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Sutton ColdfieLd
Dear Friends:

Gi'eat, fun toclayl The Queen is going to visit us. She and PhilJ.ip Just went
by on the main road but we are not going to the main arena to see her because we
harre been inforrrecl that she will yisit thc campsite next to ust We, of course,
will alL be there cheering l-ike mad.

tr'Ie have had remaricablc wcather - sunny days ancl ehilly nights but no rain,
the $nglish consi<ier i-'b a drought.

Yestcrday wc spcn', a wondcrful ti-ne w'ith a group -from England and Turkey.
lnic wcre j.nvited'bo tca, supper, and a campfire. Thcy danecd. lllrrkish danccs Lnd we
rcspond.r::d with a squ-arc dance donc vcry wel1, ioo.

Later i a E We ju.sb saw the Queen and Duke - oops - Prince Philip nour, and
are the boys all exeited. They were all able to ge'c pictures and she was most
loveIy. It was worth the ',,rip.

l{any of us have had sltght co}ds but the good weather r^rill soon clear these

We found ihai the Xnglish doctors are paid per boy per day so at first every-
was going i;o the hospit,al but now our own doctors check first before we send
boys up for fj.rsi aiil. hey are all wel-} eo::siclering thc grcat deal of travel
chaniie of environrncnt.
Jusi now a quai.nt lady fron Holland came in to rest her feet (there are loads

of people). Shc and Wi:s are talking coins.
Just like al-I Jamborees we have hundreds of visitors. The thlng that amazes

ne is the Scouiing ladies. They are fuJ.J"y uniforme,l and actively participate in
the Scoutirg activiti.es anri Training Courses. fhey swap patches etc. ;ust like
the boys: itts so rnuch fun to watch. I have never seen go many dlfferent uniforms
and an arnazed ai the li'ttle need for conr,iersation among the boys. The language
barricr is overcorrre b;r sinilsg, signs and l-aughs. Even or:r own boys are trara to
recognize - they wear'tams and all typcs of shjri;s, pants, etc. They would comc
home in a barrel- i,i we r"icr:ld leb then.

Lai;er - r:r'cning -'Ihc Leaders wcro inrrited over to the fndaba for a Campfire.
This is a separatc camp on a kind of co-e{iucational basis. Thcy have a gomints
canp and a ments canp and a central area. The ?roops are formed ririth both sexes
r+ho rneet in the cen''r,ra-1 area for program, feeding, etc. ?hey, of eourse, are
sr,rictly supervis,;ci and are all ad.rrlts (nost marriecl) and do a very fine job of
Scouting. The canpfire that we r,rere invi-ted to lras composed of about 1000 people
and featured folk dances from many countries. LaCy Baden-Powell- r^ras present and
spoke to the group, She looks quite spry and active and was interesting to meet,
After the campfire lre went back to one of the I'roop Areas and they had thejr own
canpflre. ?he wife of one of our British Scoutmasters ls in the Troop Bo the
invitation came through hirn and his wife.

Ali,hough things appear casuaJ- there is a great deal of quiet control-. you
iust dontt sta;,' up afteilIaps, eic. At the Ind.aba we never saw a couple alone and
aLl of the activities werc strietly Scouting.

We are planning to lnvite a Troop in for dinner and a campftre soon.
What a worlci this is here at Sutton Coldfield - groups and groups and groups

of fnciians, Finns, $triss, Gerrnans, Africans, Chinese, efu. etc. all marching and
singing aIL day longi all in costumes and unifoms rdith hundreds of different
hcadgears. Wc arc all wcII and haying a wonderful tj:ne.

Sutton Park

Forgct rahcre I was on the last epistle but I donrt remember telling about ourtour. Tttesday we went to Mansfield - a snrall mining ?rc&r Actually our group
r+cnt to K5-rkby-en-Ashby but wc got off at Mansficld and were met by cars io take
us to Kirkby. Herc r^rc wcre divided up with !'rcnch Scouts and assigned to guests
in small groups. Wc werc takcn around in several wa]rs r sone went-on walking
t_ours (cars arc scarcc), somc went -as a group and were entertained by the AoL!-y
club and some just werc taken into homes an* shourn around town. Believe it or i:ot




