
0n boab between Dover and Brussels

Dear Friendsr

Well as usual I canlt remember what I trave already written so w111 either
omit or repeat somethS-ng.

The rain has no"b Campenerl spirits or enthusiasm. ?he only problem is that
we harre no chance to dry clothcs so we rionrt wash them.

Well the Jamborec ,::ndcd in a high, inspirational note. The last night r+e
threw a dinncr - hamr swect potatoes, pincapplc t c*&. for the three erglish ?roopsthat put us up in th.-: bcginning and havr: uecn or:r closc friends crrer sincc.
Following thc meal ihe ?roops formeci and w'ith sonc of the adults frqn the Indaba,
t+ho had cntcrtaincd us, wc fornccl colurnns of fcnrrs but complctely nixcd, the
nnglish and Americans narching fi"ith their friencls and off rue wenl to th6 Arena as
one group of friends. 'ntre interlocked arms and on the twelfth step of the march dida fonuard, back, side, together step, making the r,rhole thing loolr sqnerahat like adance. it was fun and reaily port::ayed the friencship theme.

At the k"l3 th91e was a procr:ssion of flags of -a:: 
natj-ons follored by

Mrs. Badcn-Powel.1' .,She did a grand i9b : speaklng first in Eng[sh and ttreir trrench,she used the theme ltThc cnrt is only the b=giruringu to leavc r iuif irigh p"i;;t-i"the Jarnborec.
Fo1l-owirg this cvcryone again linked ar.ns, conpletcly mixed and. marched out in

qrguPs of 12116, or 2C. Thcy sang and narched all Lvcr tirc grounds singing andjcining new groups for ovcr an hour. It was quitc a tirne.
As i';e wcre a-li packcC wc wcnt lqgk and, by Dro-arroflgemcnt, again slept wigrthe English Troops. Fortunatcly it did not-rairralthough it sta;red ovcreait andthreatening.
We sold all of our mal,crial lo the boys both by priority and finally byauction and then aivid.cd thc raoncy b,,;29 and rcburnccl it io thcm. l,s most otihen wentcd somc Frcnch nroncir wc changcd it to Francs and paid thc::: in Franc$.It was {unly to watch thr:n try to figure how mueh tncy gct baek; (it was uo*"irrrng,

around $12) but in Francs ran quite iiigh.
Prior to the iast day some of the fellows tourecl a group of castles and someof us l'rent to Stroi,tfoxi on Avon. 0f all Troops I belleve we saw as much or moreof Bngland than tl.ie others.
The ciay before yesterday r,re aruived in London and the fellows all did sone-thing different bu-t rnost of then saw the main points and many eurrent shonrs.
One of the thirrgs they quickly discovercil'rras thai an Alnerican cent ls the

same sizc and lreighi as the E:g1ish sixpence and it, l,rorks in all slot rnaehines.
{s the sixpence j-s used l-ike a dlne thqr reaI1;, cleaned up. Thr- best deal theyfound was a subr,ray iickct, and three pence changc -for I Anr-crj-ean eent. It is glodthat wc lcft rshen we Cicl or Er:glanri would bc back in dcbt ancl sending-
nore emissarics o-rrr fo:' a loanl

Wc arc all i,1 gooci hcaith although rr:any sti1l have a cough that just wonrtleave us until r.'le hit warmor weatlB r. Our Troop e.rc rcaI1y a good bunch andd9 t'he right ti:ings and havc fun doi-ng then. Irrn glad thai we-worked hard jnthc bcginning.

Best regards to all,
Bernard C. Hains



?.
the bolrs lorred the informality and eame back much Snpressed with British hospi-
tality' Steve Hanna and I were entertained by the Scoutmaster and his son, Ihe
pecple owned a 3L Austin r+rith a rurable seat ancl as they took us back to the
station Sterre sat on the back of the seat waving to people along the road. Ii
caused euite a stirt

At thc station it looked as though we were leaving for warrall of the friends
and hosts wcre dorn thcre and they were elose to tcars as we puiJ.ed away.

Thc next day two of thc fcllows and one of thc g:ir1s cane donr to see us and
agatn told us trow much thcy enjoyed our visi-t. It seems that this r,ras the most
excitement they had had in a long time, f askecl to see the kitchen and you would
not believe ttrey could get a meal - one small cupboard, a sink and, drain and a
small stove were about all they had. No refrigerators or washing machines, drlrers,
freezers or dish washers to be founcl, even in ttre best homes and of course no
central heating of any kind,

Wednesday tie had invitations to Eee a Rugby match. Again a great welcome.
They met the gang (I stayed behind to wateh cami) rlttr a ftfty Bafo ant paraded,
them through the town. ttrey gave them snacks to eat during the galne, etc. apd
tea follor.ring.

Tod,ay we are preparing bean hole beans for a party tonlght. We have been
treateci royally ever}'night by other leaders ard aye trying to return the favor.
Dave Chanberla;in started a fire in the pit early this mornj-ng and the bears were
put in as soon as the stones that lined the pit sizzlecl. Bill Slocum and I dug
the pit and lined it yesterday. Dave is opening the pit nor (at 2:00) to check
the progress. 0f course there is a large crowd gathered to see what lt looks like.
We have had 1iteraIly thousands of visitors anci they all want our autographs,
This is a ceaae hererregardl-css what you write they are satisfied because- they
never look at it onee thcy gct it. The main j-dea is to dj-sturb or intemupt you
not to mcet you or talir to you or to find out wherc you ere from.

Yesterday several of the English fell-ows came o'\,',er and we put them to work
signing books. Just got a report on the beans - they are coming along fine,

W 1ne wayr I\resday nlght it rained cats, dogs, and Iittle fishei. ttre grourdjust couldnlt soak it up anci some of the camps were swamped. Sna1l 1akes foried
in every hollow and we ivere visited about 20 times by the English groups to see j.f
we were all right. f.guess they thought we would. bc frightened bui aciually we
had been expectrng rain and took it as a matter of fact. the papers tried io
make a great deal of it. The English papers havc so 1itt1c of lnterest that thcy
have to make everything as spectacular as they ean. We actually had no d.amage.
Ihe tents flooded but the felIor+s were in bed and just mwed to higher spots and
waited j-t out. ftre only ones that really had trouble in our ?roop were ihe onesthat kept runntng around and so got wet. We of eourse got ou.n fe-et soaked golng
from tent to tent but we were among the luekiest of all the camps beJ-ng almost -
irieally situated, on high ground i-n a grassy area.

Aside frcrn a few eoughs we are all doing quite well eonsiclering the travel,
changes and eondj-tions.

Saturday we are planning to go to Dudley. Ihe t{ayor has issued a special
invitation to our tboop. I,{e w'i11 be scnt a bus and tour a castle (now turnedinto a zoo) and have tea at the Mayorts restdence. our major probien is tryingto neet all the social engagements, We also had some tiekets for a Shakesplar6an
play but they arrtved after we had comrnitted ourselves to ihe 1,layor.

Best regards,

Bernard C. Hains


