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Off Limils

RALPH CROSBY SMITH

IS GRADE-SCHOOL teachers took a rather dim view of the idea.
lere was a healthy, husky boy wasting his time, noons and recesses,
as well as good paper or chalk, just drawing pictures. Several unim-
pressed instructors were about to take Ralph Crosby Smith in hand and try
to make something out of him. But they didn’t — and the talented youngster
literally drew his way through high school. Animals of all kinds and wild-
life proved to be his long suit for Smith grew up on a farm, earned his first
dollars with a trap-line and spent his leisure moments hunting and fishing
near Fair Oaks, California
His Art career began in earnest during Ralph Crosby Smith'’s first year
at Sacramento Junior College. While drawing had always been lots of fun,
here he began to think of Art as a means of making a living. From there, on
through the University of California, Smith majored in Art with but one
thought in mind — to be an illustrator, and a good one. Two years at the
Wilmington Academy of Art with instruction from nationally-known illus-
trators, provided the post-graduate polish he needed and soon the ambitious
young man was handling illustrative assignments for the National Home
Monthly of Winnipeg. General magazine and book work, covering every-
thing from romance to historical, kept him busy for long periods, but the
adventure and out-of-doors paintings always found Smith at his best
American sportsmen appreciate pictures such as “Off Limits” because
the situations are the “it-happened-to-me-once’ type and the scenic back-
grounds look startlingly familiar. One can almost imagine himself playing the
trout in this lively illustration, without the slightest idea that three bears —
out looking for lunch—feel someone is poaching in their private pool. No
matter who gets the fish, it's a cinch the startled fisherman will take himself
away from there in a hurry. A hungry mother bear, with her cubs, is not
very pleasant to meet. And besides, there are plenty of other spots nearby
that are not “OF Limits.”
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