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THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

CENTRAL LODGE 

at 

Camp Russell 

1959 1962 



Commander Steve Gilles 

of Seabees Division 

3-31, Utica, N. Y. lays 

first cornerstone of 

foundation. 

American Hardwall and 

Plaster Company pours 

first footing for Cen­

tral Lodge late in 1959. 
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Tom Pratt and Ilion Scouters 

fill around foundation and 

leve 1 floor. 

George Wells and Bob Fager 

and other Ilion Scouters 

do likewise. 



By 1960 the frame of 

the building begins 

to take shape_ 26 

feet by 81 feet. 

The kitchen wing in 

the T-shaped struc­

ture also doubles as 

carport for camp 

truck. 



u. S. Navy Seabees 

start early in the 

spring of 1961 to 

complete the fram­

ing and floor. This 

is the kitchen wing. 

Bob Wheeler ands. 

E. Coutant fell and 

prepare white pines 

for front porch 

supports. 



View of frame com­

pleted looking East. 

The framing of the 

trusses was only Job 

requiring professional 

labor. 

75 yards of concrete 

were poured at one 

time, to form the floo~ 

by the Seabees. 



Scouters from Jordanvllle 

and VanHornesville prime and 

paint the 84 windows. 

Scouters from Jordanville 

led by Scoutmaster Lew 

Royce are completing the 

sanding of the 96 benches 

and 24 tables. 



Jimmy Legg from 

East Herkimer and 

Bob Wheeler grade 

around the Lodge. 

Work parties in the 

dead of winter 1961 

set and plumb all 

the windows. 



Remis from Ilion 

completes the plumb­

ing. The first drop 

arrives from the 

pumphouse. 

Jack Bergin and Van­

Hornesville masons 

put up blocks on big 

fireplace on north 

side 

Frank Young leads 

a roofing "B". 



Navy Seabees cut styro­

form to insulate the new 

walk-in freezer. 

Rear view of kitchen shows 

sheathing on. Over 480 

Scouts and leaders have 

helped build the Lodge on 

countless weekends. 



Little Falls and Dolgeville 

carpenters putting on the 

finish siding; California 

redwood. 

Over 8,000 feet of white 

pine and black cherry logs 

went into the inside trim. 

Herb Engert of Herkimer 

sawed the logs. 



Navy Seabees muster at 

8:00 A. M. in spring of 1962. 

The almost completed build­

ing will look like this. 

The first meal was served 

on July 9, 1961 to the 

first week campers. 
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Siltli ol-nnual 
RECOGNITION DINNER 

AND 
DEDICATION OF 

THE CENTRAL LODGE 

CAMP RUSSELL -:· WOODGATE, N. Y. 

Owned And Operated By 

GENERAL HERKIMER COUNCIL, INC. . 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



Oct. 

Jµly 

THE CAMP RUSSELL STORY 

1918 - Samuel F. Russell, late of Ilion 
New Yor·k, formed a membership 
corporat.ion known as Camp 
Russell, Inc. to receive as a 
gift soll).e. land on White Lake- at 
Woodgate, New York for the ,1se 
of the Boy Scouts of AmerAca. 
His interest in Scouting stemmed 
from a "Good Turn" done by a 
Boy Sc9ut. 

8, 1919 - Samuel T. Russell built a mess 
hall, headquarters building, 
storehouse and garage and deeded 
15 acres of land on the lake•• 
"a camp for the work of the Boy 
Scouts of ,.America", to Camp 
~usse11 ·, Inc. , 

1919 - First summer camp opened for 4 
weeks with scouts from Utica and 
Rome in Oneida County and Herki­
mer County. 

1920 - Herkimer County Council was dis­
banded due to lack of funds and 
Upper Mohawk Council in Utica 
used Camp Russell virtually 
alone for 7 years. Fort Stan­
~ix Counc 11 at Rome boug·ht · Camp 
Kingsley and left Camp Russell. 

Mar. 11, 1927 1- General Herkimer Council~ ·1nc. 
was organized with a total · 
membership of\ 1,50 Scouts and 

· returned to Camp Russe 1 r for 
summer camping~ 

._ 
1929 · - Samuel T. Russell passed away 

leaving 4 children. 

CAMP RUSSELL STORY 

Sept. 15, 1931 - The Russell heirs gave some 
adjacent land on White Lake 
to Camp Russell. 

Sept. 

May 

1932 - The Russell heirs again do­
nated more adjacent land on 
the shores of White Lake. 

1939 - Upper Mohawk Council bought 
Camp Ballou and withdrew 
from Camp Russell, Inc. 
leaving Camp Russell solely 
for the use of Herkimer 
Counc 11 Scouts. 

7 I 1945 - Camp Russell, Inc. purchased 10 
acres additional land reforested 
with white pine for $300.00 from 
the Russell heirs. 

