
August 18, 1957
Dear Friends:

We are sailing up the Rhine and it is quite beautiful - steqp sided nith
glape fielde, castLes, towers, and pretty vilras. Itm sittlng blr the rail
with both movie and stiI.l cameras in readiness. ?he rain Ls itiff follow:i_rrg
us, about_I+ aays to date. Iicwever, as we are in buse6, trains or boats it
hasnlt held us up but is bad for color photography.

Last night we stayed ln Essen instead of Otrsseldorf and had the most ex-
travagant acconrnodations yet - single rooms rarith beautiful beds rith ej_der downqutlts and pillows - quite lush. We all had a large wash basin but in thctme Ehropcan style the most essential items are stil1 down the haLl narkedrrHefrenstr. We hg* been men, senors, etudent, gentlcmcn, monseurr and now heryeng.
Every so often the buscs would stop and if th; ptacc was deserted we rere
indiscrin:inatc.

Yesterday we left Amsterdan by bus and it was quite Late by the tirne we
rcached Essen. 411 of the fellows are well althougli Wes st11I tas an occasLonal
tcmperature and we gr:t him to bed right after the evening mea1. Speaking of
mealsl they have been excellent; good, wholesome and much better tiran avirage.

Beeause of thc fact that lre have hotel carcls to fill out enery day I have
Qpointcd Dave Jung as my pcrsonal Sceretary. Each day hc gets thb caids dis-tributed, fillcd out, and rcturned and has handled it cxcellently. The pcr-
sonality of all of these fellows is rea11y coming out. Tom Sho* gets s-o ex-cited he needs four hands to talk. ?he hlhitemans need a trailer ti carry theirgear, Steve Hanna did a terrific job at the Jamboree on distrlbution of iood andcontrol of cor,rm:issatYr Toni Carpenter got more out of the Jamboree than al1 othe,s
and can speak fluent French b3r now, Bon Depiaaza is doirrg a fire job as S.p.L.but usually has to be ar,rakened instead of waking us up. All of the felLows
are gnowing like weeds and real1y enjoying the trip.

?he cars, the people, the money and the storei ara major gources of wonder
and interest. We could buy prescnts by the ton but have littLe tj.me and of
course a limited amount of money. Things here on the whole arne cheap comparedto our prices but when you figure how nuch it eosts to mail it back br tfri problemof carrying a cuckoo c1ock, a drcsden vase, 3 pairs of dutch shoes and a Frinch
poodle lt makcs us pause and reconsj-der.

We all can scc now why peoplc comc to Eumpc. Thcre is so much to seo andit is all so cheap and dj,ffercnt, Iestcrday during a bus stop re bought a wholetin of assorted cookles (fiffea) ancl about 2 1bs. of deliciou-s cheese for a snackfor the ?roop and it eamc to 9 guilriers or a llttlc over $2.00.
Beeausc of the tight schedule today lre just had chureh seflriees(protestant)

on board and it was quite unlque to sail thrrcugh r:he beautiful vallcy and listento the old hyrnns sung by male voices.
Thls is a most terrific trlp - very beautifirl - all terraced gardens, orchanls,unlqle homes, eastles and busy bustling river trafflc. The cument is rrery fast

and boats passtng us rush by at startling rates.
We just pieked r:p a pilot becausc the curent is trickey and the cllffs narrow.

Tlrll iq the qpot where it is said the beautiful mermaid., Iori1et, lured sailors tothcir <icaths as they passcd her seated on the clif.f . A6out this time a s:mpLe-
Gcrman girl could cause a riot on boarrl thls ship.

Some of thc bgVs have been getting word frcm thc parents regarding theseltttle notes and -the parents enjoy them, Thanks tor abing a finE job.- I lonowii is Lots of work.
?his trip has bcen 'rorth evclXr bit of efforb and all the rnoney that it cost.If cveqr parcnt could takc this they would ncvcr hesitatc to send itretr sons,

Ihey l"carn much more than they realize both in hisiory and economics and alsoin learning to live togethcr and get a1ong.
More castles coming uF.

Best regarrls,
Bernard 0, liains



fhursday, August, 22rrd'
Dear i'riends:

Well we have had quite a time, lIe had quite a quick tr{p to Heldelberg and
there found ourselves in a student home (after an hot:r and half eearch). It na,s
clean and qulet but not as lavish as Esscn, Our spirits were rather 1or as we
wanted to shop and had lost so much time looking for our hotel but ue went out to
lunch and then back i;o plck up a coupLe of cameras that had been forgotten. We
d:iscorrered that another bus was there fu}l of (you riII never guess) gtrlsl llve
never seen a group pep up so quicklyl ?hey were &Ior:non girls frqn Utatr and had
been on tour since June. I 'i;alked to ttreir leader and pLanned an evening get to-
gether.

