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General  History  
  
The  Lewis  and  Clark  Council  and  the  associated  Nisha  Kittan  Lodge  are  the  product  of  a  long  history  of  
council  mergers,  some  involving  some  confusing  history  and  re-­‐used  names.  
There  were  five  different  councils  and  associated  OA  lodges  within  the  territory  now  covered  by  the  
council  and  lodge:  

·∙  A  short-­‐lived  Marissa  Council  was  present  in  1916  and  1917,  before  dissolving.  The  successor  
council  in  that  area  was  the  Granite  City  Council  (#128),  founded  in  1920.  This  council  changed  
its  name  twice,  to  the  Tri-­‐City  Council  in  1922,  and  to  the  Cahokia  Mound  Council  in  1925.  

  
·∙  The  Belleville  Council  (#114)  was  founded  in  1917,  with  its  headquarters  in  Belleville.  This  council  

also  changed  its  name  twice,  to  the  Belleville  Area  Council  in  1933,  and  to  the  Kaskaskia  Council  
in  1936.  The  Ellini  Lodge  (115)  was  chartered  to  this  council  in  1938,  but  it  changed  its  name  to  
the  Cascasquia  Lodge  (115)  the  following  year.  Its  totem  was  a  bird  with  an  eye  on  its  breast.  

·∙  The  East  St.  Louis  Council  (#122)  was  founded  in  1919.  It  changed  its  name  to  the  Mississippi  Valley  
Council  in  1935.  That  same  year,  Mannaseh  Lodge  (81)  was  chartered  to  the  newly-­‐renamed  
council.  Its  totem  was  the  buffalo.  

·∙  The  Alton  Council  was  founded  in  1920  and  also  changed  its  name  twice,  to  the  Alton-­‐Wood  River  
Council  in  1922  and  to  the  Piasa  Bird  Council  in  1930.  Blackhawk  Lodge  (94)  was  chartered  to  
this  council  in  1936.  Its  totem  was  Chief  Blackhawk,  a  Nineteenth  century  chief  of  a  faction  of  
Sauk,  Fox,  Kickapoo,  and  Ho-­‐Chunk  (Winnebago)  peoples,  who  fought  against  the  United  States  
in  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1832.  

·∙  The  Jefferson  &  Marion  Council  (#685),  headquartered  in  Centralia  was  founded  in  1924.  It  divided  
into  two  councils  in  1928,  the  National  Trails  Council  (#139)  of  Vandalia,  which  lasted  from  1927  
to  1931  before  disbanding,  and  the  remaining  portion  becoming  the  Ambraw  -­‐  Wabash  Council  
(#116),  based  in  Decatur.  In  1939,  Woapink  Lodge  (167)  was  chartered  to  this  council.  The  
council  changed  its  name  in  1933  to  the  Buffalo  Trace  Council  (#116),  headquartered  in  Mt.  
Vernon,  Illinois.  Both  the  Buffalo  Trace  Council  and  Woapink  Lodge  (167)  names  would  be  re-­‐
used  later,  although  there  is  little  to  no  connection  between  the  different  entities  with  the  same  
names.  

There  were  a  total  of  four  different  mergers  and/or  dissolutions  that  ultimately  merged  these  five  
councils  into  one.  

 1955  
o The  Buffalo  Trace  Council  (#116)  dissolved  due  to  financial  difficulties.  The  territory  

occupied  by  this  former  council  was  split  up,  into  the  Kaskaskia  Council  (#114),  the  Lincoln  
Trails  Council  (#121),  and  the  Wabash  Valley  Council  (#166).  A  small  portion  of  the  Buffalo  
Trace  Council  also  merged  into  Southern  Indiana  Area  Council  in  131,  which  then  changed  
its  name  to  the  Buffalo  Trace  Council  in  1956.  Members  of  the  former  Woapink  Lodge  
became  members  of  the  Cascasquia  Lodge  (115),  Kaskaskia  Council,  the  Kickapoo  Lodge  
(128),  Wabash  Valley  Council  and  some  merged  with  Acorn  Lodge  (422)  to  form  Kiondaga  
Lodge  (422),  in  the  renamed  Buffalo  Trace  Council.  OA  members  in  the  new  territory  of  the  
Lincoln  Trails  Council  had  no  lodge  to  go  to,  but  two  years  later,  this  council  chartered  a  
lodge,  re-­‐using  both  the  Woapink  Lodge  name  and  the  lodge  number,  167.  

