells, Fletcher E.,
Wenzel, Fred W,
Wenzlick, Roy W.
Werder, Arthur E.
Werner, Morton T,
Werremeyer, E. G,
Wertz, Dr. W. H.
Westerfeld, Dr. August
White, Kelton E.
White, Thomas W.
Whitehead, James T,
Wigge, Theodore H.
Wilkening, Orlie H.
Wilkinson, M. L.
Williams, Eugene F., Jr.
Williams, L. O,
Williams, R. N.
Wilson, A. O.
Wilson, John L.
Wisebart, S. L.
Witte, Donald M.
Wohl, David P.
Woods, Howard B.
Woods, Leonard R.

Woolley, George A. C., Jr.

Worley, Kenneth L.
Wright, J. Willard

F
Young, Howard I.
Young, Howard Lee

Ziegen(uss, Phil
Zimmerman, Sanford J.
Zumwalt, Maurice R,

SCOUTING'S HIGHEST HONORS

THE SILVER BUFFALO

Lewis W. Baldwin .
Dwight F. Davis. ... ..
Walter W. Head . . . . ..
Clarence H. Howard . .
Gale F. Johnston . . . ..
Eugene D. Nims .. ...

Harry L. Schaeffer . . ..
Gen. Leil J. Sverdrup

Since 1926 the National Council has awarded the Silver Buflalo for distinguished service
to boyhood. The award is made each year for noteworthy service of a national or
worldwide character, both to men associated with Scouting and to others not

directly related to the Scouting movement. It has been awarded to eight St. Louisans.

1930

1932
1927
1028
1952
1940
1956

1974

The Silver Antelope
distinguished service
awarded to 14 St. Louisans.

THE SILVER ANTELOPE

|

is the National Counc
o vouth on a regional basis. It has been

il’'s award presented for

Lewis W. Baldwin .. .. 1925
Richard Baldwin ... 1969
H. A. Brereton 1945
Walter W. Head. ..« 19.22
Downing B.Jenks . ... 10.15
Gale F. Johnston ... 1‘].?9
Roy W. Jordan. . . . 1:](-'1:3
Albert W. Lantz ... 1949
Col, H. D- McBride .. .1944
W B. McMillan . . - - 1964
Morton D. May s v l:}{ml
Harry L Scrh_uel]ur oA Il]5]
Gen. Leil J. Syerdrup . .1 IE;H
Harold E. Thayer . « « - - 1074
171



THE SILVER BEAVER

The St. Louis Area Council made its first Silver Beaver Awards, for outstanding
service to boyhood at the local Council level, in January, 1932, Over the

past 43 years, more than 550 St. Louis Scouters have been so honored.