June 7, 1946 -- Camp Russe 11, Inc. purchased 
Russell Island for $700.00 from 
the Russell heirs. 

Sept. 

Nov. 

March 

1947 -

1947 -

1949 

Camp Russell, Inc. purchased 
acres of the pine plantation 
$600.00 from Russell heirs 
making a total of 50 acres. 

20 
for 

Camp Russell purchased the Charles 
McHarg cottage and lot for 
$1,500.00 for use as the Health 
Lodge. 

Camp Development Plan was drawn 
up by National Council Division 
of Engineering and Camp 
Development Committee. 

. 1956 - Freak windstorm destroys 
dining hall. 



CAiw> RUSSELL STORY 

1957 · --146 acres on south side of Route 
28 deeded to Camp Russell, Inc. 

· by the Ru·ssell heirs. (Total · 
acreage now over 180). 

Mar. 6, 1957 - Camp Russell, Inc. became co­
, operator under Foreit Practice· 
Act of State of New York. 

Nov . 

Apr .• 

Nov. 

1959 -

26, 1960 -

1960 -

Ne~ York State Cdnservatfon Dept. 
provided.hours of planning and 
research to develop a Land 
Management Plan for forests, 
soil, fish and.game; the purpose 
being nto create an interest and 
knowledge of problems and · 
t~chniques in soil and water 
conservation, forestr,Y, wildlife 
management, wood products, utili- · 
z4tion, recreation, rustic 
structures, protecti on from 
trespass, fire, insects and 
disease''. 

Camp Russell was cit~~ by Easte~n, 
Loggers AssocJation for be s t 
uti li za t ion oi for ~ti pr oducts 
an~ land m~na gement . 

.... f ' 

Order of ·the· Arrow built 3 
Pat r o l Shelters and Herkimer 
Rotary coristiucted leinto ind , 
boathouse · · 

1960 - Thinned & developed .yilla·ge 
sites. 

1961. ·- Original <;amp Development Plan· 
brought up to date. Many civic 
groups, fireme~, · labor unions, 
corporations, farmers and con­
tractors spent money, time and 

, 

materials to complete Camp 
Russell Development Plan. 

1961 - The Hoard Memorial Fund of the 
Nellie H. Weaver Estate donated 
$25,000.00 in Central Lodge de­
velopm~nt. u. s. Navy Seabees 
Division 3-31, with machinery 
from Griffiss Air Base contribute 
two weekends each year to com­
plete the Central Lodge, in 
cooperation with over 480 Scout­
ers, friends, lumbermen and 
builders. 

Oct. 14, 1961 - Camp Russell received Department 
of Agriculture 1962 award for 
"Outstanding conservation 
achievements through their 
exceptional contributions to th~ 
conservation of natu~al resourcei~ 

Oct. 1961 - 11A Man Planted Trees" - article 
in Scouting Magazine. 

Winter 1962 - Operation' 11 lumberjack 11 • Scouts 
and Scouters selectively thinned 
8,000 feet of white pine and 
black cherry from a small area 
of the camp. Herkimer County . 
lumbermen and manufacturers 
turned these logs into boards · 
which were put on the new Central 
Lodge. Plantations begun by 
Samuel T. Russell 50 years ago are 
now under intense management and 
will provide the wood for build­
ing projects in future years. 

June 16, 1962 - Central Lodge dedicated at 35th 
· Annual Recognition Dinner. This 

modern facility provides a train­
ing base, outfitting base and 
summer dining hall seating 275 
Scouts and Leaders. New water 
system, gas and electric will · 
provide ample utilities for 25 
years to come. 



PROGRAM 

35th Annual Rtcognition Dinner 

and 

Dedicatibn of the Cent~al Lodge 

Sat. June 16, 1962 

Camp Russ.ell Woodgate,. N. Y. 

Tour of Camp Russell conducted bys. E. 
COOTANT i Camping Comm! t t .ee 

Ma,ter of Ceremonies JOHN W. BERGIN, 
President 

OPENING CEREMONY 

Invocation 

Dinner 

Singing 

Introduction of Guests 

· Report of Camp 
Development 

Recognition of Donors 

' 

Rev. ARTHUR lACEY 
lli~n Baptist Church 

Mrs. JAMES KEEFE 

FRANK DeVITO 
·. Camp Russe 11 

· Program Director 

~E SEHHna Jtih}\ f3eqm 
Executive Board 

ROBERT WHEELER 

EDMUND P. RICH 
Finance Chairman 

PROGRAM . 

Dedication of Central 
· Lodge 

Three-Year Training 
Awards 

Coming Events 

Recognition of Scout­
·ing1s Leaders 
. . 