He toured Heidelberg and the castle and then shopped, and how ttrey ahop,pedt
You nouLd thLnk they were gi-ving things arraJr. ActuaS-ly they bought Little for
themsel-ves and many presen'r,s. Hint - parents bei;ter be tirere to rneet them.

After supper we planned to go out to an inn with the girls (tney were older
than our boys but gi-ad to see American bqrs). As the girls could not use alcoholics
and our feJ-lows couldnlt it worked out well and tirey had a swell tj:ne. Actually
the place was crowded and it nerrer really got far but at leasi they had a charce
to talk. that night Wes was quite iIl and we got a German Doctor who could pre-
scribe some medj-sine and we rrade plans to leave hiir loehi-nd. f 'spent mosf, of the
evenlng vrith the doctors ard agreed to s'i:ay behj-nd.

The next day +3s group left right after brealdas'i, and I went into tolm. After
nuch delSberation I cancclled the hospital arangement r+e had rnade because tJes was
nueh betier and for the firsi tjrne in several days haC no tenqleratrrre. f left hirn
in bed a'l'l morrring and Lhe American F,:cpress picked us up at 1:00 P.M., got us on
the Rh-lnegold &cpress and ne arri.ved in Lucerne aheaci of the bus.

the bus had made a longer trip but the needed rest and medi.cine was just what
Wes needed and he is fj.ne now. We were woruied but he is 0.K. They were afrald
pleurisy would develop but caught it just in time.

Fortunately 'i:itis has been our only serious illness and because I as a parent
was along we lrere able to handle it without putting him in a hospital. If it had
been any other we could not have taken the risk as it is the parentts decision if
there is any doubt that decides.

Early the next day we took the most beautiful trip you can ever imagine. We
took a 13 hour bus ride over the mountaln passes through the heart of the Alps.
It is ittpossiblc to dcscribc the beauty of such a trip. W dayt" end we nere out
of fibn as the sun finally cane out after 18 drys of rain and overcast,

they have spccial busscs vrith 8 speeds fo::v,rard, the wheel on the right (to
see the edge) and a more powerful motor. They are irso narower. We rreit W and
up and up lnt,o thc most are inspiring hcights. Thc roads cut back and forth and
we could Look up or down and see all of ttre buses. Wc roIled thc roof back and
tgokp1eturesoutoftheroof,outofthewindows,atevcryst9p'

We stopped at the Rhone Glacier and here is a smal-l glft shop and you can
walk right into the Glacierl Did')rou ever walk into a block of ice? It is
beautj-ful - coolr green color"ed and r+et. As we came out so did the sun revea'ling
more peaks that we couldnlt see before. It was by far the tr-tghlight of the trip.
After a marvelou,s lunch we agai-n toured through mountains and orrer passes to
Montteuxn

Our hoteL at Lucerne was outstandlng but the half (we often are dlvided at
hoteJ.s) that got to the Palace reaIly had thelr eyes opened. It was fj-Lled rtth
elderly people ln furs . ?hey had chamber music after dinner, Strangely enough
they seem to enjoy seelng the boys and many people ask us about our trip, where
we are from, etc.

Today we sJ.ept late and took our bus to Oeneva, t{ice trlp corqpletely eround
the lake end a chance to see the Errr^opean section of the United Nations. The
buildtngs are beautiful and the vler is outstanding. Just as we wer€ leaving ttre
haze cleared and we could see !lt. Blanc, e]} snow covered and majeetic in the
distanee.

If we did no more than see Slrl.tzerland lt was well worth the trtp,



on the traln to LeHarve
Aug. 26, L957

Dear Friends:- -W;11 ii""" ir the last eplstle! We have had a whale of a tine in Paris and
at 7:30 are alL on the last train before Loading on the boat, After leaving
Sr+itzerl-and. ue arriveci late in Parj-s (about 11130). The next norning we and
1600 ottrer Scouts and Leaders tried to shop. 0f course rde ldere aJJ given the
same suggested places to shop in so you carl imagine the crowd in the fer shops.
We tried to get an elbow in a perfure shop bnrt it was no use what uith fifty
or sixty Scouts getting squirted ln a 2O x 20 room it snelled llke a cornbined
wedding, funeral and flooer show. Drring the afiernoon and followlng day re
toured Verseilles, ELffel ?ower, Notre Dane, St. Chape11e, Napoleants Tomb, and
aII major points of Paris. The evenings were free and the fellows had a ba]l.