:\lilu-lp..].[. William F. : 1041 Benitz, Clarence W, |"'§53 Brinkmann, Kermit H. . . 1974
,-‘L'-"“h' ",i'”'“" Franklin 1971 Bell, John H'_ , ) Il”,: Briscoe, J. Randolph ... 1960
\TFl"“- Frank 15, 1951 Berger, John I vymtals 1963 Brockhofl, George C.. . . L1941
"\ lew, Dufr s, M.D. _ 1956 Rerkemeyer, Walter G - |‘]'_E1 Brodtrick, William R. . . 1967
:‘“1“““. Jel T 19 Berry, Carrick Harold, ALD. 970 Brookes, Theo. P. . . | 1941
f*.h" ', James P, 1074 Berthold, Harold J 1965 Brown, Max Elmore 1970
, o
., Mhery, Richard H. 1061 Biehel, J. H. : |ll:1,: Bryson,E.R. . ... .. .. 1975
\“t“j““- Louis . 963 Birge, Ernest N 1932 Burbach, Gearge M. .. . 1954
; : ! : - ‘ =
A.r'“lll'llhll-r‘ JohniHe e 1958 Bilhorn, Edward W. |:L_l Burch, FL ey B o o 1953
el Donalg N, 1065 Bill, Donald R. 1073 Burgheim, Nathan ... ... 1967
AL i AR
/ ”\".""'lu_ Arthur K. 1960 Bise, Mitchell l:]"; Burke, ['J" E.. . . : 1943
I’L“hl”l' Francis S 1962 Blackford, J. Ross . 1940 Burton, Victor .. .. s 21961
,\‘{ F¥s i""lll'e~| Howard, Sr. 1068 Blaes, Rene. . ey I:IJ..I Hur}. Leol ) - 1952
WIS, Sanford B 1052 Blake, Robert S, . .. 1973 Busch, August A., Jr. 954
I | o © Blessing, Pavl A 1944 Bye,Ezra ... ..., 1969
Yaer, A hler. Theodore 1970
vArthur B, : 1949 Bochler, Theodort =9 . A
1“1". Norman 1068 Boethell, Roy - I:]:“ (-:llm“t‘“. LE'“IP “ ; .- 1964
iker, John P |I” - 1954 Bofinger, Allred P I ]‘} l:““'l’l”"l_lv Carl N. : .. - 1966
“tl!'h“'i“. Rich l. () ; 1944 Bohley, Wilferd =t IL}(_}D [;Hmh' George Howard 1974
rnes, Ri he '. o l OaY Bokel, Henry | A 1062 Carroll, Michael J 1969
e .]'ml G. 196 o b el . 1956 Carson, George . . U7
L TP Verne 0. Jr 1962 l']m:n-.-.lurnmu ["..” r. i : . _J-\ 1967
Ulareqy, Earl R ol l | 1962 Barbein, Harry W 19 L:.‘rll.‘r' \ I.I!m.m H.. v 1962
l“"”lnlrl {";‘rl H | IU"-! Hnrn-.[a.ulr. Rabert E I‘H:n}'l L:mhi“'\.-' William S.. DA 1966
i 2 |-i'. _ l ' B'“;l'" . Stanley 1930 l.:.l.-1c|||..|o:~':-|1h ! 1964
j + Charles . 1967 ey _ 1967 Caughron, Virgil A.. ., «
Mray, § Oivk Bowie, William = 1966
iy s .'I“HHII G, 196 Sl Harold 1044 Chambers, Maurice R, 1974
"al.-,[..ll\”}( ol Carl S, 1040 {Il.}l .m' L. L 1950 Chandler, Fielding . . , 1038
B, + George J. 1046 Braanitie, == l,- . 1966 Chapman, Willie £ i
ke I 3 Brennan, Jume o) i
Hl':-l » Forest B, _ I‘lhf A qon H A 1030 l:ll:umk. Jean' B.. .. ... . 1968
i tt, W H. J. 015 Brerel0fls 1067 Chase, Harold J. L, . 1057
Clfor, 1y 1967 Brereton, John e L




Chassels, William . ... ....... 1047
Chinn, Armstrong. .. ... ..... 1957
Chorlins, Manuel ..... ... .. 1955
Christman, Raymond C. .. .. 1974
Clark, Edwin M, ..o .o oo 1961
Coco, Anthony Guy . . 1975
Cogzeshall, K. M. 1934
Coggeshall, Morgan . . . 1935
Cole, Gene Andrew . . . 1971
Colgate: (G E: Do mv ey 1938
Collins, Lewis 0., . ... . .. .- . 1975
Collins, Thomas R. . ... ... ... 1033
Collins, Thomas R., Jr. .......1973
Colombo, Louis. . . . .. . 1966
Compton. Clifton . .. L 1oa7
Connell. Clyde, Sr. ... ... L1940
Connelly. James L. . . 1937
Connelly. Tom J. 1965
Cook, John M. aTdon 1945
Cooley. YictorE., ... ....... 1953
Cornman. James F. 1963
Corona, Lawrence . . . . .. 1973
Cox. Willard R. . .. ... 1940
Crabtree. Joseph B.,5r.. ... 1973
Crawford, Charles . 1954
Crouch. F. Richard, M.D. . 1968
Crucknell, H. B. 1937
Crusius, William L.. . . . .. 1937
Cubbage, Robert G. .. 1973
Cunliff, Albert E. . .. 1963
Cunliff. Nelson NP ..1932
Curtis. Orville B. . .. ..... 1964
Curtis, Thomas B. . . . 1054
Dannenbrink. Albert 1071

