Treasure Island {from page 34)

ing down the Delaware while Scouters ser-
enaded them with songs of Scouting and
patriotism. The ceremony ended with the
strains of “The Treasure Island Song,”
composed by E. Urner Goodman in 1919,

Today the Treasure Island Reservation
is actually two islands—storied Treasure
Island itself and Marshall Istand, which
is usually called Eagle Island. A 50-foot
river channel separates the two islands.
Eagle Island, nearly three times as big as
Treasure Island, is the site of the reserva-
tion's rifle and archery ranges and is used
for outpost and weekend camping. For
nine seasons during the 1970s, Eagle Is-
land was the summer camp while Trea-
sure Island was closed to summer
camping (though not to weekend use) be-
cause its facilities needed extensive re-
pairs and the ground cover needed time
1o regenerate,

The reservation is about 30 miles north
of Philadelphia on the Delaware River,
the boundary between Pennsylvania and
New Jersey. It was first leased and then
bought from Oscar Worman, a Philadel-
phia Scoutmaster, with funds provided by
Edward Bok, publisher of the Ladies
Home Journal. The island had been a
stopover point for Lenni-Lenape Indians

in their annual migration from the Penn-
sylvania hills to their summer grounds on
the New Jersey seacoast. Even now In-
dian artifacts are found occasionally on
the island.

Except for the parade field, Treasure
Island is thickly forested with oak, birch,
sycamore, and hickory. Pines appear,
too, mainly near the parade field where
they were planted by Scouts during the
1920s.

To reach the island, campers ride
barges with outboard motors from the
Pennsylvania side. Rowboats were used
origin\al!y until they were supplanted by a
flatboat ferry guided by a cable strung
across the river, and later by the motor-
ized barges.

During the camp's first 44 years,
Scouts swam in the river and between the
locks of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation
Co. canal, which ran beside the river.
Since 1958, the island has had a swim-
ming pool, and the only river activities
are rowing, canoeing, and tubing. With
one exception, the island’s buildings are
the same as those in any Scout camp—
dining hall, chapel, arts and crafts, na-
ture lodge, headquarters, health lodge,
and so on. The exception is Unami
Lodge, home of the first Order of the
Arrow lodge.

Awash in the pleasant glow of remini-

scence, the last reunion-goers were
crossing to the Pennsylvania shore while
the next week's contingent of Scout
campers was arriving. Among them were
Scouts who had never been to Treasure
Island.

There was, for instance, Damar
Creighton of Troop 234, chartered to
Faith Tabernacle in Philadelphia. The is-
land’s fabled traditions were the last thing
on his mind.

“It’s the first time I'm going to go hik-
ing,” Damar said, “and I've never been
fishing before so I'm looking forward to
that.”

For Scout Brian Angert, 11, who had
joined Temple Shalom’s Troop 124 of
Philadelphia only two weeks earlier, it
would be his first time camping any-
where. “Scouting is fun so far,” Brian
said, “and the older Scouts told me we're
going to have fun with swimming and
archery and stuff like that.”

Scouting at Treasure Island is 75 years
old, but it's also ever new in the hearts of
campers. Some day perhaps Damar
Creighton and Brian Angert will under-
stand what the old-timers mean when
they sing:

Let the warmth of Scour and brother

Dwell in rank and file,

Still abiding when we leave thee,

Dear ole Treasure Isle. |

SCOUTMASTER PHIL GERHART AND
@ HIS 13 YEAR-OLD SON
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BUILT THIS BOAT IN LESS THAN 25 HOURS

AT A COST OF UNDER $239.

"As a Scoutmaster, | recognized
the opportunities Involved in a
project such as this to boys of
scouting age.

Three things specifically come
to mind as very positive results
of having put the kit together,
namely: 1) the skills ban
deveioped; (2} the opportunity
for us to work together on a
fun project; and (3) the pride
that Dan has in the compieted

BrOJECt: PHIL GERHART,
SCOUTMASTER, TROOP 380
LAKEWOOD, COLORADO

HAVE FUN...BUILD_ A KANO-YAK FOR SPRING BOATING!

KIT PRICE $89

Includes:
M Prepald delivery
B biseructlons g Materials list for
B 20 Preclsion - {5%%3! Dl.fl'rgtgsa% :
s, parts guarantee

$89 KIT + $150 LOCAL MATERIALS

= $239 TOTAL COST
Length: 15" Depth: 13" Beam: 34" Welght: BOJ
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CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION
KANO-YAK KIT CO., PO. BOX 1221/Dept. 1-A
Parker, CO B34 (303) 722-4646
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SELLING
POLICY

Certain advertising in this magazine con-
tains oflers of sales plans for individual or
unit use It must be clearly undersiood that
Scout unit use ol ihese plans to earn money
must first be cieared with the unit's local
council and chartered organization. Ask for
BSA Form No. 4427, trom your council

The selling of any product must be done
on its own merits. The official uniforms are
ntended primanly for use in connection with
the activities of the Scouting movement, but
their use may be authorized by local councils
under condilions and for purposes not in-
consistent with the principles of Scouting
and the Scouting program No one. unless
authorized by the Mational Council Execu-
live Board, may sign a contrac! of a com-
merctal character involving the Boy Scouls
of Amenca or any chartered unit of the Boy
Scouls of America or for use of any ol our
msignia or terminology with the product

The products olfered in these advartise-
ments have been examined by Scouting
magazine, and to the best of owr knowledge
their value is commensurate with the seliing
price suggested. All adverlisers in {his sec-
tion are lamiiiar with the official policies of
the Boy Scouts of America and have in-
dicated their wilingness to abide by them
Any Scouter receiving information or litera-
ture that is in conllic! with our policies
should immediately notify Scouting
Magazine, 1325 Walnut Hill Lane, P.O. Box
152078, Irving, TX 75015-2079