Silver Beaver 
Presentation 

DAVIDE. SNYDER 
Executive Board . 

kCBER'f J}?/,MAf PJPh"'-} 1 n 
Training .E ha f r mfttl 

THEODORE E. ·RUSSELL 
Scout Executive 

;f!IJJL A66fl.lJIS J•Wi~~/;,~.'1 
G ounc I J eoo!io I s:s:i 

\ 

ROBERT WOODRUFF 
Tralning'Chairman 

Address A- I ;b VICTOR SIUJtF, 
Wc,oAt~ · ~eput¥ ·G emmlss loner 

New York State 

Benediction and ~ 
Closing 

Assisting on Dinner 
and Awards 

Waiters 

· ~ 

Con ervation Dept. 

Rev·. ARTHUR lACEY 
Ilion Baptist Church 

Kamargo. Lodge 
Order of the Arrow 

DAVID . WELlS, Chief · · . 
ERNEST WILSON,Advisor 

Recent-Eagle Scouts 
. of · · 

General Herkimer Cou'nc tl 



T H E P ~U R P O S E. , .. 
Ca~p Russ~li •• ~~ •• Woodgate~ N. Y. 

C>.vned and oper~ted by General. }ie_r'klip~r Council 

Boy Scoµts -of Amer lea ·. · 

• 
Camp Rtissell i~ the year-around camp of 

the Genera 1 Herkim~r Council serving ·bQys ir1 
Herkimer County and the northern part of 
Otsego County. Bec~use of its several pur­
PO$es, it can be consideied a Reservation 
more than simply a camp. The long-range aim 
of the c~mp is: 

.. 1. TQ develop boys into men of good 
characters prepared for useful and 
participating citizenship. 

2. 

3. 

To develop in boys physical fitness 
for a full and significant life. 

To develop in boys an appreciation 
of the out-of-doors and a recogni-
tion of his partnership with God. 

The immediate aim of the camp is to · 
· provide: 

1. Weekend year-around camping by 
Troops and Explorer Posts. 

2. 

3. 

u.. 

Long term Summer Camp for Troops 
· (200 per week capacity). 

Cub Pack picnic areas. 

Adult Leader Training Center. 

5. A Base Camp for trips to Adiron­
dack trails and Canoe Routes. 

/, 

O F FI C E RS 

' JOHN W. BERGIN Pres id.en t 

HON. EDMUND A. McCARTHY Vice-President 

JOHN MURPHY 

KENNETH TILLINGHAST 

PAUL AGRELIUS 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 
. ' ' Council Commissioner 

National Council Representatives 

GEORGE A. SEHRING A. C. BENJAMIN 

BOARD MEMBERS 

ANDERSON, GEORGE 
AUSPELMYER; DONALD 
BEST, W. A. 
BLUMBERG , ARNOLD 

· BURGESS, ROGER 
CHAP IN , MAYNARD L. 
GOLDEN, HAROLD T., M.D. 
HESS, EDWARD L. 
HORTON , JOSEPH 
. JAMES, CLARENCE 
',JORDAN, MYRON 

LITTLE, ANDREW 
' RASCH, RICHARD 

RICH , ebMUND 'P. 
RICH , WEBSTER C. 
SNYDER, DAV IDE. 
TEALL, FREDERICK 
TIJRNER , . AR THUR H. 
WHEELER , ROBERT 
WOCORUFF, ROBERT 
YOONG, J . FRANK 
YULE, . CLARENCE 

THEODORE E. RUSSELL, . Scout Executive 

D E D I C A T 1 0 N 

To .the Unit Leaders . of .,General Herkimer .Council 
. wh~~-through countless hours .of unselfish ser- · 
vie~ ,to youth, are insuring the future of our . 
c oun t.:r y. · 

• 
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841,000 ronstruction for Scouts 

Machinery Roars in Camp 
By BOB PRYOR 

Camp Russell, White Lake 
—The roar and clank of heavy 
construction machinery shat­
tered the quiet of the Adiron­
dack Mountains here yester­
day as a dream began taking 
the fornt of reality. 

The Seabees had moved in 
to begin what will eventually 
be a dining and recreation 
hall with a value of some $41,-
000 for Camp Russell, the 
General Herkimer Boy Scout 
Council summer camp on 
White Lake. 

I t was just one more ex­
ample of what men will do 
to insure that khaki-clad 
kids in Herkimer County 
will have the finest summer 
camp In the Adirondacks. 
Construction Battalion (CB) 

Division 3-31 of the Naval 
'Reserve, Utica, made up of 
skilled construction m e n , 
moved in Thursday evening. 
They will be on the job until 
tonight. 