Davis. Harry J. 1954
Davis, Rex . o7l

Dawson, Alex S, 1945
Deane, Francis Lodge 1975

Dearmont, Russell L. Saaes 1908
Dennert, Milan W |"J.un 1975

DeStaehler, Roy 1934

Dickson, Leon M. .. . 1949

Dilling. Kenneth E 1964

Dixon, James H. .. 1966

Dohson, Harold R. 1965

Docter, Will 1948

Dodd, Leonard D, el 345

Doerner, Russell H. 1970

1960

Doerr, Homer W.

Doherty, Joseph E. . .
Dolde, Leanard V.
Dowd, William . . :
Dreyer, Edward W |Ilum

Drummond, Robert D.
Dryton, John Collingwood .

Duff, Homer L.

Duggan, Charles G.
Duncan, Samuel Wesley
Dunham, William R,
Dunn, J. Lowell

Eckelkamp, Louis B
Eckles, Arthur E. .
Eddleman, Riley
Edgar, Robert Lee .
Edmonson, Bert M.
Edscorn, Kenneth Charles
Edwards, Robert .
Ehrhardt, Willis G. .
Elam, Ruth Edna
Eller, Edmund A.
Ema, Henry, M.D.
Emery. Joseph
Ervin, John B.
Essmyer, Jesse D,
Evans, Bruee

Evers. August G.
Evers, Edward, Jr.

Faleetti, Ervin Richard .
Faulhaber., Sylvester J. .
Favers, Walter A., Sr.
Fischer, Joseph E.
Fleishman, Alfred
Foppe. Arnold H.
Fournie, Robert G
Franeis, Charles ], Jr.
Frederick, Charles
Freeman, Arthur L.
Freerks, Marshall C.
Freise, William I,
Fritsch. Louis H., . . .
Fuchs, Leonard I,
Funke, Norbert Louis
Furst, Glenn

Gamble, Theodore R,
Gannett, John Rabert
Gardner, Russell E., Jr. |

- 1962
1971

1956
1975

. 1965
1972

1965
1913

1972

1964

U6l

1962
1965
1967
1061
1918

975

1961
1945
1975
1974

1971
19506

1962
1965
1947
19416
1967

1974
19609
1958
1968
1962

1970
1968

1962
1951

1963
1971

1969
1973

1965

1974
1967

1968
1975

1946

Garner, R. Dean .

Geisel, John Gerhard. . . .

Geiser, Lee Walter .
Gerdelman, Bernard
Gillespie, Charles H. .
Ginnever, Thomas H,
Gnaegy, Mitchell C,
Gold, Ned C., Sr.
Goldberg, Israel
Goldberg, Harry C.
Gould, Richard Draime
Gray, Richard W.
Grimes, Miller .
Grob, Herman . .
Groth, William

Grutetzemacher, H, th'rl lll

Guthrie, William M, |

Hall, James N,

Hall, Lester M,
Hamilton, Aubrey B,
Hamilton, Edward D,
Hammond, John . . . ..
Hargate, William E., Jr.
Hargitt, George H. .
Harper, Cleotha
Harrington, Harry I,
Harsh, Arthur W,
Hartmann, Arthur W, .
Hartmann, Charles 1. .
Hartwein, George I, . . . .
Harvey, McCleveland .
Hasek, Otto

Hayes, Percy Jackson . . .
Head, Walter W. . . . .
Heard, John T., Jr, .
Helbing, H, H.

Henning, Robert F,
Ht:nr{qut:s. BT

Henry, Percy W,
Herries, Robert A,
Herrmann, George
Heyman, Louis H, .
Hickey, Philip J.
Higginbotham, Letcher J.
Hohbs, Roscoe C,

Hoech, Arthur A,

Hoel, Robert Frederick, Sr,

Hoffmunn, Lester O,
Holfmeister, Harold M.

