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1. The basic woods tools used for the prepara-
tion of frewood and in other woodcroft skills
are the ¥ ax, the hand ox, the bow saw,
and the jockkaife. The use of these woods
ool fakes place primarily in and around thy
patrol and troop campsite whether it be
camp or on the frail and in special
and compralt projects.

Woods tools areas are conveniently |
near the patrol cooking fly or near the Schut-
master's fent on the troop campsite. A 4! fo
6 log, 6” to 8" in diometer, serves os o
quard and chopping block for splitting and
sawing. Additional logs may be provided for
prodice.

Although there are many different types of
each of these four basic woods fools, in Scout-
ing the hand ox is colled the Scout ax; ond
Y ax may be either the Super-Scout ax or
the heavier Explorer ax; the bow sow is the
247 Bushman saw, the 21” Bushman all-pur-
pose saw, or the Safold folding saw; ond the
Scout pocketknife is the standard jockknife.

2. In teaching the correct use of woods fools,
the steps in the preparation ond working up
of firewood provide  logical teaching pro-
gression. Begin by cutting down o small deod
tree or cotting off o dead bronch obout 2"
10 4” in diameter. The bow saw does the best
job and leaves o flat stump cut lose to the
ground or o clean limb cut. Always undercut
bronches before cutting them off o avoid
stripping bork-and permanently injuring the
free.

3. After_drogging the tree or limb o the
patrol site, it is trimmed with on ax or hand
ox. To trim off limbs, stand on the opposite
side of the trunk o limb and chop foward
the top. If o hond ox is used, kneel down to
Your work and chop with one or two hands

o
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4. Loy the main trunk ocross the chopping
4 log or crossed stokes driven in the ground.
Holding it with your foot, using long, siraight
strokes with your bow sow, cut it info fire-
wood lengths. The bow saw is o simple and
effcient tool for this type of cutting, particu.
larly for beginners.
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5. Smaller branches are easily cut up with an
ax or hond ox by using the contact method,
Hholding the branch in one hand, the ox in
the other. Ploce the blade on top of the
bronch on a slant 1o the grain rather than
sraight across. Bing both down firmly on the
chopping log.

6. Spit larger pieces of fiewood with an ax
by placing them ogainst the chopping log.
Keep hands low ond feet well seporated be-
hind the chopping log. The chopping log may
be set slightly in the ground or pegged fo
keep it from rolling.

7. Use contoct method with the ax or hand ox
to split firewood into kindling. Kneel down fo
work.

8. Fuzz sticks or shavings ore mode from sticks
of kindling and are used for starting fires in
wet weather when naturol tinder is not
available.

9. To carry ox around comp, casp the handle
next 1o the oxhead with the bit focing out
from the body and down, handle to the rear.
To carry o hond ax ploce your hand around
the head, handle down, bit fo rear. To carry
on ax for any distance, use o sheath and put
it in your pock—no on your belt.

10. Poss an ox by halding the handle neor
the knob, axhead down, and passing o the
other person with bit focing out between the
two of you, at right angles Be coreful when
passing ax and be sure receiver hos o firm
grip before you let go of it

11. There are severol easy methods of filing
your ax. First, be sure your ox is held firmly
by a buddy on o flat surfoce such as a log or
table. The ax should be filed away from the
bit. File with straight strokes working along
the bit from one side to the other. Ax should
be honed after filing.

To hone your ax, hold the axhead in one
hand with the handle up. Rub the stone over
the edge of the bit from side to side. Tun
the ax over, handle down, and repeat.

12. Keep your axes and saw “muzzled” when
not in use. Stick your axes in the chopping
block with the hondle running up the log.
When you have finished using your axes or
wish o pack them, put them back in their
sheaths, To protect both the bow sow blode
and the person carrying the saw, fosten o
piece of old gorden hose, splt open 1o fit over
the blade. The biode may also be wrapped
with heavy cardboard. When not n use, place
ax sheath or bow saw cover in your pocket or
pock so they wil not be lost. In comp, hang
your bow sow in a protected spot off the
ground.