B E Y O N D * the Seabees 
tremendous contribqtion there 
are these items: 

Myron Jordan, Richfield 
Springs architect, designed 
the building and drew the 
blueprints; American Hard-
wall Plaster Co., Mohawk 
and Utica, gave 3,000 
cement blocks plus timbers 
salvaged from a burned out 
building, for the foundation. 
S. E. Coutant, state forester 

from Herkimer, has selectively 
marked trees that will be cut 
by the Northern Lumber Co., 
Poland, and then hauled to 
their plant to be cut into in­
terior and exterior siding for 
the shaped building. 

Finally, over the next year 
some 100 Scouters (adults) 
will give up several weekends 
to build the ^Central Lodge,*' 
as it wil l be called. 

Estimated cost is $41,000 
but the Council expects to 
spend only about $1,600—all 
because of men interested in 
the welfare of boys. 

Tbe new:^building will re­
place tlie dining and^ fecrea-1 
iion hall thai cav^d in figpi | 
the weight, of snow on its i 
ropf three ^ears ago. 

The story of volunteers a;nd 
Gamp Russell is much longer, 
however, and involves many 
people. 

Item: The Herkimer Rotary,j 
Club built a waterfront boat; 
slielter and life guard tower 

VOLUNTEERS AT WORK . . . Camp Russell, White Lake, took on the appearance of a 
battlefront construction scene of World War II yesterday as the local Seabees moved in 
to work for a weekend on new buildings at the scout camp. (Photos by Dante Tranquille, 

this spring. Last year they 
built an Adirondack lean-to. 

Item: The Middleville Vol­
unteer Fire Department cut 
logs to make an ''outpost 
camp" on an island in White 
Lake and then floated them 
to the island.. They will soon 
build an Adirondack lean-to 
on the island. 

Item: The Mohawk Volun­
teer Fire Department com­
bined with the troop com-
rhittee of Troop 22, East Her­
kimer, to construct a rifle 
range building this spring. 

Item: K a m a r g o Lodge, 
Order of the Arrow, honorary 
Scout group, under Robert 
Fistic, its chief, last weekend 
built * new two-way en­
trance frbm Rter 28 into the 
camp. M i c h a e l Denapole, 
Fairfield farmer, provided 
and operated a bulldozer. 
Tbese Scouts also built nine 
new latrines, using railroad 
ties given by the New York 
Central Railroad. Other camp 
preparation is being done by! 
them. I 

• • • ' 
A N O T H E R newly com-

pieted fe^»^f»e-'fg-• -w-i^^ 
shelter that will hold 40 boys. 
When partially completed, 
the father of one of the 
scouts at camp asked about 
the materials needed for com­
pletion. Next morning they 
arrived, paid for by the father, 
who wished to remain anony­
mous. 

Incidentally, the shelter 
was designed by the camp 
committee and when a rep­
resentative of the State 
Cbnsei-vation Department 
saw it, he asked for the 
plans. Now, the department 
has decided to build a num­
ber of them in state parks 
across the state. 
Another project that will 

soon become a reality at 
Camp Russell is an authentic 
Indian village. Seven huge tee­
pees (16-feet in diameter with 
22-feet high poles) are now 
being built to be used at the 
National Jamboree in Colo­
rado Springs this summer by 
County Scouts. 

After that they will be re-
turhed to' Camp Russell to 
form "Mohawk Village" 
which will house 28 hoys. 

• • • 
IT IS ' worth all of the 

trouble? 
An emphatic "yes'* is given 

by looking at 1960 season 
registration figures. Already, 
35 of the 40 Scout troops in 
the Council have "signed" for 
summer camping. That means 
more th^-SOO TTeyy^^vnlT-u^ 
the facilities this year. And 
the Council is growing yearly, 

Ted Russell, Council scout 
executive, will be camp direc­
tor tliis summer, the 43rd that 
the camp has been in , opera­
tion. 

When all of the projects 
are completed within a 

year, some $50,000 ŵ orth of 
building will have been 
done at a fraction of the 
cost./ 
The Indian village will have 

a value of more than $800 
and the boat shelter and tower 
wil l have a value of more 
than $3,000. 

DEEP DIGGERS . . . Utica area Seabees went deep yester­
day as they laid the foundation for a new lodge room at 

Camp Russell. 



FOKTY MEIN in uniform, members of U. S. Navy 
Seabee Reserve Division 331, reported at Camp Rus­
sell over the weekend to help complete a new dining 
room and other projects for the Boy Scout facility. 
In top picture, James Legg is shown operating a 
bulldozer donated by S. C. Legg, East Herkimer, to 
handle grading for the building as a foundation goes 
up nearby; middle picture shows some of the Sea-
bees putting up kitchen partitions and finishing the 
floor; below, Navy cooks in charge of Sal Dardano, 
middle, prepare a hearty meal for the workers. The 
Rotary boat house and a big fireplace are nearly 
completed. Commander Stephen Giles of New Hart­
ford headed the contingent- Commander Edmund 
"mllendar, TTcrl'lmer, is project officer. 
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