1975
<1972
SRLOT
1975

1948

1965

1971

1942
1965
. 1u60
. 1970
975
1973

1973

1954
1961

1905

1960
[932

1908

1966

ooy
1960

1051

1067

1061
1973

1u6Y
1971

1950

1969

1960
1972

1039

1974

L1941

1961

| 1941
1062

1953

1950

1970
1949
1971

1048

1942
1072
1071
| 063

Holbrook, Harry §
Holekamp, Carl H.
Holekamp, Carl H., Jr.
Holmes, George D.
Holthaus, August J.
Holthaus, Arthur A.
Holthaus, John
Holz, Frank .
Homfeldt, Fred . .
Howard, Robert L.
Howe, Kennetl, W.
Howk, Don

Hoyt, Poter.

Hubely, Erwin I1,
Huey, Donald 1.

H“'Jﬂl". Lorraine Katherine

|l||[.t.v,,|u|~.|| Wi I

Inmay,, Sam I,
:hli'}'. Truman
Yerson, Robert W,

lae Kson, Byron

Wwkson, Juliun Van h"l‘
|1-illi|‘~ ,lnhl |I|'l 11,
launm. Adolph

mes, [van
Jenks, Downing B,
nhnmn James Lee
Jnhnmn 1. Oliver
Ohnsgy, v irgil Carter
nhn-‘lurl Gale F,
Ir|mhl:n1.{n:ll.. e
nes, Betlel

es, Elbory p.

Ones, Elmer A

Ones, Jamec I

Jone, Walter W.
Jflrdun Roy W,

Udahy, p. A\

}\—nul'rn:nm. Aloys P vt
-l-'”L‘I'. Albert M. ... ...
l'"l'],‘. William N.
Clsn, Charles A
"'urr Jack y,
L [ o I|
’]l'f!]n L Wilbert G,
) l'.lnln-r;_», |'\--|||||'I|'l Al .
|'Illu, ||n||.|r|k \] 1

1933

1936
1961
1969
1916

L9

1955
1954
1074
1u70
1960
1974
1075
1951

196l
M L)

19062

1957

19064

vl

1950
168
1903
1974

1970

1971

1953

1ol

1974
1941
1069

1967
1053

1065

1961
1941

1950
1040

|96t

. 1952

1960
1932

L1952

1935

957

1074

1974

Knaopfel, Lawrence
Koerner, Walter . .
Krahman, Herbert P.
Kranze. Robert W
Krause, Arno D.
Krauska, Walter A, Sr. . .
Kritselis. Konstantinos
Kroeger. William

Kruel. Kenneth B.
Kulp, A. C.

Ladassor, Gray
Lambert, Marion L. J.
Lamborn, George J.
Lane, William Bodley
Lang, Donald E.
Langenbery, E. B.
Lantz, Albert G I
Lantz, Albert W.
Larkin, James C., Ir.
Lashly, Jacoh M.

Lelmann, George Anthony

Leisse, Chacles Martin.
Leland, Deyo S.

S
Lewandowskis Alexander 5.

Lewin, Ross R.

Lewis, Robert D.
Lichrum, Harey J. -
Lincoln, John H..
Linn, Russell Edwin -
Logan, Frank W,
Long, Leon R.
Love, Frank Warren
Lutz, Vincent IR

Maack, Robert S
Mabry, D- Bi=sn
MacCash, Rabert B.
Mudson, Mathew De Al .
Maestres Sidney
Magner, J. Mur-
Mahon, J. W.C
Manley, Col.
Margulis, A
Marquards W
Martin, I eonard C.
Muson, Lewis
Matles, Charles
May, Morton [,
MeAfee, J: “:-Iv .

hs'l“

\lurr.n E.

Ivin
alte or I

1963
1962
1903
1975

.. 1936

1969

1967

1946
1960

L1954

1971
1961
19648
1908

vl

1935
1071
1936

1971

1932
1972
1072
1043
1962
[0k
1974

1957

1963

1072

1950
1071
1974

I 1972

1073
u62

1975
1975

1961

L1967

(043

1965
1963
1968
L
1967

1055

, 1453
1050

McBnde. Col. H. D. . .
MeCall. Byron P.
MeCov. R AL ...

McCullough. Adam D.. . .