 1965       
o The  Mississippi  Valley  Council  and  the  Kaskaskia  Council  merged  to  form  the  Okaw  Valley  

Council  (#116),  headquartered  in  Belleville.  The  following  year,  Mannaseh  Lodge  (81)  and  



Cascasquia  Lodge  (115)  merged  to  form  Taleka  Lodge  (81).  At  this  time,  when  mergers  
occurred,  new  lodges  generally  adopted  the  lower  number  of  the  two  merging  lodges,  
hence  the  Lodge  81  number.  The  new  lodge  totem  was  the  white  egret.  

 1991     
o The  Cahokia  Mound  Council  and  the  Piasa  Bird  Council  merged  to  form  the  Trails  West  

Council  (#112),  headquartered  in  Wood  River.  That  same  year,  Cahokia  Lodge  (126)  and  
Blackhawk  Lodge  (94)  merged  to  form  Kishkakon  Lodge  (32).  By  this  time,  in  many  mergers,  
the  new  lodge  adopted  the  lowest  number  available,  which  was  32,  a  number  previously  
used  by  Kitchawonk  Lodge  (32),  which  changed  its  name  to  Tahawus  Lodge  (32),  which  

Lodge  (246).  The  totem  of  the  new  lodge  was  the  eagle.  
 2009    

o The  Okaw  Valley  Council  and  the  Trails  West  Council  merged  to  form  the  Lewis  and  Clark  
Council  (#114).  This  re-­‐used  a  council  name  used  between  1928  and  1992  by  a  council  based  
in  Lewiston,  Idaho.  Lewis  and  Clark  was  chosen  because  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition  
started  across  the  river  from  the  council  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  in  1804.  Taleka  Lodge  (81)  and  
Kishkakon  Lodge  (32)  merged  to  form  Nisha  Kittan  Lodge  (114)  in  2009.  Since  the  National  
OA  had  stopped  issuing  official  lodge  numbers  in  the  early  1970s,  lodges  were  somewhat  
free  to  adopt  their  own  numbers,  and  by  2009,  many  new,  merged  lodges  either  used  no  
lodge  number,  or  adopted  the  number  of  their  council,  if  it  was  available.  Nisha  Kittan  chose  
to  adopt  114,  the  number  associated  with  their  council.    

     



Nisha  Kittan  Lodge  
  

When  the  Trails  West  and  Okaw  Valley  Councils  started  consolidation,  so  did  Kishkakon  and  Taleka  
Lodges.    Seven  youth  and  advisers  from  both  Lodges  met  and  put  the  framework  together  for  Nisha  
Kittan.  

Over  the  next  several  months,  the  youth  had  selected  a  Lodge  name  and  totem.    They  continued  to  
work  on  the  Lodge  by  Laws  and  other  issues.    By  summer  camp  of  2009,  the  consolidation  committee  
had  completed  their  work.    They  passed  the  instructions  to  the  two  former  lodges.    That  first  year,  there  
were  two  officers  elected  to  each  lodge  position.    The  Lodge  was  born  on  October  1st,  2009.  

  

The  Legend  of  Nisha  Kittan  
  
The  region  was  once  inhabited  by  many  tribes.    These  tribes  and  the  people  lived  in  harmony  with  each  
other  and  the  world  around  them.    Bison,  deer,  fish  and  crops  were  in  abundance.    The  people  did  not  
have  to  want  for  anything.    They  lived  many  moons  in  this  land  of  harmony.  

But  times  were  changing.    Travelers  to  this  land  tell  tales  of  dark  clouds  on  the  horizon  and  suffering.    
These  tales  concern  the  Chiefs  of  Taleka  and  Kishkakon.    The  Mighty  Chiefs  agree  to  council  and  gather  
at  the  land  between  the  rivers.  

During  the  time  of  council,  the  Chiefs  were  visited  by  a  lone  black  wolf.    The  black  wolf  approached  the  
council  fire  and  the  chiefs.    He  then  told  of  his  travels  to  this  great  land.    He  tells  the  Chiefs  that  he  has  
seen  the  dark  spirit  on  the  horizon.    He  said  times  are  bad,  food  is  in  short  supply,  people  suffer,  and  the  
sky  is  dark.    He  tells  many  tales  of  suffering  and  many  lives  lost.    The  Chiefs  ask  if  they  can  defeat  the  



darkness.    Black  wolf  tells  them  that  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  will  always  defeat  the  dark  and  evil  spirits.    
The  chiefs  ask  black  wolf  to  stay  the  night  in  the  lodge.    The  Chiefs  ask  the  Great  Spirit  for  guidance  
throughout  that  dark  night.  

