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ft always gives me great pleasure to uelcomevtsitors to Dudley ald today I am partleularly happy
sinee I ean u'elcone 32 Scouts who have come ait tfi;-
way from Anerica.

I do not flatter r,lyse1f o however. that you have
come so far merely to see Dudley, but I do beli-eve that
yo9_w11-1 fj.nd nnrch to interest you here and I hope you
w111 take back with you- happy mernorles of the town bf
whlch we are, T thid{, justi-f iably proud ,

One of the best known features of Dudley is the
Zoo, whieh you are going to visit later. I have no
doubt that there are blgger and better stocked zoosil.Amerigu, but I feel sure that you have not got onesltuate in the grounds of a Castle.

This Castle has watched over Dudley and the
surrsundtng areas for nany centurles and during thisttne the town has been eonstantly expanding. -

fn the beglnnlng there was not rouch more than a
market plgce, which was vlslted by neighbourlng farrnels.
The market is stil1 the centre of- the f,own. as"it has
been for some 700 years. ht, wlth the dlieovery of
the use of coal, industry begdn. One of the firbt
lndustriesr- apart from mtnin[r wBs that of making
na1ls and the nal1s uere made, not as today tn large
and airy factories, but ln the sroa11 11vlng roons of
a great number of famiLles.
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- Today, however, the lndustrles of DudLey are
Large and varied. Among the many products therb are
lrge cl,_ralns and anehors for ocean golng liners, bollersfor lndustriaL plants orr as a complete contrait. small"eLectrontc devlces or a leather haidbag for a qu6en.

So, as a result of the lmmense eoal deposttstn-the area, Dudley has groinm in size and lmpoitance andtoday lt ls often described. as the ,capital 6r the BlaekCountrytt.

Incldentally?,lf? whg! you are tourlng the Zoo,you have an opportunity to elimb up to the Caitle l(espyou will have an excellent vlew of-the Black countrv.'
although, ir faet, it ls far from being all blaek. "irom
the Castle Keep it is posslble to see [o fewer thin nine
counties,

However, I had better not ri.etain you any longer
{gr, whllst f know your motto is nBe prephredrrr- I aoilUt
1f yog eame here nprepared.rr for a history 1ess6n, I wouLd
Just Ilke to say 1n conclusion that t wllh ttre scout
movement good scoutingr^a.successful Jamboree, and you
every happtness ln the future.
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