MeCollum. Ralph E.
MiDaniel. Olin S.

McDonnell. Sanford N. .. .. ..

AMeDonnell, William A. .
Mclntire, Vernon . . .
McKelvey. Russell E.
MeKinney, Robert D Jr.
McKnight, Viegil. ... ..o 0
McMath, Franeis R.
McMillan, James F.. Jr.
MeMillan, W, B.

Meinecke, Walter H.. Jr.
Melcher, Oliver

Mesnier. Charles J.
Metzzer, Joseph C.

Mever, Arthur

Mever. Fred

Mever, Juhn H. . -

Mevyer, Very Rev. Louis F.
Mever, William John - . |
Mick. Richard Bernard . .
Miller, Ed .

Millard, Ray E, .

Mohir, Ralph E

Muolloy. Iimma-.
Molyneanx, John E., Jr. .
Monahan, Franeis W., Ir.
Munder, Frederick A. . .
Murphy, Walter John . . ..

Nagel. Charles . .
Nangle, John J.

Nance, Rev. Harold
Nauman, Philip R.
Neel, James E., Sr.
Nelson, George D
Nelson, Raymond L .
Nelson, William AL, Jr.
Neuholl, Ralph Robert. Ir.
Newhard, Chapin §
Nichols, Donuld L. .
Nickel, Ralph D. .
Nims, E. D.

Noe, Harry C. .
Nollmann, George 1.
Nudelman, Meyer

L1932
. 1970

1039
1966

- 1960

1962
1972

1961
« 1962
1958
1963

1970
1947

.. 1961
1954
- 1970

1962

.. 1964
1944
. 1956

1961

L1930
1967
L1974
1975

1942

.. 1965
1970
L1052

1962
L1973

1975

1965

.. 1935
1451

1950
1971
1975

.. 1970

1972
1965
975
1935
L1972
1968
1936
1938
1072
1945



Oberg, Nathan B. . . ..
Obergoenner, Vernon R. .

O'Brien, Albert . .. ... .. ...
O'Brien, Charles A.. .. . ...
Ochs, Charles F. . ... ......

Ochsner, John H. .
Odien, Richard J. .. .
O'Neill, Guy L. .
Orrick, Allen C.

Orthwein, William R., Jr. . .
O’Shea, Wallace E. . .. .....
Otto, Robert W. ... .......

Pardon, Phillip,Jr. ... ...
Parks, Agnes Roberta . . . ..

Parks, Eldon . . . . ..
Pavlik, Joseph E. . ..
Peirce, Frederic M. . . . .
Pennington, Gordon E.
PershalLE.E.. . ....

Persons, W. R, ...........
Peschke, Adolph E. .. ..

Peters, Clarence H.
Petrie, Paul A. ... ..
Plabe, Kort K, ... ...
Pfabe, Max

Pfeffer, PhilipM. .........
Phillips, Arnold T. .. .....

Phillips, Herbert C. . . .

Pierson,John L. . ........
Pitts, Anderson Jacque .. . . .

Plant, Samuel
Poelker, John H.
Poindexter, C. H. . .
Pallock, Charles S.
Postol, Thomas P. . . .
Pavich, Bernard . .
Princell, ). Gilbert

Racowsky,SamE.. .. ......

Ragland, Richard K. . .
Raithel, Forest John . ...
Rand, Nor{leet .

Rasche, B.F.. ..

Rasmussen, William D, Ir. .

Ravas, Joseph C. .
Rehore, Edward .
Renfrow, L. H.

Richman, Stanley M.
Richl, AM.... ......
Rineharl, Wallace L. .