Some of our overall i:npressions might be of interest. Please remember these
of course are my own or other individualsl and not necessarily any'one boyrs.
We uere parti.cularly impressed vrlth the rebuilding job going on in Giirmany,
Essen, Drsseldorf and Manheim (which only Wes & I saw) are almost eompletely
restored with litt1e evidence of the terrific (75%) bomb damage. Tlre new
stores are nodern, efficient arxl extremely weIL stoeked with goods of excellent
quaS-ity at very reasonable prices.

Paris and London are fal1-ing far behird. london is slowly repairing but
not agg::essively. Paris is not t,akin€i acivantage of its tremendous beauty and
although it had little damage we felt it could have used sorne in man;r places,
Prices are high.

Sr'ri+,zer1and is a drearr - beautiful, p5-cture$que, eostly but reasonably so
and everywhere was evidence of tremendous preparedness. Fortresses dug into
the mountains w:ith enough fooct and supplies for firre ]rears of siege. Every
able rnan is trained ancl every Sundqy they shoot for practice. A good lesson
here - freedom has to be constantly fought for and can never be taken for
granted. Swiss, Gerrnans and Dutch gave the impression of possessing great
powers of work rshere the English, French ard Belgians seem less so. Impres-
sions fron others that toured elsewhere seerred .oo confirm this and those thet
saw Italy say it, too, is beautiful.

To ihe parents - Pleasc try to meet yor:r sons, In most cases they have
rnj.ssed you and have nany presents which, !f not appropriate, at least shor
evidence of consideration. Most of the fellows have spent all they had and
borrored more (if thry could). Dontt scold - there was rnuch to see and bqy.
PLease remember he is not the same boy that left. Ttre sare in nany rays but
not in all ways. hnlt pre6s hi* for detaiLs. These w:.tll.c-@e"Jatef-:----.-
especially as pictures are developed. Fiis pictures wil1 not be good, in nost
cases they r,rerc made under ttre poorcst coxiitions. We had rain practlcally a1I
ttre way or overcast skies and rrucb was iaken t&rough windor^rs and from novirg
buses or trains.

I hope you will feel as I do that we had a grand bunch of fellows, sqrertor
to many others, and that the trip was weIL worth aIL the energy, time and noney
that you and I and the boys put lnto the trip.

Beet regards and goodbyc,

Barny Hains



0ur^guide (on our bl") Jrras ner and couLd speak Little Engltsh so on the way
back ?oni Carpenter sat in the guidets seat and translated at1 the things the bus
driver told us about the area and its history. It was fun.

?onight we are all r"esting for another shopping spree ln the norning and
then at 2100 P.M. off to gay Pareet

We are alL looking fonrard to Paris but more to getting back home - we aF€
about toured out. It will be good to get back to a hanrburger and a milk shake
and cold milk (pasteurized) and be able to use good o1d American dollars instead
of gullders, shlllings, marks, francs, etc. Besldes wetre all brroke.

We are all well and looking for:nard to seeing the Statue of Liberty and our
parents and friends' 

Best regards_ frrcm aIr,
Bernard C. Hains

.ff-{*-a4;i--ffi€.***rG-'.-ffi

c0PY 0F A TETTER RECEIVED By Ti-tE UNCLE SAI{ CoUI{CIL, B.S.A,

Augus'b 2B, L957

We have been advi$edras of today, the arrival- schedule of the ship that is
transpori;ing the Jubilee Jamboree Contingent back to the United States.

FAlNSEA - September ! * Pier #l+2 (at the foot of
Morton Street)

The ship is scheduled to dock between 9100 and 10:00 A,M.

- Parents may be adrrised of this arrival time with the additional informationthat if there is any ehange in this arrival schedule, this office will notify
Councils coneerned on 1\resclay, September 3rd.

fnfor:nation can be obtained after that date by contactiqg the Sitmar
steamship Lines in Nen York city - telephone JUdsbn 6-2505.

UilIGHT M. BAMSAI
REGIONAT SCOUT E]GCUTIIE

The Uncle Sam Council, B.S.A. hrill not be contacting you again so for any

furttrer information calL your or4rn Council Office on T\resday, Septenrber 3rd.

I urderstand. that the New York Times and Herald Tribune carry arrival times

of ships.

uNclg sAI{ couNcIL, B.S.A,

I

I