The  next  morning  the  skies  were  darker  than  the  days  before.    This  concerned  the  Chiefs.    Black  wolf  
appeared  from  the  lodge  and  said  that  he  must  go  forth  and  tell  his  story  to  others.    The  Chiefs  again  ask  
if  they  can  defeat  the  darkness.    He  reminds  them  that  they  have  the  answer  that  will  provide  the  peace  
they  seek.    The  black  wolf  turns  away  and  starts  walking  to  the  west.  

The  Chiefs  call  to  the  black  wolf.    They  run  to  him  and  ask  his  name.    He  said  that  his  name  is  not  
important,  it  is  the  message.    Before  the  wolf  departs,  he  said  the  people  of  Taleka  and  Kishkakon  were  
as  mighty  as  the  great  waters  of  this  meeting  place.    The  two  Chiefs  reaffirmed  their  dedication  to  each  
other  and  the  spirit  of  brotherhood.  

The  Chiefs  went  forth  and  combined  the  two  Tribes  into  one  great  Nation.    They  chose  a  name  inspired  
by  the  wise  black  wolf,  Nisha  Kittan,  Two  Great  River  Lodge.    The  storms  came,  but  the  people  of  Nisha  
Kittan  survived  and  continue  to  flourish  in  the  spirit  of  brotherhood.  

Centurions  

inspired  others  to  follow  in  their  footsteps  over  the  past  100  years.  
  

Thom  Croxton                           Greg  Stephens  

Gary  Williams                           Phil  Reis  

Jim  Dedera                           Mick  Brown  

John  Eichelberger                        Dan  Reid  

Mike  Creagh                           Adam  Chapman  

                              David  Heiman  

                              Bernard  Mennemeier  

                              Ron  Wilkinson  

                       



     



     



  



  

  



     



     



     



Kishkakon  Lodge    
Kishkakon  Lodge  32  was  created  as  a  result  of  the  consolidation  of  the  Cahokia  Mounds  Council  and  the  
Piasa  Bird  Council  and  their  respective  OA  Lodges.    The  process  of  consolidation  started  in  1990  and  was  
completed  in  1991.  

The  first  year  of  Kishkakon  Lodge  saw  the  last  elected  officers  from  Blackhawk  Lodge  and  Cahokia  
Lodges  being  Co-­‐Officers.    In  1992,  the  first  officers  that  were  only  Kishkakon  were  elected.  

Kishkakon  (Those  who  make  trails)  Lodge  returned  the  Rocky  Fork  hiking  trail  around  Camp  Warren  Levis  
back  to  a  servicable  condition.    The  lodge  produced  many  outstanding  arrowmen  who  many  section  
offices  throughout  the  years.  

The  current  ECO-­‐Cabin  at  Camp  Warren  Levis  was  purchased  by  the  lodge  through  the  sale  of  a  special  
  

Kishakon  Lodge  supported  both  council  camps  through  the  purchase  of  materials  and  through  the  
hundreds  of  service  hours  given  in  support  of  the  camps.  

Camps  Served    
Camp  Warren  Levis,  located  in  Godfrey,  Illinois.  
Camp  Sunnen,  located  in  Potosi,  Missouri,  was  founded  in  1953.  
     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     





     



     



Cahokia  Lodge  
Cahokia  Lodge  126  was  chartered  July  30,  1938.    Merged  with  Blackhawk  94  in  1991  to  form  Kishkakon  
Lodge  32.      
Lodge  Totem:  Thunderbird  /  Cahokia  Indian  
Cahokia  Lodge  was  named  after  Cahokia  Mound  which  is  located  in  Collinsville,  Illinois.    