=l IT2
- 1969

1967
1971
1966

.. 1970
. 1966

1974
1942
1969
1973
1960

1967
1975

1974
. 1962

1967

L1974

1956
1963

.. 1960
. 1966
.. 1974
. 1963
1952

1964
1972
1972

. 1966

1973

1943

1966
1935

L1943

1968
1967

1947

1964

. 19606

1971

1960

1947
1062
1963
1946

. 1934

| 960
1937

943

Ritchie. Charles W. . . . 1957
Robinson. Patrobas C. . . 1971
Roehlirs. Emil . 1958
Rogers, Donald P.. Sr. . .. 1963
Ross, George Benham . . . 1969
Rothman, Charles . . . 196]
Rottmann, Joseph E. .. 1966
Rubey, Chester S. . .. 1937
Russell. Mark . 1965
Ryffel, Oscar, Jr. 1964
Savage, Russel L. 1957
Schaeffer, Carl C. . . . .. 1948
Schaeffer. Harry L. . 1949
Schantl, Hans 1937
Schaper, Randolph H. . .. 1970
Schiffman, John A.. Jr. 1969
T BT 0 BT e mei e e 1954
Schmidt, ErwinC. ........ 1954
Schneider, Hascal . .. ... ... 1061
Schneider, John H.. . ... ... 1956
Schneider, Norbert. .. ... .. 1961
Schultz, E.H.Sre . oo vain. 1032
Schulz, Peter . ... .. 1960
Schweig, Eugene S., Jr.. . . 1975
Schweizer, Albert, 11 Wil 973
See, Frank M. . couviiines e 1965
Seiter, Joseph E.. .. ....... 1962
Sennigcr, Stuart N. ....... 1965
Shade, Theodore Melvin. ... .. 1968
Shamroe, FrankJ. ., ... ... 1972
Shelton, Robert E. ... ... .., 1966
Shepherd, Rawleigh T. ..., .. 1933
Sherwood, Lewis . ......... 1955
Siegerist, Walter. . ... ...... 1951
Siler B Ry e, e 1949
Silliman. York ............. 1968
Silverstein, Sanford A. . ... ... 1963
Simons, Jacob P. .. .. ..., 1932
Simpkins, Ronald .. .. ... ... 1973
Simpson, William M. .. ... ... 1950
Sindecuse, Earl A, . ... ..... 1951
Skala, Robert Loy iuis vuiian 1975
Skelly, Col. T, Wi teetints 1942
Slotkin, Morris. « v« v s o 1952
Smith, Joseph W........... 1055
Smithy Lamoyl et . 1071
Soesl, Carl H.. . .ovvvvunva 1940
Soke, Elmer John .. ... . 1074
Sparrow, Betty .. ... .00 .. 1975
Sparrow, Curtis ........... 1U6H
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Speer, George A. ......... .. 1973
Sprandel, Louis W... .. ... ... 1966
Staley, Forest H.,, M.D.. .. . ... 1935
Standberry, Roosevelt V. .. ... 1971

Stanley, Loyal .00, cuvsoniie 1973
Stanze, ArthurE. .. ...u.on.. 1969
Stay i Walter A% .o oot 1950
Steckhan, Donald Robert . . . .. 1975
Steiner, Harry, Jr. .......... 1969
Stephens, Eugene, ... ....... 1932
Stewart, Lawrence W, ., .. ... 1965
S P almer e v 1975
Stix, Charles H. oo o vvivevinis 1945
Stone, Howard I ... o ovvoi 1062
Stupp, Erwin P . ........... 1953
T o et 1968
Suche, Vernon J. ........... 1008
Suggs, Frank Larkin . .. ... ... 1975
Sullivan, V-I.'r}' Rev, Llu:,'r] A. . . 1055
Sverdrup, Gen. L. 1, ... . ... . . 1U56
Swartout, Charles W. .. ...... 1973
Taylor, Chesley......... s e
Taylor, James C.. oo oousoivs 1070
Taylor, John J,, Ph.D.. ....... 1072
Terry, Whitelaw T, , . ..., .... 1963
Thayer, Harold E.. ....... ... 1069
Thomas, Charles Allen .. .. ... 1064
Thomas, Max . . . ........... 1961
Thompson, Henry C. ... ..... 1937
Thompson, Robert H.. ....... 1054
Thompson, Thomas W., Sr. 1960
Tidd, Lewis S, oo vuvveansas 190+
Tigges, Herman .. ....... ... 1910
Tines, Nick ... ..o00uvrnves 1947
Torno, Paul L., Sr. ... ....... 1070
Trace, Fred B, .. .o oo vnnns 10950
Tracy, Danitel P, .. .........s 1961
Trottmann, Stuart R., Jr. .. ... 1968
Tschudy, T e s s 1950
Tucker, Raymond R.......... 196+
Turley, Clarence, .. ....... .. 1955
Turnbull, David Eldon . . ... .. 1970
Up!nn. Jum‘PI) _____________ 1072
Vasterling, Osear C, .. .. .. ... 1957
Velten, Dangel , ,........... 1969
Vogler, Reverend John I, , . ... 1972
Vollmar, Col. Jos. E.. . ....... 1950
von Gontard, Adalbert . . 1004