Event  Timeline  
July  1939:  The  five-­‐week  camping  season  came  to  a  close  at  Camp  Rankin  near  Ironton,  Missouri.    Six  
members  of  the  Lodge  were  awarded  the  Brotherhood  (Second  Degree)  honor.    Those  receiving  
Brotherhood  were  Harold  Lee  (Edwardsville),  Edward  Lueders  (Granite  City),  Charles  Molden  (Troy),  
Carroll  Spindler  (Edwardsville),  Don  Wildon  (Edwardsville),  and  Cahokia  Mound  Council  Scout  
Commissioner  Jasper  B.  Johnson  (Edwardsville).    New  Ordeal  (First  Degree)  honorees  were  John  
MacDonald  (Edwardsville),  William  Davis  (Edwardsville),  Wayne  Cox  (Edwardsville),  Bob  McCormick  
(Collinsville),  Gene  Schott  (Highland),  Robert  Bucheim  (Highland),  James  Houseman  (Highland),  James  
Baumann  (Highland),  Chester  Harris  (Edwardsville),  Byron  Beswick  (Mitchell),  Gerald  Broadway  (Granite  
City),  John  Pistrul  (Granite  City),  and  Harold  Langford  (Edwardsville)  Leslie  Jaggers  (Edwardsville).    
Honorary  memberships  were  awarded  to  Cahokia  Mound  Council  President  Milton  R.  Allen  and  past  
President  and  current  Council  Executive  Board  member  Ed  Johnson.  

Dec  1939:    The  Lodge  held  the  annual  meeting  at  Camp  Graham.    Motions  were  approved  for  the  
promotion  of  camping  at  Camp  Rankin  and  the  construction  of  a  Council  Ring  at  Camp  Graham.    An  
election  of  officers  for  1940  was  held.    Ed  Leuders  (Granite  City)  was  elected  president  to  succeed  
Harold  Lee  (Edwardsville).    Bob  Bitzer  (Collinsville)  was  selected  as  vice-­‐president,  Wayne  Cox  
(Edwardsville)  as  Secretary,  and  James  Houseman  (Highland)  as  treasurer.  



June  to  July  1944:    Summer  camp  was  held  at  Camp  Graham.    Swimming  instruction  took  place  at  the  
YMCA  in  Granite  City  while  boating  and  canoeing  was  at  McDonald  Lake.  

1948:    Cahokia  Mound  Council  utilized  Camp  Illinek  on  Lake  Springfield  for  the  summer  camp  program.  

Church  in  Nameoki.    Paul  Morris  was  elected  Vice  Chief,  Don  Schuette  was  elected  treasurer,  and  Frank  
Accardi  as  Scribe.  

1951:    The  Cahokia  Mound  Council  summer  camp  program  and  Lodge  activities  were  conducted  at  
Camp  Joy.  

in  Edwardsville  with  
ceremony,  during  which  16  scouts  were  selected  as  candidates.    

Fall  1955:    Walter  Schramm  was  elected  7-­‐F  Section  Chief  at  the  Section  Conclave  held  at  Allerton  Park  
in  Monticello.  

program  at  the  Edwardsville  District  Camporee.  

January  1959:    Earl  Lee,  Principle  of  Nameoki  School  and  a  council  scouter  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  
Winter  Banquet.    The  banquet  was  held  at  the  Granite  City  YMCA.    The  Lodge  activities  report  noted  
that  the  Lodge  purchased  four  tee  pees  for  use  at  Camp  Sunnen  and  that  over  100  new  arrowmen  had  
been  inducted  in  1958.    It  was  noted  that  in  1959  the  Cahokia  Mound  Council  would  for  the  first  time  be  
offering  Explorer  Base  program  features.    Council  Commissioner  Rollin  Henn  presented  Vigil  Honor  
certificates  to  the  1958  class  and  the  1959  Lodge  Officers  were  installed.  

December  1968:    Dick  Schofield  of  the  St.  Louis  Baseball  Cardinals  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Winter  
Banquet.    The  banquet  was  held  at  Trinity  Lutheran  School  in  Edwardsville.    New  Lodge  Officers  were  
installed  and  Henry  Hellrich  of  Granite  City  was  presented  with  the  1968  Meritorious  Award.    Jim  
Anderson  (Granite  City)  was  installed  as  Lodge  Chief,  Mike  Durbin  (Highland)  Lira  Evans  (Granite  City),  
Mike  Tognarelli  (Collinsville)  were  to  serve  as  officers.    Outgoing  Chief  was  Linus  Hellrich,  and  his  
officers;  Jim  Hellrich,  Dan  Lando,  and  Richard  Good(?)  

-­‐you-­‐can-­‐
cafeteria  in  Granite  City.    The  event  was  held  to  raise  funds  for  a  new  campsite  at  Camp  Sunnen.      

1978:    The  entire  staff  for  the  Camp  Sunnen  summer  camp  program  were  arrowmen.  