Waeckerle, William
Wagner, Edward C............1973
Wagner, William A., Jr
Walz, Herman F. ... ........1943
Wander, Herbert H
Washington, Melvin
Waye, Elmer F, . +oacoiios 1953
Wesener, Gus J.
Wehking, William H
Weimer, C, Robert
Weindel. Edwin P
Weis, Nelvin J
Weisenstein, ¢
Wells, . Raobert
Wells, Fletehe

----------

...........

..........

..........

Weltner.Dale. . i cociannaes 1665
Wenazlick, Roy W. ... 1950
Wepler. August G, .. ovovnnns 1962
Weseloh, Winston H.. ... ... 197

Wetzal GBS : vatarnn sinismsinte » 1952
White, Alberte cvevananasass 1968
Whitmire, Leroy «.cvenaeeas 1933
Wicks, Frank AL, v caenenncs 1950
Wietholter, Oliver Foo oo 1960
Wilbracht, Caral coceneeess 1975
Wileox, Robert Hs v vnsninss 1957
Wildi, Bernard Sev oo iann 1956
Williams, Charles. oo cooovcn 1939
Williains, Jess Ev o vveeicnns 1971
Williams, M. Charles .. coons 1964

[n recognition of the
Mothers and other woit
Award—the equivalent ©
It has heen presente
outstanding women are

THE SILYER FAWN
jce Lo Cubbir

standing serv v
D ontributed so muc

on who have ¢
[ the Silver Beave
n women. Startin

o in 1975,
Silver Beaver Award,

d o sixtee
hrvsrnlt'd the

Bess, Mrs. Dorothy % :::i:
Bry=on. Mrs. Eddye Doty I‘J"r'l
Culmplwll. Mrs. Katie G« .« -« ll}l[]
Dolde, Mrs. Catherin€ . == 1073
Hulsey, Mrs. Dorothy. .-« <« I‘JT:l
King, Mrs. Bertha ocover-- ol
KIiuvf:-Itun Mrs. Belty «oe e 1972
Kreegers Mrs. Mary Ligpriacss It]'«-;
Lane, Dr. Helen Sehick cene Il]':'-)
Lloyd. MrsRopoia s =2t lt]T-;
.'4||||;i|-¢-. Mrs. Dorothy.oeee 1073
Pierce, Mrs: Hazel - ¥y, 1973
Reid, Mrs. D”m‘h?‘ b s . 1972
Seliweitzery Mrs. .I\l'”‘,"' """ 1971
Venegonh Mes. Rita .|. e ; 1972
sorgia Loulse .«

Yenzer, Mrs: G

Williams. Ralph Charles. .. . .. 1975
Wilson. Hardie L., Sr., ....... 1965
Wilson. John L.
Wisehart, S. L.
Wohl, David P. oo voiamanion 1941
Woodland. Oliver Francis, Sr. . . 1972
Woods, Leonard R
Woodward. J. H
Woulfe, Paul C.. Sk .o in ot 1971

............

...........

............

............

Zell, Clitlord F., Ir
Zicgenfuss. Phil
Zucker, Harvey A, ... .covann 1965

-----------

1o and Scouting by Cub Den
I, the Silver Fawn

r— was established in 197 1.

-



Year
1931
1032
1933-34
1935-36
1037
1938
19309
1940
1941-42
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1049
14950
1051
1052
1953
1954
1955

LODGE CHIEFS. SHAWNEE LODGE

ORDER OF THE ARROW

Lodge Chief

Eugene B. Kelly

Morton D. Pareira

Harry A. Kirchmer

Robert E. Davis

Walter A. Stay and Ferd E. Gast
Walter C. Jones

Robert E. Knickmeyer

Bill Entenmen

Bill Entenmen and Jack Babbitt
Bob Thomas

Bob Drummond

Bill Levinson

Harry Holtgrewe

Jack Bell

C. Douglas Duggan

Cl'Ii.lrJt'-i “‘i_‘!;f.l'I. Ir.

Ed Dauster and Bill Burmeister, Jr.

Glen Edwards
Phil Hellwege
Dale Perkinson
Bob Branom
Larry McKenna

178

}‘;"-"I'J'
1956
1957
1058
1950
196()
1061
1962
1963
1964
1065
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971

1972
1973

1074

1975
1976

Lodge Chief
Fin Guffey

Don Cotter
Ron Evans
Pete Shaw

Ron Sehwarty
Glenn Richardson
Bill Polhiemus
Rick Wall
Wayne Wishrock
Gary Walling
Terry Pogue
Norris Orms
Tom Sehweizer
John Coonrod
David Oclisner
Dennis Hart
Dan Outman
Don Harms
Bob Borgstede
Mark Coleman
Andrew Bender

Year

191744
LD 819
19 48.50
195051
195152
[052.53
[953-54
195155
155-50
1956-57
1957-58
1958-50
1954-(()
1960-61
1961-62

PRESIDENTS. EAGLE SCOUT

Presudent

Albert E. Cunlifl
Arthur Werder

Tom 1. Connelly
Stuart N, Senniger
Robert 1 Phemister
William M. Guthriv
Albert W, Gruer, Jr.
Juek Grossman
Charles 1, Bland

Jerome M. Steiner, Sr.

George Benham Ross
Gene AL Cole

Orlie H. Wilkening
Edward W, Bilhorn
Ronald P. Smillie

ASSOCIATION

179

};'ur

1902-03
1963-0-4
196:1-65
1965-60
1966-67
1967-08
1968-69
1964-70
1970-71
1971-72
1072-73
1073-71
197475

19753-76

President

Lows H. Heyman

H. Douglas Day
Harry E. Davis, Jr.
Dickson S. Stauller, 111
Morton T. Werner
Harold B. Bamburg
1. Philip Hellwege
Charles 1. Hartmann
David B. Guthrie
Zane 0. Squires, Sr.
Donald M. Witte
Ralph W. Hartmann
Parker W. Fritschle
Al W, Hellwege
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Aboul the Aulhor

Like most professional writers, Bill Brittain always dreamed of “writing a book." But
like most, he never got around to fl—until commissioned to write this one. Native
St. Louisan, graduate of the University of Missourl’s School of Journalism, former
newspaper man and currently an advertising and public relations consultant, he was
selected from a field of many possible authors, He was chosen not only for his demon-
strated writing skills but because he had never been active in Squuling: Thus it was felt
he would deal most objectively with his subject matter, some of it quite sensitive.

No less than seven previous attempts over the years had been made to write this history
of Boy Scouting in St. Louis. Each well-intentioned author, however, facing a moun-
tainous and ever-growing accumulation of data as the decades passed, gave up in dismay.
Bill Brittain and Editorial Researcher Sue Bussen did not. They sifted through 65 years'
of reference material, much of it dimmed by the passage of time, before Brittain started
his three-year writing job.

Collaborating with him was his editor, Tom Connelly, veteran Scouter of almost 30

years; and Bill Quade, whose fascination with the memorabilia led to his volunteering

to lay out and art-direct this book.

The result is an exciting, readable and carefully documented history of one Boy Scout
Council’s aceomplishments, written against the background of America’s changing
times. As such, Spirit of Scouting 76 is a fitting tribute to the thousands of St. Louis
Area Seouters who have done, and continue doing, so much for so many.

Tom J. Connelly (left) and
William W. Quade are executive
vice president and executive

arl director, respectively,

of Krupnick & Assaciates, Inc.,
advertising/ communications.