January  13,  1979:    The  Lodge  sponsored  the  Winter  Event  which  was  held  at  SIU-­‐E  at  the  Point  on  Tower  
Lake.    The  theme  of  the  event  was  Klondike  Derby.    Dan  Tolliver  served  as  the  event  Chairman.  

January  1979:    The  Annual  Dinner  had  an  attendance  of  104.    During  the  meeting  it  was  decided  to  raise  
Lodge  dues  from  $2.00  to  $2.50  effective  January  1980.  



February  1979:    Pancake  breakfast  plans  were  being  made  by  each  of  the  three  chapters.      

Fall  1989:    David  Heimann  elected  NC-­‐5  Section  Secretary.  

  

Camps  Served    
Camp  Graham,  located  north  of  Collinsville,  Illinois  
Camp  Rankin,  located  near  Ironton,  Missouri  (1933,  1939)  
Camp  Cahokia,  located  near  Litchfield,  Illinois  (1963)  
Camp  Sunnen,  located  in  Potosi,  Missouri,  was  founded  in  1953.  
     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



  
  
     



     



     



     



     



     



     



  

     



  



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     





     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



  

     



  

  

  

Blackhawk  Lodge  
Black  Hawk  Lodge,  became  part  of  the  Order  of  the  Arrow  in  the  Piasa  Bird  Council,  with  the  induction  of  
nine  members  on  August  15,  1936  at  Camp  Warren  Levis.    

The  original  petition  submitted  for  membership  included  several  names  for  consideration  of  this  Lodge.  
Black  Hawk  was  chosen.    

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  a  totem  of  Chief  Black  Hawk  on  a  leather  cord,  to  be  worn  around  the  
neck  was  selected.  This  was  changed  several  years  later  to  the  Black  Hawk  claw  with  two  pale  blue  
beads.  

Camps  Served    
Camp  Warren  Levis,  located  in  Godfrey,  Illinois.  
Camp  Piasa  

     



  

     



  

     



  

     



  

     



  

     



  

     



     



     



     



     



  

     



  

     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



  

     



     



  

     



     



     



     



  

     



     



  

  

Taleka  Lodge    
In  1965,  Mississippi  Valley  Council  and  Kaskaskia  Council  merged  to  form  the  Okaw  Valley  Council.    The  
two  OA  Lodges  (Mannaseh  and  Cascasquia)  also  merged  to  form  Taleka  Lodge.    The  recommendation  to  
use  the  lower  of  the  two  lodge  numbers  (81)  was  accepted.    Joe  Woltering  was  appointed  as  the  first  
advisor  of  the  new  lodge  and  Brad  Hall  was  elected  as  chief.  

Camps  Served    
Camp  Joy,  Carlyle,  Illinois.  
Camp  Vandeventer,  Waterloo,  Illinois  
     



  

  



 
    



 

 
    



 
    



 
    



 
    



 
     



     



  

     





  

     



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

Cascasquia  Lodge    
In  1920,  the  Belleville  Area  Council  was  formed  and  assigned  council  number  116.    In  1936,  the  council  
changed  their  name  to  the  Kaskaskia  Council.    The  OA  was  introduced  to  the  council  on  August  1,  1938  
when  the  Cascasquia  Lodge  was  formed.  

Cascasquia  Lodge  took  #115  as  their  lodge  number.    Cascasquia  was  part  of  the  Fox  Tribe.    The  name  is  a  
  scrapes  it  

off  by  means  of  a  tool.    The  totem  was  originally  designated  as  a  Copperhead  Snake  but  was  later  
changed  to  a  Thunderbird.  

Camps  Served    
Camp  Joy  
Camp  Wanglin  
     



  

     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



  

  

  

  

  

  

Mannaseh  Lodge    
Originally  created  as  the  East  St  Louis  Council  in  1919,  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Mississippi  Valley  
Council  in  1935.    The  National  Council  approved  the  OA  in  1934  as  an  optional  program  and  on  July  23,  
1935  the  Mississippi  Valley  Council  created  the  Mannaseh  Lodge.      

Mannaseh  Lodge  took  #81    as  their  lodge  number.    The  tribe  associated  to  the  Mannaseh  Lodge  is  the  
Sioux  Tribe.    The  meaning  of  the  name  is  Manbuilder.    The  totem  of  the  lodge  is  a  Bison.  

Camps  Served    
Camp  Vandeventer     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



  


